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1. Introduction 

Since the last Local Area Partnership meeting the Forum has met in August and is 
scheduled to meet again on the Thursday 29 September. The Forum has a long 
standing arrangement of using the Civic Centre, Committee Rooms for our meetings. 
In recent times our meetings have clashed with various events that have meant us 
having to  make alternate arrangements often a t  short notice. Indeed, the Forum 
received notification via the Community Engagement Officer that our meeting 
scheduled for the 2gth of September had been cancelled. We contacted Cllr Ross 
about issues arising around the manner and timing of this latest cancellation and 
thanks to his intervention the issue was clarified and resolved for us quickly and 
effectively. The Forum would like to  register our thanks to Cllr Ross and the relevant 
Council Officers for their help on this occasion. 

2. Community Matters 

a) Railway Bridges 

The Forum raised concerns about the state of disrepair of the certain railway 
bridges that are critical links between communities around our town. We would 
welcome a report on the progress made to ensure that these bridges are 
properly maintained and made safe for residents use? 

b) Muirhouse 

Long standing concerns by residents about vandalism, anti social behaviour and 
problems relating to  the sustainable urban drainage system remain unresolved. 

I understand that these matters were raised a t  a recent Community Safety 
Partnership meeting and that the Local Regeneration Manager is working with al l  
concerned in an effort to  resolve these problems. 

Can we have an update on the current position and the action taken and being 
considered to deal with these issues? 

c) Road closures for essential roads maintenance 

It is recognised and accepted that by definition essential roads maintenance will 
always result in a level of disruption to road users and as often as not 
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pedestrians. Even so, the latest restrictions on traffic flow caused by repairs to  
the gas mains and water mains issues in Merry St, Dalziel St and part of Mentieth 
Way are having a severe effect on traffic flow and causing much disruption to  
pedestrians and local businesses. 

Some while back the closure of Shields Road met with similar protest from the 
Community. Whilst it is accepted that disruption is as unwelcome as it is 
unavoidable the situation was made worse because a t  the same time as work 
was being undertaken to upgrade the gas mains part of Airbles Road was closed 
off to  traffic as indeed albeit for a very short period was the expressway linking 
Hamilton to  Motherwell. The result of these works being done a t  the same time 
was long delays for road users making their way to, from and around the town. 
This suggests to us that there was insufficient CO ordination to  ensure minimal 
disruption while essential works are carried out. The Forum considers that there 
may be scope for a better more efficient service provision in this area. 

Could the appropriate departments revisit policy and procedures relating to  road 
closures to  ensure cause and effect are taken into account and as is often called 
for co-ordination of maintenance with planned new build and or repairs? 

d) Muir Street 

Phase 3 of the improvements to the towns Streetscape will see improvements to  
Muir Street. The Forum has submitted and received a response to concerns we 
raised about the decision to reduce traffic to a single lane on this most important 
stretch of the towns ring road system. The Forum argued that the current plans 
could have an adverse effect on traffic flow and if so this would have entirely the 
opposite outcome from that intended. Given the plans remained unchanged we 
must assume that having considered our concerns the planners and roads 
departments take a different view. Whilst it is comforting to know that the 
professionals are able to allay our misgivings about the current plans we will 
monitor the situation after the works are completed. Given the issues raised a t  
point C) we were wondering what the expected level of disruption is likely to  be 
when work commences on Muir Street. 

e) Greenlink Allotment Project 

The Forum offers congratulations to NLC for their support for this project. There 
is no doubt that this will have a sustainable long term benefit on the health and 
well-being of residents. 
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f) Forgewood 

Link Homes Ltd recently announced i t s  decision to withdraw from providing 
factoring services to 16 Blocks of f la ts  in Woodville Rise. The decision not taken 
lightly by the company was forced on them because of the level of non-payment 
we understand mainly from private landlords operating in the area. 

Woodville Rise comprising 300 flats makes up a significant number of properties 
left in Forgewood. Over the years and for many reasons this area has fallen into 
decline. Many owners left the area due to the levels of anti-social and nuisance 
behaviour, much of this due to the lack of management and control on the 
private rented sector in that area. 

I understand that the Local Regeneration Manager is working with residents in an 
effort to find solutions to  what are complex, long standing and in some instances 
inherent socio-economic problems. The greatest urgency is helping the 16 Blocks 
mentioned above find a replacement Factoring Service. 

The Forum is of the opinion that there needs to be a detailed analysis down to 
evaluate the extent and seriousness of the issues arising on this Estate and that 
for any review to include recommendations for short, medium and long term 
action to find a solution to  the problems associated with this area. Neither the 
Local Action Plan nor the Local Housing Survey will be sufficient for this purpose. 

3. Health Matters 

a. Action Plan 2011-12 

The Forum has finalised their action plan for health improvement for 2011-12. A 
copy is attached for member’s information. 

We would like to  acknowledge the tremendous support of the Health Improvement 
Practitioner in putting this programme together. 

The Forum is confident that the range and initiative nature of these events will reach 
out to  those hard to reach groups and target those communities and individuals who 
would benefit most from being signposted to  the various services that are available 
to them. We are also hopeful that the events will promote and enhance health and 
well-being and as important engender a feeling of community spirit in some 
instances. 

Felix Mulholland 

For and on behalf of MCF 

September 2011 
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