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Since the last Local Area Partnership meeting the Forum has met in April, May, 
for the AGM, and is scheduled to  meet again on the 30th June after this report 
is submitted. 

The AGM in May received a report covering our activities throughout the year 
and was a great opportunity for informal discussion among members and 
guests after the formal business had been concluded. The present office 
bearers were unanimously re-elected for a further year. The Forum was 
pleased to  welcome Councillor Kay Harmon, who had responded positively to  
our invitation to  attend and participate in our celebration of 10 years active 
community involvement and engagement. 

The June agenda will, a t  the request of Inspector Bill Crawford, include a 
presentation by Strathclyde Police about P.A.C.T.(Partners and Community 
Together). We understand that the aim is to  create a formal link with the 
Forum which is seen as an essential component of their Community Policing 
Model and Public Reassurance Policing Strategy. 

Another first for Motherwell. 

A representative of HMRC (the Tax office) will be in attendance to  explore 
ways to further their public engagement strategy. 

LAP Reconstruction 

The Forum responded to  the consultation on the proposal to  alter the LAP 
structure in NL. Before submitting our response we had asked for further 
information to  allow us to  come to an informed opinion. 

We were deeply disappointed that we received no response to our request 

It is understand that the original proposals have now been reconsidered and 
will not now be implemented, but may be revisited a t  a later stage. None the 
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less the questions posed particularly in relation to cost are still relevant and 
should be made available. 

The Forum is anxious that the ideas from the successful joint event which took 
place on the 24th August are not lost. We were advised that until similar events 
were held in other localities we could not move forward to  implement some of 
these good ideas. To our knowledge, no such other events took place and none 
are planned. 

Will the partners in this LAP consider leading the way again and revisit the 
findings of the day and produce a programme of change and development? 

Car parking charges consultation 

The Forum was not asked formally to  respond to  this consultation. Like most 
others we learned of this in the local press. As the forum was not meeting until 
the end of June, we had not the opportunity to  discuss this issue in order to  
make a considered response. 

It was noted that the timescales for consultation was too short again. 

We do recognise the honesty of the council’s position in acknowledging that is 
more about it being revenue raising exercise rather than an attempt to  solve 
traffic or environmental problems. 

Town Centre 

The Forum responded to the proposals for the development of Muir Street. 
Have these been finalised? When will we see the amended proposals for 
further com men t? 

The Forum has long advocated that should be a master plan for our town 
centre . We were advised some time ago that a study of all NL town centres 
had to  take place before any plan for Motherwell could be drawn up. Has this 
exercise been completed? When will we see the results of this. If it has not 
been completed, when will it be? 
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Health Matters 

As reported earlier we held a photographic competition the aim of which was 
to  promote positive mental health. There were 11 individual winners aged 
from 6yrs to over 70yrs. 

The schools prize was won by Brannock High School. The Head teacher and the 
Art dept are to be congratulated for their commitment and enthusiasm to the 
project. A cheque for f600 was presented to the school recently. 

All entries will form part of an Art exhibition in October to  coincide with 
Mental Health week, 

A summary of our health related activities for last year is added to  this report 
as appendix (1) 

Community Matters 

Railway Bridges 

Has there been any progress in ensuring that the bridges are properly 
maintained and made safe for residents use? 

Fuel Poverty 

The burning issue of the moment is the announcement of a massive 20% hike 
in fuel costs by Scottish Power and no doubt a similar hike to  follow by the 
other energy suppliers. There is no doubt that this action will radically affect 
the health and wellbeing of many residents of our area, young and old. 

Will the LAP join with the Forum to seek appropriate methods to  address the 
increasing fuel poverty in Motherwell and District? 

The forum formally offers congratulations to  Gavin Whitefield on his award of 
a CBE in the recent Queens Birthday Honours List. 

Felix Mulholland 

For and on behalf of MCF 
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Appendix( 1) 

Motherwell Community Forum 

20 10/2011 

The past year has been busy as always on the health promotion scene. The Locality funding 
has been crucial to ensuring that the Forum is able to engage with our communities as well 
as allowing us to  promote health improvement initiatives throughout our area. 

It has been essential to form and sustain partnerships with other agencies to further the 
aim of improving the health of our community. 

The Forum has an excellent working relationship with the hard working Motherwell Locality 
Health Promotion team and has worked closely together to initiate a number of events 
during the year al l  of which are linked to outcomes in SOA/HEAT/LDP. The following is a 
selection of our activities 

Youth Diversion: 

With the cooperation of the owners of the Mega Bar nightclub in Motherwell two events 
were held during the year. Working in partnership with the Health Improvement team and 
NLC Community Learning & Development, these events were very well attended and 
concentrated on issues relating to alcohol, smoking, teen pregnancy, access to services and 
prevention of STl’s 

“Acceptance” A play which enacts the true life story of one young woman’s experience of 
misuse of alcohol and the dramatic and disastrous effect on her life, was presented in a 
number of High Schools in the area. 

Com m u n ity/Adu Its 

An alcohol awareness and consultation event was held in February. An action plan is being 
prepared to address the concerns of the community and where possible implement some of 
the ideas put forward by residents. The template for this event was shared with Wishaw 
Community Forum. 

Community/fa m ily 

A photographic competition took place “Things that make me Happy” which had the aim of 
promoting positive mental health. Participation was open to all residents of the area from 5 
years of age and upwards. A separate competition on the same theme was promoted in al l  
High schools in the area. An independent panel of judges comprising of representatives of 
the Motherwell Times, a Local Mental Health organisation and NHS Lanarkshire, determined 
the winning entries. A public exhibition of all entries will be staged later this year. 
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Working with the Greenlink project, which is managed and delivered by Central Scotland 
Forestry Trust, two Halloween walks took place the purpose being to promote as a family. 
Healthy eating and exercise to prevent heart disease and educate on the danger of smoking 

BME communities. 

Resources were made available to  “Humjolie” a Lanarkshire organisation, to stage a multi 
faith event targeted a t  women which would promote health, mental and physical. Equality 
and diversity and community cohesion. It was very successful with 150 women attending. 
This project was also supported by Bellshill Community Forum. 

The Forum once again this year was part of a working group with Motherwell Locality Health 
Improvement team and Community Learning and Development which considered 
appropriate projects for support from the Healthy Living Centre Budget of f50,OOO. 

F. Mulholland 

Motherwell Community forum 
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