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1. Introduction 

The Motherwell Community Forum Annual General Meeting took place at the end 
of May 201 3. The current Office Bearers were re-elected. The Forum took our 
usual summer break shortly, which means this is our first report since our AGM. 
This report has been prepared prior to our next scheduled meeting on Thursday 
26 September 201 3. 

2. Health and community engagement - Fruit tasting 

Working with the Motherwell Locality Health Improvement Team, and as means 
to encourage wider participation in the Forum, and to further our commitment to 
promoting the health and well-being agenda, we organised a fruit tasting event as 
part of our meeting on Thursday 29 August 201 3, the first meeting after our 
summer break. 

Those in attendance took part in a controlled tasting of the produce that we 
purchased from various national supermarket chains within our area and the 
Near not Dear food co-operative based in North Motherwell. 

We asked participants to rate the produce on appearance, taste and quality to 
allow us to determine which source of fruit offered the best value whilst losing 
nothing on taste or appearance; the fruit chosen for its nutritional properties and 
because it is readily available in all outlets. 

The fruit tasting was well received by participants. The result may be surprising to 
some, as it was found that the fruit that cost us the least to purchase scored 
highest on several of the categories. 

The supplier who came out on top on the night was the local Near not Dear food 
co-operative. 

This small sample suggests that good quality fruit is readily available locally and 
at an affordable price; however there may be reluctance in some quarters to use 
the food co-operative as recent media coverage of food bank could be skewing 
public opinion for this worthwhile service. The Forum by way of our revamped 
website will be promoting the Near not Dear food cooperative. 

3. Welfare Reform - Spare room subsidy (Bedroom Tax) - Housing shortage 

The work of NL’s Financial Inclusion Team to help those adversely affected by 
the introduction of the Spare Room Subsidy (now more commonly referred to as 



the Bedroom Tax) clearly evidences the extent and seriousness of the effect the 
loss of housing benefit as those who rely on this benefit to meet their rent. 

Whilst we note that NLC is committed to support tenants to the fullest extent in 
order to minimise the financial burden and possible threat of eviction from rent 
arrears that would inevitably arise otherwise. The Forum has some time voiced 
our concerns about the adverse effect of this measure on the Council’s Housing 
Revenue budget and as important the impact on the health and well-being of 
those affected. The evidence to date shows we were right to be concerned. 

Leaving aside the specific arguments that arise around the change in benefit this 
measure shows the scale of the problem that faces our communities in finding 
affordable, desirable, and available housing that meets their needs. Whatever the 
future of this measure may be it is clear there must be a rethink on the provision 
of social housing. 

4. Fuel Poverty 

The LAP will recall the successful Fuel Poverty event that the Forum delivered in 
partnership with NLC and NHS Lanarkshire back in January 201 1. The event 
following on from the work we had done to highlight the ever growing problem of 
fuel poverty adversely affecting households throughout North Lanarkshire. 

We have continued in our efforts to keep the local community informed about this 
issue and signposted means for them to access the support and advice that is 
available to help them get the most from their energy pound, for example, 
circulating an email we received from Home Energy Scotland promoting the 
Home Visits service that they offer free of charge to vulnerable households to 
provide impartial energy advice face to face, and advise on what financial support 

5. Town Centre Regeneration - Imagine Motherwell 

The Forum has acknowledged the improvement to our Town Centre on 
completion of the upgrade to the Streetscape. 

In addition, the success of the Town Centre owners in their efforts to attract new 
business, improving on the retail choice in the process is welcome as is the 
capital investment in the aesthetic on Brandon Parade. 

We would like to see the momentum continue where improvements to our Town 
Centre are concerned; NLC’s long awaited and much anticipated Town Centre’s 
Strategy is key to this. When can we expect the publication of the Strategy for NL 
Town Centres? 



6. Estate Management - Woodville Rise 

The Forum has long voiced our grave concerns about the continuing community 
safety and related health and well being issues arising from the apparent lack of 
estate management in this area. 

At the last LAP we asked for an update on the current thinking within Council 
about what action needs to be taken to address the problems in this part of North 
Forgewood. 

I was advised at the last LAP meeting that pending an imminent announcement 
about this area, it would not be appropriate at this time to discuss the issues we 
raised in detail. Having agreed to the request to refrain from discussion I am 
disappointed to have received no communication of any form from the 
appropriate department about the announcement. Instead I have had to rely on 
local media and hearsay which to say the least is unsatisfactory, 

Relying on local media for information which may or may not be totally accurate, I 
am fearful that the underlying problems on this estate are not nearly being 
addressed by the proposed demolition of the buildings left structurally unsafe 
because of fire and the environmental works completed recently. What is needed 
here is an urgent comprehensive strategic review of the estate including all 
statutory bodies, stakeholders and residents. 

7. Health - Community Engagement -Well Said Event 

As part of our engagement strategy for our area, the Forum is working in 
partnership with NHS Lanarkshire and NLC to deliver an event on 31 October 
201 3 at which we will be providing the opportunity for local residents to be part of 
a major discussion about they can influence the shaping of the Single Outcome 
Agreement and Local Area Plan for the following year. A number of local 
members have got back to us to confirm their intention to attend on the day, their 
willingness to do so is much appreciated by the Forum and is sure to encourage 
would be delegates to get along on the day. 

8. Newsletter 

The next edition of our newsletter is should be available for circulation shortly. 

Felix Mulholland 


