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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to provide the Partnership and Committee with an update of the projects 
and initiatives contained within the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan. 

Background 

The Motherwell Town Centre Action plan was originally approved by North Lanarkshire 
Council’s Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005. It sets the context for a multi- 
agency and wide ranging approach to delivering the regeneration process in Motherwell 
Town Centre. This report is the latest in a series of updates provided at each cycle of the 
Area Partnership. 

Environmental Improvement Works - Phase 3 Muir Street 

Work on the third phase of streetscape improvements in Motherwell town centre started on 
site in February 201 2 following the appointment of the contractor MacLay Civil Engineering in 
December 201 1. 

As previously reported the works will link the earlier phases of improvements in Hamilton 
Road and Merry Street and extend along Muir Street to the railway station. In keeping with 
Phases 1 and 2 the pavements are being resurfaced with granite slabs, the street lighting 
and street furniture renewed and street trees planted. In Muir Street the carriageway is being 
reduced to a single lane with formalised bays for parking, servicing and taxis. The road and 
footway are being reprofiled to remove the double kerb and widen the pavement to improve 
pedestrian access. Working together with Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) the 
railway station forecourt has been resurfaced and improvements are being made to the 
waiting area at the bus stops in Muir Street to provide a better interchange between bus and 
rail. 

A temporary road closure is in place for the duration of the works. Access along Muir Street 
is being maintained for pedestrians but there is currently no through route for vehicles along 
Muir Street between its junction with Hamilton Road /West Hamilton Street and its junction 
with Hope Street. Bus passengers are being redirected to stops in Hamilton Road and West 
Hamilton Street and a temporary taxi rank has been set up in the nearby Hope Street / 
Pollock Street car park. 

The contract period for the project is 50 weeks giving a completion date of January 2013. 
We are aiming to reduce the timescale of the works where possible based on the contractor’s 
current contracted hours. The main uncertainty with regard to the programming of the works 
is the servicing and utility works. Once these are completed the programme will be updated 
according I y. 

The paving to the station forecourt and the west side of Muir Street by Motherwell Point and 
Ladbrokes is now complete. During May the contractor will be excavating and resurfacing 
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the footway on the south side of Merry Street before moving onto the north side of the street. 
Each of these phases of work will take approximately four weeks to complete. 

Monthly progress updates will continue to be posted on the Council’s website and issued to 
traders within the area of the works. 

Park and Ride Car Parks 

Work has started on site to create two new park and ride car parks for Motherwell train 
station, with one located on Farm Street by the Heritage Centre and the other between St 
Vincents Place and Muir Street. The car parks are being funded by Strathclyde Partnership 
for Transport and are due to be completed and in use by August 2012. 

Town Centre Framework and Action Plan Review 

The development of a policy framework and revised action plan to guide the management 
and change of Motherwell Town Centre over the next ten years is progressing with public 
events held in March with the comments gathered being used to inform the town centre 
framework. 

Two workshops were held at the beginning of March which brought partners and 
stakeholders together to consider the town centre’s strengths and weaknesses and to look to 
its future role and performance over the next 10 years. This was followed by an event 
organised and held with the Community Forum on 31 March to engage with shoppers and to 
establish what they think of the town centre. 

The results of the shoppers’ survey together with the results of an earlier traders’ survey will 
be fed into the town centre health check which forms the first stage in the review process. 
Further feedback on this consultation, the town centre health check and developing 
Framework for Motherwell Town Centre will be reported to the next meeting of the Local 
Area Partnership. 

A guidance note which sets out the process for preparing the Frameworks can be viewed on 
the North Lanarkshire Council website at http://www.northlanarkshire.caov.uk/framework 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan. 
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