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I. Introduction 

The Forum has met on three occasions since the last meeting of the Local Area 
Partnership. The next meeting happens to be our Annual General Meeting, scheduled for 
Thursday 31 May, meeting being held in the Moorings House Hotel, 114 Hamilton Road, 
Motherwell, commencing 06:30 for 7pm start. Formal invitations have been sent to 
members, and the AGM promoted in the local press and other media. Likewise, we 
would like to take this opportunity to extend the invitation to elected members for the 
Motherwell Area. 

2. Community Matters 

a. Railway Bridges 

The Forum would appreciate an update on progress, if any, on this outstanding 
matter. 

b. Sainsbury Supermarket - Planning Application 

At the request of Sainsbury's plc their representatives attended the February meeting 
to discuss their proposed development at Tinkers lane. A lengthy discussion took 
place with an opportunity to raise a number of concerns. These included, 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

V. 

vi. 

vii. 

Had all the necessary documents been presented in accordance with the 
guidelines and requirements of the planning process? 

Had they considered alternative sites in the area? In particular whether there 
was an opportunity to locate in the Town Centre or the Ravenscraig site? 

Had an Environmental Impact survey been undertaken? 

Would the Company give assurances that permanent and full time jobs would 
be made available to the long term unemployed and to young people? 

Could they confirm the number of jobs to be created? 

Could the company confirm that the number of new jobs created by their 
proposed development would be greater than those likely to be lost in the 
Town Centre? 

In relation to the answers received to the last three questions the Forum 
remains unconvinced about the merits of the existing application. There are 
real concerns about the affect a development of this size on the vitality and 
viability of our Town Centre and the effect on small businesses. 



c. Fuel Poverty Event - Money Matters 

As advised at the January LAP the forum was planning a Fuel Poverty event. The 
Event in partnership with NLC Social Work Dept and NHS Lanarkshire took place at 
the end of January. Over 70 members of the public were in attendance. The 
evaluation of day showed this to be a very successful and worthwhile event. We 
acknowledge the great support of Stephen Brown NLC, Clare Malone and Lizzie 
Hammond NHS Lanarkshire and all the speakers. 

The template for this event was shared with Airdrie Community Forum who held a 
similar day in March 2012. 

d. Motherwell Town Centre: 

Members of the Forum participated in two consultations on 1 st & 3rd March on town 
centre regeneration. In addition, with Planning Dept the Forum held a public 
consultation in Motherwell town centre on 3Ist March. We await the results of all 
three events and the production of an action plan. 

e. Health Promotion and Engagement 

Our programme for 201 1/2012 is completed. A report will be presented at our AGM 
at the end of the month. 

Plans are now taking shape for the 2012/1013 programme which should be ready for 
the end of June. 

Other: 

The Forum welcomes the allocation of Grant of nearly f 18 million to help alleviate the 
scourge of youth unemployment. It is hoped the available training and job placement 
opportunities are of the highest quality, offer good value for money to the taxpayer and most 
important deliver meaningful, permanent and adequately paid employment for participants in 
the scheme. 

We ask that the various schemes are closely monitored and the various programmes 
evaluated and that the LAP receives regular and detailed updates on the various schemes to 
allow us to demonstrate to the wider community that the money is being well invested. 

Ravenscraig -We note the changes in the day to day management of the Ravenscraig 
Master Plan. We further note that our MSP has tabled a question on this issue in the 
Scottish Parliament and that the reply to this question is due soon. The delivery of the 
Ravenscraig Master Plan is a key component of Regeneration locally so we wait with keen 
interest to hear how any changes in management might affect the delivery of the Master 
Plan. 

Felix Mulholland 

For and behalf of Motherwell Community Forum 


