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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the delivery of Motherwell Town 
Centre Action Plan projects and Town Centre Activities initiatives. 

Background 

The Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan was approved by North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Economic Regeneration Committee in March 2005 as a partnership approach to the 
regeneration of Motherwell Town Centre. This report is the latest in a series of updates 
provided at each cycle of the Area Partnership on the current projects and initiatives being 
delivered through the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan and by Town Centre Activities. 

As previously reported works identified in the Action Plan are nearing completion and Town 
Centre Frameworks to guide future management and change in North Lanarkshire’s town 
centres are being developed to continue to build on the successes that have been achieved to 
date. A guidance note which setting out the process for preparing these Frameworks can be 
viewed at http://www.northlanarkshire.aov.uk/towncentres . A summary of the comments 
received through the first round of public consultation can be viewed at 
www.northlanarkshire.aov.uk/motherwell . 

The Council will determine its capital Plan for the period 201 3/14 to 201 7/18 in early 201 3 and 
the partnership will be advised of any budget allocation for the town centre at a future meeting. 

Project Updates 

Environmental Improvement Works - Phase 3 Muir Street / Hamilton Road 

The Phase 3 streetscape improvement project was completed early in November 201 2 and 
Muir Street reopened to through traffic. 

In keeping with Phases 1 and 2 the quality and appearance of the pavements in Muir Street 
and Hamilton Road have been upgraded by resurfacing them with granite slabs, new street 
lighting and street furniture has been installed and street trees planted. In addition pedestrian 
access has been improved along Muir Street by re profiling the road to remove the double 
kerb and widen the pavement. The carriageway from Motherwell Cross to the train station has 
been reduced to a single lane and bays created for parking, loading and taxis. 

Improvements to the station forecourt and the adjacent bus stop, as funded by Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport (SPT) provide an attractive entrance to the station and improved 
waiting facilities for bus passengers. The kerb at the bus stop has been realigned to make it 
easier for buses to pull into the stop and we will continue to work with SPT and the bus 
operators to ensure the proper use of the bus stop to reduce traffic congestion. 
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Design work is underway in relation to works to West Hamilton Street, to Coursington Street 
(front of Cathedral), and to floodlight Motherwell Library faGade and the Old Town Hall tower. 
An access audit is also being arranged to help ensure that the Town Centre complies with 
accessibility best practice in terms of disability parking places, drop kerbs, etc. 

Town Centre Framework and Action Plan Review 

A newsletter summarising the responses from the public consultation events held earlier in the 
year can be viewed on line at www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/motherwell . Copies are also 
available at Motherwell First Stop Shop and Motherwell Library. Follow up public engagement 
events will be held in week commencing 28 January 2013. 

Town Centre Activities 

Several new retailers have recently opened in Motherwell, with Perfect Home, Interiors, 
Officer’s Club and the Card Factory bringing large vacant units in Brandon Parade South back 
into use. The unit vacancy rate (retail & offices) currently lies at 9% taking into account recent 
closures include Clarks and Dolland & Aitchinson. 

Overall feedback to Town Centre Activities on the refurbishment of Muir Street has been 
positive with retailers and shoppers generally welcoming the environmental and pedestrian 
access improvements. 

Levels of footfall for Motherwell Town Centre during November 2012 show no significant 
change from November 2011 and compares favourably with other North Lanarkshire town 
centres, many of which are experiencing reduced fooffall. 

Business Improvement Districts 

The Council is currently looking into the potential for establishing Business Improvement 
Districts (BID) in North Lanarkshire’s town centres. A BID is a defined area within which a levy 
is generated from all non domestic ratepayers and used to provide services additional to local 
authority baseline services. A BID is also conditional on strong support from the private sector 
via a formal ballot and must have the support of the local authority to succeed. 

The growth of BIDS in Scotland has been steady since 2008 with 17 now established and a 
further 16 in development, covering 20 local authority areas. At its meeting of 22 November 
201 2 the Policy and Resources (Regeneration & Infrastructure) Sub Committee approved 
further work on BIDS (Business Improvement Districts). The work will involve engaging with 
town centre businesses to raise awareness of BIDS and assessing whether any of the town 
centres would like to work towards developing a pilot BID for North Lanarkshire. This work is 
scheduled to be completed by the end of April 201 3. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Lorna Ogilvy on 01 236 63261 8. (6 December 201 2) 
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