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Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the delivery of Motherwell Town 
Centre Action Plan projects and Town Centre Activities initiatives. 

Motherwell Town Centre Framework and Action Plan 

A newsletter summarising the responses and draft framework is available at Motherwell First 
Stop Shop and Motherwell Libraries and on-line at www.northlanarkshire.aov,uWmotherwell 

As previously reported works identified in the current Action Plan are nearing completion and 
the Motherwell Town Centre Framework is being developed to guide future management and 
change and to continue to build on the successes that have been achieved to date. 

Project Updates 

Environmental Improvement Works - Motherwell Librarv and Old Town Hall 
This proposal involves floodlighting the front elevations of the Library and old town hall to 
highlight their architectural features and enhance the evening streetscape after dark. The 
works are underway and due to be completed by early October 201 3. 

Environmental Improvement Works - Phase 4 West Hamilton Street 
This project will extend the recent streetscape improvements in Hamilton Road and Muir Street 
south along West Hamilton Street as part of the phased programme to update and upgrade the 
town centre’s streets and public places. The proposed works include resurfacing the footway 
in granite slabs, improvements to the bus stops and bus bays and replacing two of the high 
lighting masts with standard street lights. Revised draft drawings will be presented at the 
meeting prior to public display on the internet and in Motherwell Library. 

Environmental Improvement Works and Car Park - Motherwell Cathedral / Coursinaton Road 
The design for traffic management measures and streetscape works in Coursington Road to 
enhance the approach to and setting of Motherwell Cathedral is being progressed in 
discussion with Historic Scotland and the Diocese of Motherwell who are interested in creating 
a memorial garden on part of the former school site. Drawings of the proposed scheme will be 
presented at the meeting prior to public display on the internet and in Motherwell Library. 

Railwav Footbridaes 
Following their attendance at the previous LAP meeting and a subsequent site meeting at 
Logans Road / Bellshill Road in June, Network Rail have provided the following update on 
works to address the issue of the poor condition and appearance of the railway footbridges in 
Motherwell: 

0 The remedial works to Ladywell and Melville Drive bridges as previously proposed are 
subject to confirmation of Network Rail’s funding settlement. Funding levels for the next 
5 years should be known soon. In the meantime basic improvements at Melville Drive 
bridge are being pursued. 
Further clarification is being sought on the maintenance responsibility for the iron fence 
along Muir Street and Bellshill Road. 

0 



0 A contractor is due to visit Logan Road and Muir Street to specify and cost tidy-up works 
including weeding / vegetation removal and painting the fence. 
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Access Audit 
An access audit has recently been undertaken with the North Lanarkshire Disability Access 
Panel to help identify barriers to and opportunities for improving access in the town centre with 
a view to agreeing a programme of works for delivery through the emerging town centre 
framework and action plan. 

National Review of Town Centres 

Further to the publication of the recommendations from the External Advisory Group to the 
Scottish Government on a national review of town centres, as reported to the previous 
meeting, the Scottish Government is considering the report with a view to producing an action 
plan for Scotland’s town centres this autumn. The action plan will set out the Government’s 
response in the first instance and go on to invite local authorities, communities and other key 
sectors to contribute to its development. The report entitled “Community and Enterprise in 
Scotland’s Town Centres” is available to view on-line at 

Town Centre Activities Update 

**  

** 

* note that void % can vary according to whether you count shops, businesses,community & charitable uses. Once a year voids are calculated by sq m. 

** note that a number of footfall counters have not been operational for full 12  months 

*** %from TCA 

5.2 The Christmas Light Switch On will take place in Motherwell Town Centre on Thursday 14” 
November from 3.30pm to 5.00pm. 

5.3 The provision of town centre Wi-Fi is currently being piloted in Motherwell in partnership with 
the Brandon Shopping Centre. The scheme will be assessed on implementation with a view to 
rolling it out to other town centres. 

6. Recommendation 

6.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Motherwell Town Centre Action Plan. 
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