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EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 8 
FEBRUARY 2000 

7 

SCHEME OF ADMINISTRATION AND STANDING ORDERS: AREA COMMITTEES 

1 1. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 7 December 
1999 when the Area Committee structure was approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 19 January 2000 by the Director of Administration advising that the Council’s Scheme of 
Administration and Standing Orders required to be reviewed to take account of that decision and 
proposing (1) that the Terms of Reference of Area Committees, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the 
report, be included in the Scheme of Administration; (2) that Standing Orders be amended to 
include Area Committees in the general rule for quorum of Committees and Sub-Committees of the 
Council to the effect that a quorum shall be at least one quarter of the whole number of Members 
but no less than three Members; (3) that Standing Orders be amended to allow the provisions for 
moving and seconding motions, which apply generally to Committees and Sub-Committees, to 
apply equally to Area Committees, and (4) that the Director of Administration be authorised to 
amend the Scheme of Administration and Standing Orders and arrange for their printing and 
dissemination. 

Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Smith, moved that the contents of the report be 
approved. 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor Cox, moved as an amendment that, in relation to the 
moving and seconding of motions or amendments at Area Committee meetings, the status quo be 
maintained allowing one Member to put fotward a proposal without the support of a seconder. 

On a vote being taken, 2 Members voted for the amendment and 16 Members voted for the 
motion, which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be approved. 



2 

To: POLICY AND RESoI.RcES 
COMMITTEE 

Mm DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Date: 19Januq2000 Ref: JAF/JL 

Subject: SCHEME OF ADMINISTRATION AND 
STANDING ORDERS: AREA COMMITTEES 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

3. 

3.1 

Background 

The Committee, at its meeting on 7 Deceniber, following consideration of a report by the Director of 
Community Services giving an update on the review of decentralisation and detailing options for 
consideration, agreed that there be a structure of six Area.Co&ttees. That decision was approved by 
the Council at its meeting on 16 December 1999. It is now appropriate to review the Council’s Scheme 
of Administration and Standing Orders to take account of that decision. 

.. 
Scheme of Administration 

The Scheme of Administration as approved by the Council does not include Terms of Reference of 
Area C o d t t e e s  and, accordingly, require amendment. It is proposed that the Terms of Reference of 
the Area Cormnittees reflect those previously approved by the Council adjusted, at t h i s  time,,orily to 
reflect the decision of the Council that the Community Services (ComrnuniQ Development) 
Sub-Co&ttee is responsible for issues connected with decentralisation, including Links with h a  
committees. 

The proposed T e r n  of Reference for the Area Committees are contained in Appendix 1 to this report. 

Standing Orders 

In the current Standing Orders for conduct of Council and Committee Business, specific provision with 
regard to quonun is made for Area Committees. The general provision for Committees and 
Sub-Committees of the Council is that the quorum shall be at least one quarter of d e  whole number of 
members at that date subject to the proviso that in no case shall the quorum be less than three members. 
In terms of the structure of Area Committees as previously approved by d e  Council, two Committees 
comprised only three members. For that reason Area Committees were exempted from the proviso that 
the minimum quorum be three members and, with regard to Area Committees, the Standing Orders as 
currently approved provide that in no case shall the quorum be less than two menibers. In terms of the 
structure of Area Committees as now approved, the membership of the smallest Area C o d t t e e  
numbers eight. It is accordingly considered that the exemption previously applying to Area Cormnittees 
is no longer required and it is proposed that the terms of the Council’s Standing Orders be amended to 
provide that the general rule regarding quorum of Committees and Sub-Committees of d e  Council shall 
apply equally to Area Committees. 
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3.2 Similarly, having regard to the mall menibership of a nuniber of the former Area Committees, special 
provision was made in the Council’s Standing Orders whereby, in Area Committees, motions and 
amendments, if moved by a member, did not require the support of a seconder. Having regard to the 
number of members on the six Area Committees now approved, it is considered that this provision is no 
longer required. It is accordhgly proposed that the provisions for moving and secondmg motions 
applying generally to Committees and Sub-Committees of the Council apply equally to Area 
Committees and that the Standing Orders be altered accordingly. 

3.3 Finally, it is proposed that the terms of the Council’s Standing Orders be altered to reflect the 
provisions of the Scheme of Administration that the minutes of Area Committees fall to be submitted to 
the CommrUnity Services (Community Development) Sub-Committee. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 It is recommended that the Committee approve the foregoing proposals and instruct the Director of 
Administration to amend accordingIy and arrange for the printing and dissemination of the amended 
Scheme of Administration and Standing Orders. 

Direct0 v.-. of Administr ion 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, Head 
of Central Services on Extension 2228. 

SA&SO.DOC 
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APPENDIX 1 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7 

8. 

9. 

10. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

AREA COMMITTEES 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

To discuss matters of local concern relative to the Council’s activities and functions; 

To consider and discuss the policy and operational arrangements affecting Councfi activities 
undertaken within the local area: 

To consider issues remitted to the Area Committee by the Council as a matter of particular 
consultation where there is a specific wish to ascertain the wishes of the c o d t y ;  

To consider and make suggestions as to the needs of the area concerning services which are the 
responsibility of the Council; 

To develop and update an area profile includins local needs, opportunities, issues and 
resources; 

To establish and support representative community forums as one mechanism for consultation 
and c o d t y  involvement and to develop effective working relationships with them; 

To support local community groups and voluntary organisations and provide a focus for 
participation and partnership involving the Council, the local community, the private and 
voluntary sectors and other public bodies; 

To make decisions in respect of requests for financial assistance under the Community Grants 
Scheme and other schemes of grant remitted to Area Committees by the Council and to 
administer Area Development budgets; 

To assist the Council in developing twinning links with any authority with which the Counca 
has agreed a formal twinning scheme and which has been traditionally or generay associated 
with the area of the Committee; and 

To carry out further functions as determined by the Community Services (Community 
Development) Sub-Committee. 

a 




