
AGENDA ITEM No ,......- 4 .~.......-., 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To: MOTHERWELL 8. DISTRICT LOCAL AREA 
PARTNERSHIP 

Subject: RAVENSCRAIG DEVELOPMENT 
- UPDATE 

From: HEAD OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

v A U G U S T 2 0 1 0  I Ref: S W L S  

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the current position of the 
redevelopment of the former Ravenscraig Steelworks, and to advise the Partnership of 
forthcoming developments. 

Background 

Outline planning permission has been granted for the redevelopment of the Ravenscraig 
site, involving housing, business and industry, a new town centre, major leisure facilities, 
community facilities, parkland and transport improvements. The overall development is 
being taken forward by Ravenscraig Limited, a Joint Venture Partnership between Tata 
Steel, Scottish Enterprise and Wilson Bowden Developments. It is expected to take up to 
20 years to complete the development 

Completed Developments 

Motherwell College has relocated to Ravenscraig, opening in August 2009. The 
development comprises a 5 storey main teaching and administration block, a workshop 
block, a 7 storey student residence block with 50 flats, and a children’s nursery. 

The Regional Sports Facility, jointly funded by North Lanarkshire Council, SportScotland 
and Ravenscraig Limited, opened in 2010. The facility contains a full size indoor football 
pitch, outdoor pitches, indoor athletics facilities, a sports hall, gymnasium, dance studios 
and classroom facilities for use by Motherwell College. Since its opening there have 
been several major sporting events held at Ravenscraig, including boxing and televised 
snooker, as well as non-sporting uses such as the Election Count for the North 
Lanarkshire constituencies in the Scottish Parliament Elections. The facility is also a 
potential training venue for the 201 4 Commonwealth Games 

Ongoing Developments 

The first phase of housing development is underway, with the first houses occupied in late 
201 0. North Lanarkshire Council and Clyde Valley Housing Association are both involved 
in the development, which is being carried out by David Wilson Homes. To date, more 
than 60 houses have been completed. 

The Building Research Establishment (BRE) are developing an Innovation Park. This will 
be similar to their facility at their HQ near Watford, where new building techniques and 
products can be trialled and showcased. The Innovation Park will contain several full- 
scale buildings, built using new technologies, products and designs, as well as a visitor 
centre. The site has been prepared for this development, and the visitor centre is currently 
under construction. Planning permission has been granted for one of the demonstration 
buildings, and other potential developers have had discussions with Planning and 
Development, with planning applications expected in the near future 
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The Area Planning Briefs required for the Town Centre development and the new access 
infrastructure have been submitted to the Council, and are currently being reviewed. 
These documents are required under the terms of the outline planning permission, and 
provide detailed advice to prospective developers regarding specific requirements relating 
to the development, as well as information on the site conditions and any further 
investigation required. Any detailed planning applications subsequently submitted are 
expected to accord with the terms of the Area Planning Briefs. 

Future Developments 

Preliminary discussions have taken place between planning officials and a housebuilder 
in respect of a further phase of housing on an 8 acre site, with a view to a planning 
application being submitted this year. A planning application for a commercial leisure 
proposal at Ravenscraig is also expected. 

Other Issues 

Discussions are continuing with Scottish Government and the Scottish Futures Trust 
regarding the finalisation of details relating to the Tax Incremental Financing proposal. 
The Council has agreed, at its meeting in July, to expenditure of up to €10 million towards 
infrastructure works and land acquisitions in relation to the upgrading of the A723; the 
funding for that project will ultimately come through the TIF scheme, but some actions are 
likely to be required in advance of that being finalised. 

There has recently been a change in Ravenscraig Limited’s management arrangements 
for the project, with the Capella Group no longer acting as their agents. Directors of 
Wilson Bowden Developments, one of the partners in Ravenscraig Limited, will take 
greater role in the management, and a former employee of Capella has been retained as 
a consultant and will continue to be involved in the project. Regular meetings at a senior 
level between North Lanarkshire Council and the Board of Ravenscraig Limited take 
place, and this will continue. It is not considered that there will be any adverse effect of 
the management change in relation to the Council’s dealings with the project 

There has also been an approach from the Scottish Steelworkers Memorial Fund, who 
have a proposal to erect a memorial to those who lost their lives in the Scottish Steel 
Industry. The intention is to have a statue located close to the Regional Sports Facility. 
Preliminary discussions have taken place, and the Fund has provided sketches of one 
option, and indicated that they have been in discussion with a renowned sculptor. At 
present, no planning application has been submitted, but the Fund have indicated that 
they would hope to have the memorial in place in 2013 

Recommendation 

That the Local Area Partnership notes the content of this report 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Les Stevenson, on 01236 632480 (1 2 July 201 2) 
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