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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to provide the Partnership and Committee with an update of the projects 
and initiatives contained within the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan. 

Background 

The Motherwell Town Centre Action plan was originally approved by North Lanarkshire 
Council’s Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005. It sets the context for a multi- 
agency and wide ranging approach to delivering the regeneration process in Motherwell 
Town Centre. This report is the latest in a series of updates provided at each cycle of the 
Area Partnership. 

Environmental Improvement Works - Phase 3 Muir Street 

Work on the third phase of streetscape improvements in Motherwell town centre is 
programmed to start on site in January 2012. A contractor is due to be appointed following 
the tendering of the works in September / October 201 1. 

As previously reported the Phase 3 works will link the earlier phases of improvements in 
Hamilton Road and Merry Street and extend along Muir Street to the railway station. In 
keeping with Phases 1 and 2 the pavements will be resurfaced with granite slabs, the street 
lighting and street furniture renewed and street trees planted. In Muir Street the carriageway 
will be reduced to a single lane, formalised parking and service bays created and the road 
will be reprofiled to remove the double kerb and widen the pavement to improve pedestrian 
access. 

The traffic management arrangements, including road closures, will be confirmed on the 
appointment of a contractor as will the start date and work programme. 

Action Plans 

A guidance note on Town Centre Frameworks has been prepared to explain their purpose, 
outline the process involved and publicise the opportunity for the public and local businesses 
to be involved. 

The interest and involvement of the Community Forum in the preparation of the Framework 
including their help to engage with the wider community is welcomed. This role will be 
discussed further with the Forum ahead of the public consultation event which was 
provisionally programmed for December 201 1 but is now planned for early February 2012. 
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5. Recommendation 

5.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Lorna Ogilvy on 01 236 63261 8. (5 December 201 1) 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the current position of the redevelopment 
of the former Ravenscraig Steelworks, and to advise the Committee of forthcoming 
developments. 

Background 

Outline planning permission has been granted for the redevelopment of the Ravenscraig site, 
involving housing, business and industry, a new town centre, major leisure facilities, 
community facilities, parkland and transport improvements. The overall development is being 
taken forward by Ravenscraig Limited, a Joint Venture Partnership between Tata Steel, 
Scottish Enterprise and Wilson Bowden Developments. It is expected to take up to 20 years to 
complete the development. 

Planning Assessment and Conclusion 

Motherwell College has relocated to Ravenscraig, opening in August 2009. The development 
comprises a 5 storey main teaching and administration block, a workshop block, a 7 storey 
student residence block with 50 flats, and a children’s nursery. 

The Regional Sports Facility, jointly funded by North Lanarkshire Council, SportScotland and 
Ravenscraig Limited, opened in 2010. The facility contains a full size indoor football pitch, 
outdoor pitches, indoor athletics facilities, a sports hall, gymnasium, dance studios and 
classroom facilities for use by Motherwell College. Since its opening there have been several 
major sporting events held at Ravenscraig, including boxing and televised snooker, as well as 
non-sporting uses such as the Election Count for the North Lanarkshire constituencies in the 
Scottish Parliament Elections. The facility is also a potential training venue for the 2012 
Olympics and 201 4 Commonwealth Games. 

Ongoing Developments 

The first phase of housing development is underway, with the first houses occupied in late 
2010. North Lanarkshire Council and Clyde Valley Housing Association are both involved in 
the development, which is being carried out by David Wilson Homes. 

The Building Research Establishment (BRE) are developing an Innovation Park. This will be 
similar to their facility at their HQ near Watford, where new building techniques and products 
can be trialled and showcased. The Innovation Park will contain several full-scale buildings, 
built using new technologies, products and designs, as well as a visitor centre. The site has 
been prepared for this development, and planning permission has been granted for the visitor 
centre and one of the demonstration buildings; work on these buildings is expected to begin in 
Spring 201 2. 
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Work on the Area Planning Briefs required for the Town Centre development and the new 
access infrastructure is nearing completion. These documents are required under the terms of 
the outline planning permission, and provide detailed advice to prospective developers 
regarding specific requirements relating to the development, as well as information on the site 
conditions and any further investigation required. Any detailed planning applications 
subsequently submitted are expected to accord with the terms of the Area Planning Briefs. 

Future Developments 

Discussions are ongoing between Ravenscraig Limited and other housebuilders regarding the 
next stage of residential development, which would take place on remaining sections of land 
already prepared for housing development. Discussions have also been held with a 
prospective developer in relation to a commercial leisure proposal at the site, and a planning 
application may be submitted in early 201 2. 

Other Issues 

Discussions are continuing with Scottish Government and the Scottish Futures Trust regarding 
the finalisation of details relating to the Tax Incremental Financing proposal. 

Recommendation 

That the Local Area Partnership notes the content of this report. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Les Stevenson on 01 236 632480 
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