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Since the last  Local Area Partnership meeting the Forum has met on 31st May. 
For our AGM and on the 21" June to formulate our Action Plan for 2012/2013 
The Forum is not scheduled to meet again until August 

Our AGM was well attended and the Forum was pleased to  appoint Paul 
Stephen ( a member of Motherwell Youth Voice) as our new Secretary. 
Thomas Hughes, Grace Westwood and Felix Mulholland were re appointed to 
their respective roles . Our Guest Speakers were representatives from 
Humjolie a Multicultural inter faith group of Asian women active in North 
Lanarkshire 

Our action plan meeting went well. The plan will be presented to the 
September meeting for the approval of all the members. 

This meeting approved the Health and Community Engagement locality 
budget for 2012/2013. A copy of the budget plan is attached for information 

Co mm u n ity Matters 

Railway Bridges: 

Members will recollect that a t  the LAP meeting of 30th May in response to an 
unsatisfactory reply from Network Rail regarding the maintenance and repair 
of Bridges within our localities. It was agreed that the Convenor of the Lap 
would write to Network Rail with the full weight of the council behind him, 
expressing the view that their response is completely unacceptable and that 
immediate action to address this issue is required. 

The Forum would appreciate an early update of developments 

Ravenscraig Masterplan 

The Forum remains supportive of the ideas and aspirations as set out in the 
masterplan. However we note the increasingly pessimistic tone of reports on 
the project which have appeared in the national and local media recently 
Indeed there are some detractors of the plan who are going as far to  suggest 
the project is a white elephant 
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Sadly there are too many recent examples of public funded works going over 
budget and or not delivering the benefits to the community as was envisaged. 
Given the continuing economic uncertainties and the apparent unwillingness 
of big business to commit to projects on the scale of Ravenscraig, The Forum is 
concerned about the viability and sustainability of the Ravenscraig Masterplan. 
Our main fear is that the use of TIF and or similar funding arrangements could 
leave the council taxpayer funding a project that has not delivered as intended. 
The Forum is seeking assurances from the Council that the necessary 
safeguards are in place that will ensure council taxpayers are protected from 
the danger of picking up the tab for any future funding of projects linked to the 
Ravenscraig Masterplan 

Youth Unemploment 

The Lap will recall that the Forum welcomed the Council’s investment of the 
many millions of pounds to help alleviate the scourge of youth unemployment. 
The Forum notes with concern the figures released by Skills Development 
Scotland indicating that 40% of modern apprenticeships have been allocated to 
young people already in full time employment 

The Forum is seeking assurances that this will not be the case in any 
programmes funded by the Council from the f 18 million investment in North 
Lanarkshire and that the necessary evaluation and monitoring process are in 
place 

M ui r Street 

The Forum notes that the works on Muir Street appear to be progressing well 
and hope that it will be finished on schedule and within budget 

We note that the traffic congestion which was expected is being exacerbated 
by buses parking in West Hamilton Street in the bus lane that serves the bus 
stops a t  the bottom this practice is causing needless congestion and slowing of 
traffic flow. 

Can this be addressed please? 

Felix Mulholland 

For and behalf of Motherwell Community Forum 
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