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Motherwell Community Forum Report to the Motherwell Area Local Area 
Partnership for December 201 1 

Introduction 
Since the last Local Area Partnership meeting, the Forum has met in October 
and November. On both occasions there was a very full agenda covering 
many aspects of the Forum's remit. 

Community Matters 
a) Railway Bridges 

This matter was first raised a number of months ago, but as yet there 
appears to be no obvious development The Forum is anxious to see this 
matter satisfactory resolved. 

Q. Has there been any change since it was reported that NLC is in talks 
with Network Rail, if so, what are these if not what stage are the ongoing 
discussions at and when can we reasonably expect the matter to be 
resolved? 

b) Community Safety 

I. Muirhouse and Flemington - Representatives from this area who 
regularly attend Forum meetings are pleased to report that as a 
result of action on issues raised by the Forum through the Local 
Area Team, significant change for the better in their community is 
noted. Many of the local issues raised during the year have been 
dealt with and are now working well. 

II. Community Cohesion -The Forum was happy to welcome 
representatives from the Muslim Community to our November 
meeting. Whilst the group were in attendance primarily to discuss 
the Sainsbury's Planning Application their Spokesperson on the 
night took the opportunity to raise key issues about perceptions and 
the experiences of the Muslim Community residing and or with 
business interests in our area. 

Sgt Park kindly extended an invitation to the group to meet with him 
out with the meeting so that they could discuss the matters raised at 
the meeting at length. This is an issue that the Forum will return to 
in future. 
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Meantime, we think it is worth raising the issue with the Local Area 
Partnership who may wish to ask for a report from the Local Area 
Team as to the extent, nature and perceived success of efforts to 
engage with the Muslim Community in the Motherwell Area. 

c) Sainsbury’s planning application. 
This matter was discussed at some length at our November meeting. 

There is no doubt that there is genuine concern about the impact on the 
town and local communities should this application be approved. 

The Forum submitted some comment on the proposal to the relevant 
department, our statement highlighting the concerns raised by Ladywell 
Community Council and representatives from the local Muslim Community 
both of whom spoke at length on the issue on the night. 

The key concerns are effect on the vitality/viability of our Town Centre, the 
scale of the development more akin to an Out of Town development than 
enhancing and complementing existing services/shops and finally the 
location in terms of problems with traffic, noise, anti-social behaviour and 
the aesthetic as this is a key location in the town. 

The Forum mindful of the key role our Community Council play in respect 
of planning matters decide on this occasion adopted neutral stance when 
submitting our comments about the plans. 

Whatever decision is reached given the nature of the application and the 
significance of the location it will have a lasting effect on the town and 
local residents. 

The 14 days deadline for making comments on applications of this type is 
far too restrictive as is limiting the number to 2000 characters for online 
submission. 

Q. What action might the Council undertake to ensure that Community 
Councils and local organisations and community representatives and 
active citizens are better informed and supported to ensure that they can 
fulfil the role expected of them on these occasions? It seems to us that 
the restricting of comments to 2000 characters is an issue that is simple to 
resolve. 

d) Road traffic Congestion. 

Leaving aside those matters beyond the control of NLC, for example, 
severe weather and road traffic accidents, the continuing serious 
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congestion especially during peak times is a complete nightmare for road 
users making their work round the town. 

Q. Will the Council consider reviewing the cause of the problem and revisit 
their strategies in respect of the roads network in our area as a matter of 
urgency ? 

3. Health Matters 
Action Plan 201 1-1 2 

The Forum continues to implement their action plan for health 
improvement and community engagement for 201 1-1 2. 

Truth about Youth Awards 

The Forum with NHS Lanarkshire sponsored The Truth about Youth 
Awards. This event organised by Motherwell Youth Voice was an 
extremely successful occasion which recognised the great commitment of 
so many of our young people to personal development and to supporting 
their local communities in our district 

Multi faith Event 

Successfully delivered by Humjolie and supported by MCF which shares 
what major religious celebrations mean to Christians, Muslim and Hindu’s 
and enabling women from these diverse communities to meet, breaking 
down cultural barriers building trust and cross cultural friendship. 

Halloween Event 

In Partnership with Greenlink, two family events took place around 
Halloween time which promoted healthy lifestyles through physical activity 
and healthy eating. 

Alcohol Consumption 

In Local schools a play “Acceptance” was staged. Which raised awareness 
of the effect of alcohol on individuals and families? Interaction with school 
pupils offered the opportunity to explore the issues within the play 
supported by Community Learning and Development staff. 

Public Partnership Forum 

The Forum continues to actively participate in the work of the North 
Lanarkshire Public Partnership Forum Reference Group. 
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g) Motherwell Town Centre - Action Plan 

After a long enforced delay the Forum is once again in contact with a 
representative of NLC Planning about ways of engaging with the wider 
community in the development and d creation of a framework document 
which should lead to an action plan for the future development of our town 
centre and environs 

h) VOSCARS 

This event was organised by VANL as part of the European year of 
Volunteering Two members of the Forum received nominations for one of 
the categories. Sadly neither won a final award but did receive certificates 
acknowledging their work in the community 

i) Money Matters/ Fuel Poverty Event 

Fuel Poverty is an issue that the Forum first identified as a key concern in 
our community following on from the discussion with the wider community 
as part of the Hard Choices Big Decision consultation exercise. This event 
is targeted at those on pension income and or fixed/low incomes. The aim 
of the event is to help them get the most for their energy pound. 

Working with NLC Social work Dept and NHS Lanarkshire and with the 
support of our Community Engagement Officer we can confirm that the 
organising of the event is progressing on time and as planned. The more 
difficult task is encouraging members of the community to attend and 
participate on the day but here as well good work is being done behind the 
scenes, this work we hope will ensure the event is the success we hope it 
will be. 

Felix Mulholland 

For and on behalf of MCF 

December 201 1 
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