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To: NORTH AREA COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

Date: 13 MARCH 2000 I Ref: BP/MF 

Subject: CUMBERNAULD COMMuNlTY 
FORUM AND NORTHERN CORRIDOR 
COMMUNITY FORUM 

1. 

2. 

3. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minutes of the Cumbernauld Community Forum and 
Northern Corridor Community Forum meetings to the Area Committee. e 
MINUTES OF MEETINGS 

2.1 Cumbernauld Community Forum - minutes of the meetings of 19 January 1999, 2 March 
1999, 13 April 1999,29 June 1999 and 21 September 1999 are attached as Appendix 1. 

2.2 Northern Corridor Community Forum - minutes of the meetings of 2 March 1999, 10 August 
1999,28 September 1999,9 November 1999, and 10 January 2000 are attached as Appendix 2. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Area Committee is requested to note the minutes of meetings held bycumbernauld Community 
Forum and Northern Corridor Community Forum. 
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CUMBERILALXD COMMUNITY FORUM 

Minute of meeting held on Tuesday 19 January 1999 in District Court, Cumbernauld. 

Present: A. Dickson; R. Newton; W. Homer; Ms. E. Smith; E. Fisher; W. Kilpatrick; 
Ms. A. Sneddon; D. Carter; A. Sneddon; J. Boulton; Ms. H. Reilly; Ms. B. 
Withers; P. Weir; I. Cockburn; Ms. E. MacKenzie; T. Reilly; Cllr. S. 
Macleod; Cllr. D. McGlashan; Cllr B. Chadha; Cllr ‘4. Murray; and, Cllr. J. 
McKenna 

In attendance: B. Philliben (North Lanarkshire Council, Chief Executive’s); J. Duffy (Town 
Centre Initiatives); G. Cameron (North Lanarkshire Council, Planning and 
Development). 

Apologies: Ms. B. Hughes; G. Brown; Ms. I. Hanlon; Ms. M Patterson; C. Duncan; M. 
MacIntosh; Cllr. T. Beekman; and, Cllr. B. McCulloch. 

1. Minute of previous meeting 
e 

The minutes of the meeting of 24 November 1998 were approved. 

2. Matters Arising 

Access - it was noted that Access matters were now being considered by the newly formed Disability 
Forum. 

3. Town Centre Development 

- .  
Planning Department), reminded the Forum that town centre development previously had been raised 
as a matter to be considered by the Forum. In early discussions it had become apparent that there 
was a need for up to date information to be made available to the Forum. Furthermore at the Area 
Committee on 15 December 1998 it was agreed that opportunities for the Area Committee and 
Community Forum to come together should be maximised and accordingly, Councillors had been 
invited to attend this meeting. 

a 
Gordon Cameron then presented details of the proposed town centre developments highlighting that 
the town centre development had been initiated by the Cumbernauld Development Coiporation and 
now being developed by Campsie Development Company an armslength company of North 
Lanarkshire Council. 

Following the presentation the following matters were raised: 

a) Further information was requested on the proposed pedestrian routes; 

b) Community safety should be maximised and design shouId take account of community safery; 

c) Opportunities for community consultation and participation in the development process should 
be made; and, 

d) Town centre developments should be people centred and design should reflect this. 
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In concluding the discussion it was noted that community safety was a priority issue not only in 
relation to the development proposals, but also currently within the town. 

Accordingly, it was agreed to ask the Area Committee to support a request for an Officer’s report 
detailing proposals to ensure community safety and environmental maintenance in the south t o m  
centre area during the current and future construction works planned for the town centre 
development. 

4. Any Other Competent Business 

a) Council for Voluntary Service - notice of Conference on 1 1 March 1999. 

5. Closing Remarks 

In dosing the meeting, Stewart McCrae thanked Gordon Cameron for his input and thanked the 
North Lanarkshire Councillors for their contributions. 

6. Date of Next Meeting 
e 

The next meeting of the Community Forum will be held on 2 March 1999. 
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Minute of meeting held on Tuesday 2 March 1999 in District Court, Cumbernauld. 

Present: D. Carter, E. Fisher, W. Homer, Ms. E. MacKenzie, S McCrae, M McIntosh. C 
McNeil, H. Reilly, J. Reilly, T Reilly, Ms E. Smith, B Shields, P Weir. Ms. B. 
Withers, Cllr B. Chadha 

IR attendance: B. Philliben (North Lanarkshire Council, Chief Executive‘s); J McGuinness 
(North Lanarkshire Council. Education Department) 

Apologies: Mr A Sneddon, Mrs A Sneddon, M Castles (North Lanarkshire Council, Chief 
Executive’s). 

1. Minute of previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting of 19 January 1999 were approved. 

2. Matters Arising 

Town Centre Development Roadpootpath issue was raised, the item is on the agenda for the next 
Area committee meeting. Only members of the Campsie Committee are aware of the details, 
Counciilor Chadha urged members of the public to attend the Area Committee meeting to hear the 
debate. 

A Safety Report was requested at the Area Committee meeting of 5 February 1999 by the Community 
Forum. 

3. Identification of AOCB 

It is felt appropriate to provide this space on the agenda to allow the opportunity to raise issues. 

Issues raised:- Demolition at the bottom of Stonylee Road, there was a newspaper article one day and 
then the equipment disappeared the next day. The work which was started is incomplete and unsafe, 
this is causing an issue regarding public safety. Work is not scheduled to recommence until 15 March 
1999 at latest. Apparently the local shop is being relocated and this is causing a hold up. 

e 
Action: The Community Forum is to write to the Director of Planning regarding the above issue. 

4. North Lanarkshire Council - Departmental Restructuring 
Establishment of Community Service Department - presented by Jim McGuinness, NLC 

Mr McGuinness of the Education Department has responsibility for Community Education, Pre 5 
Education and Special Needs, he explained that reorganisation is recent, it has not been progressed 
yet and will take effect from 1 April 1999. The restructuring will reduce council departments from 9 
to 7 and will develop a more strategic overview which should provide the public with a more effective 
provision. 

The new department will be called the Community Services Department taking elements of former 
Leisure Services (ArtsLibraries, Spoflecreation, Public ParksKemeteries etc), Community 
Education and Careers Services, Social Work in particular Community Workers, from Chief 
Executive’s, Community Development Section. 

DMl023iCUMIBPN497 
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The department will also deal with public access to buildings, charges, grant applications where 

funding, this should reduce inefficiency and put money to better use, the other remit in the new 
department is what used to be known as Environmental Services. 

community groups would apply for one grant rather than apply to various council departments for J- 

The key objective of Community Services is to ensure that local groups get access to services easily 
and locally, working in partnership with the community and other enterprises looking at and making 
better use of the provision. All former departments invoIved in delivering services should work in 
partnership allowing everyone to participate in the agenda. 

The way forward would suggest that the new department will link with the Community Forum with 
regards to Community Planning. 

5. AOCB 

Constitution update: Copy circulated following on to previous document , the objectives come from 
people on the steering group but groups may have other ideas which should be fed back into the 
forum via Marion Patterson , secretary. 

6. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Community Forum will be held on 13 April 1999 at 7.15pm, Court Room, 
New Town Hall, Cumbernauld. 
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CUMBERNAULD COMMUNITY FORUM 

Minute of meeting of Cumbernauld Community Forum held on Tuesday 13 April 1999. 

Present C. Duncan; E. Smith; E. Fisher; J. Fisher; W. Kilpatrick; A. Sneddon; Aim Sneddon; J. 
Boulton; C. McNeil; S. McCrae; W. Ross; B. Withers; I. Cockburn; E. MacKenzie; and 
T. Reilly. 
B. Philliben, North Lanarkshire Council 
B. Hughes and W. Shields 

In Attendance 
Apologies 

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks 

Mr McCrae welcomed everyone and apoIogised for the lateness in sending out the calling notice and agenda. 

2. Minute of Previous Meeting 

The minute of the meeting of 2 March 1999 were approved. 
e 

3. Matters Arising 

i )  Town Centre Development 
Concerns were expressed at the notice of application for relaxation of planning order which would 
limit access for &sabled people to the town centre. The meeting agreed that &sability access to the 
centre during development works must be maintained. It was agreed that clarification be sought and 
any necessary action taken to report the view of the forum to the planning authority. It was further 
agreed that the Chairperson of Campsie Development and the Town Centre Manager be invited to a 
future meeting. 

ii) Street Cleaning 
Forum members reported a noticeable improvement in street cleaning within Cumbemauld and in 
particular the Kildrum area. 

iii) Broadwood Stadium 
Clarification was requested on the proposed superstore development at Braodwood Stadium, and how 
this may impact on the development of Carbrain and town centre. 

iv) Community Safety 
h4.r McCrae intimated that he would be wish the Community F o m  to consider community safety, 
particularly in the context of the town centre. It was agreed that this be placed on the agenda if the 
next meeting. 

v) North Lanarkshire Council Restructuring 
A paper detailing the new structure of North Lanarkshire Council was circulated. 

4. Identification of AOCB 

It was agreed, subject to time, the meeting would consider the following: Broadwood Stadium; Community 
Grants Scheme; and Road Repairs. 

5. Replacement Structure Plan for Glasgow and Clyde Valley 

The Consultative documents on the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Replacement Structure Plan 1999 was 
circulated. The meeting agreed that a presentation on the implications for Cumbernauld of the document be 
arranged. The Fonun agreed that it was imperative that the economic and social needs of the area be reflected 
in the plan. --. .. 
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6. Review of Forum Activity 

Mr McCrae highlighted his intention to reform the Working Groups to consider the directions and development 
of the Community Fonun. Mr Shields expressed the view that little progress had been made by North 
Lanarkshire Council in terms of consultation. 

7. A.O.C.B. 

i )  Community Grants Scheme 
Barbara Philliben gave a brief summary of the Community Grants Scheme and the administration 
arrangements for its operation. Details of the Scheme to be circulated to all members. 

ii) Broadwood Stadium 
This matter to be considered in conjunction with the Forum’s consideration of the Replacement 
Structure Plan. 

iii) Road Repairs 
The meeting agreed the information on planned maintenance and response was requested. 

8. Date of Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting will be advised. i 

. . . . . 
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Cumbernauld Community Forum 

Minute of meeting of Cumbernauld community Forum held on Tuesday 29 June 1999. 

Present R. Newton; W. Ross; R. Welsh; E. Smith; E. Fisher; W. Kilpatrick; D. Coulter; 
A. Sneddon; E. MacKenzie; S. Sharkey; C. Duncan; A. Killop; J. Ford; C. 
McNeil; T. Reilly; Cllr B. Chadha; Cllr F. Gavin; and Cllr Homer. 

B. Philliben, Dept. of Community Services; R. Welsh, Strathclyde Police; and G. 
Cameron; P. Gaunt, Dept. of Planning and Development. 

A. Sneddon; J. Bolton; W. Shields; and A McCallum. 

Also Attending 

Apologies 

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks 

Mr McCrae in opening the meeting introduced Mr Gordon Cameron and Mr Phillip Gaunt from North 
Lanarkshire Council’s planning and environment department. 

2. Replacement Structure Plan 

Mr Gaunt, planning services manager, informed the meeting of the structure planning process, 
describing it The current plan covers the former 
Strathclyde area with the replacement structure plan currently being developed for Glasgow and Clyde 
Valley. The process involves working with other national and local agencies to develop a common 
framework for the development of the area for the next 20 years. 

as the broad brush approach to planning. 

A consultative draft document will be presented to the council’s planning and environment committee 
in August for approval as an acceptable document for consultation. The draft document is being 
prepared under the guiding principles of economic growth, sustainable targets and social inclusion. 

Mr Gaunt went on to advise that the strategy identified Cumbernauld as a principle town centre and a 
focus for retail development. The plan will set strategic transport priorities and identifies the M80 as 
one of 3 priorities. In summing up Mr Gaunt confirmed that the local plan for Cumbernauld which will 
be reviewed following the production of the structure plan will take cognisance of the priorities and 
policy objectives of the structure plan. 

Following discussion, Mr McCrae thanked Mr gaunt and suggested that the community forum should 
remain proactive and respond during the formal consultative stage. e 
3. Town Centre Development 

Mr McCrae reminded the community forum of earlier discussions on the town centre development and 
highlighted the ongoing concerns of community safety and access which relate to the design and 
development phases of the project. In responding Mr Cameron informed the meeting of the road 
closure order, objection raised to the order and the enquiry scheduled for 31/8/99. In concluding, Mr 
Cameron agreed to attend further meetings to provide updates. 

Mr McCrae thanked Mr Cameron for his input. The meeting agreed that any further delays to the 
development was a matter of concern; that Campsie Development may wish to consider a fall back 
position should current proposals be suspended; and that Mrs C Craige, MSP, would be informed of 
the forum’s concerns and a meeting with Campsie Development be sought. 

4. Minute of Meeting 

The minute of 13 April 1999 was approved. 

23\CUM\CUMMINl .DOC 
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5. Matters Arising 

Re view of Forum Activity 
The forum agreed that the absence of consultation by the council in its intention to review the Scheme 
of Decentralisation was unacceptable and called into question the council’s commitment to community 
involvement and participation in decentralised structures 

6. A.O.C.B. 

School Closures 
The meeting agreed that the mater be investigated and contact would be made with Mr M. Mclver, 
head of service, education department. 

Mr McCrae in closing the meeting thanked everyone for their attendance and participation. 

23\CUM\CUMMINl .DOC 
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CUMBERNAULD COMMUNITY FORUM 

Minute of meeting held in District Court, Cumbernauld on Tuesday 21 September 1999. 

Present : 
Attending: 
Apologies: W. Shields. 

A. Sneddon; T. Reilly; J. Boulton; S. McCrae; E. Smith; and A. Sneddon. 
B. Philliben, North Lanarkshire Council. 

1.0 CHAIR’S OPENING REMARKS 
In opening the meeting Stewart McCrae commented on the small numbers in attendance and 
suggested that the forum consider publicity for the meetings. This was accepted and also 
noted that there were several meetings also taking place at this time, hence the low 
attendance. 

2.0 MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minute of the meeting of 29 June 1999 was approved. 

3.0 MATTERS ARISING 

Replacement Structure Plan 
Barbara Philliben informed the meeting that North Lanarkshire Council had endorsed the 
consultation document and public consultation will begin on I October 1999. Community 
councils and public bodies will be sent copies of the documents. Barbara Philliben has 
arranged for the community forums to also receive a copy. 

4.0 TOWN CENTRE DEVELOPMENT 
Stewart McCrae informed the meeting that an approach has been made to Cathie Craigie, 
MSP, who is willing to meet with the forum. The meeting was informed that the enquiry 
hearing had taken place and that the Reporter will report early in the next year. 

The forum agreed that an approach be made to the chair of Campsie Centre Cumbernauld 
Limited to explore the benefit of a meeting between the company and the forum. 

5.0 REVIEW OF PRIMARY SCHOOL PROVISION IN CUMBERNAULD 
Stewart McCrae informed the forum of the meeting he had attended to consider the review of 
school provision. From that meeting it had been established that no firm decisions had been 
taken, but options and proposals had been prepared for discussion. 

Following discussion it was agreed that the review should take account of community use of 
schools and a more corporate approach to building usage should be considered by the 
council. It was further agreed a letter be sent to the directors of education and community 
services raising these points. 

6.0 REVIEW OF DECENTRALISATION SCHEME 
Stewart McCrae confirmed that the concerns of the forum highlighted at the previous meeting 
had been passed to the director of community services, and that the forum had subsequently 
received a consultation letter. 

Following discussion the following points, which will form the response to the consultation, 
were agreed: 

area committees have had insufficient time to settle down and develop as 
local decision making bodies, and in effect a review at this time was too early 
and does not allow the system to bed down; 
the community forum is concerned that the proposal for changes are based 
on a desire to address the balance of political power within the Cumbernauld 
area 

i) 

ii) 

I:\ENVSVS - I Drive\Ops\CornmDevL?3DecenHCurnbema\Curnrnin2.doc 
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iii) Cumbernauld is the largest town within North Lanarkshire and should have 
an identity in its own right; 

iv) The characteristics of Cumbernauld, which influenced the earlier decision to 
have the town as a discrete decentralised area, have not changed; 

v) The forum would suggest that should Cumbernauld be joined with 
neighbouring areas then the best interest of the more rural areas would not 
be served. 

Stewart McCrae agreed to submit a letter to the director of community services including the 
points listed above. 

7.0 CONSTITUTION 
The draft constitution was circulated, and it was agreed that it would be subject to discussion 
at the next meeting. Copies of the draft would be sent to those not in attendance. 

8.0 ARRANGEMENTS FOR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The meeting agreed that this matter be deferred for consideration at a future meeting. 

9.0 A.O.C.B. 

Community Grants Scheme 
The meeting requested details of the community grants scheme and in particular the 
arrangement for considering awards in the absence of area committees. Barbara Philliben 
informed the meeting of the current arrangements, namely: that applications were being 
presented to the community services (community development) sub-committee each having 
received comments from councillors. On enquiring, the meeting were informed that there was 
no longer an area allocation and that budgets were disaggregated to ward level. Following 
discussion, it was agreed that a letter be sent to the director of community services 
highlighting local concerns of the scheme and in particular the move away from area to ward 
budgets. 

Continuation of Business to Future Meetings 
Due to lack of time, it was agreed that the following items of business be deferred to future 
meetings: 

Local health care co-operatives 
0 Landscaping 

Cumbernauld House sale of library 

Community Planning Consultation Meeting 
It was noted that a consultation meeting will be held on Wednesday 27 October 199, in the 
New Town Hall, Cumbernauld. 

10.0 CLOSING REMARKS 
Stewart McCrae in closing the meeting thanked everyone for their attendance. 

I:\ENVSVS - I Drive~Ops\CommDev\23DecentZCumbema\Cummin2.doc 



Northern Corridor Community Forum 

‘Getting Organised’ 

Session I ,  Muirliead Communi9 Centre on Tuesday 2 March 1999 from 7.30pm to 9.OOpni 

Present : Nigel Wardrop, Nome Mills, Alan Meikle, Bryan Johnston, Stephen Gordon, Ena 
Bradley, Jack Duffy, Jim Diamond, Jackie Shaw 

Neil Sharp, Andy Moir (North Lanarkshre Council - Facilitators) 

Apologies: Bryan Rice 

1. Introduction 

Neil Sharp (North Lanarkshire Council) confirmed the purpose of the meeting was for the 
forum to : 

8 start getting organised 

8 

8 review the ‘getting organised’ programme 
make the arrangements for the next meetingjs 

The role of Neil Sharp and Andy Moir was to facilitate the meeting. 

A proposed programme (attached) for the meeting was circulated , discussed and agreed. 

A number of issues were discussed: 

8 Regarding how the community forum and the area committee relate it was 
recognised that there is no blueprint for this. Arrangements about attending each 
others meetings, making proposals and raising issues etc. should be negotiated 
behveen the forum and the committee. It may be that a protocol would be jointly 
agreed at a later date. 

8 The idea of the community forum and the area committee meeting together or having 
the same frequency of meetings was raised. 

8 The proposal made at the previous meeting of the forum that the forum check out the 
experience of similar forums in other local authority areas (e.g. Fife) was agreed as 
sensible. 

2. Information Pack 

Folders containing background and reference information that may be of use to forum 
members were distributed including details of the structure and membership of the forum 
reports on the 2 public meetings, the ‘getting organised’ programme and other relevant 
Council reports and presentation summaries. 

19 
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It was expected that forum members would put other useful material into the folders as they 
went along. The material should also help with the induction of other people who may join 
the forum later on. 

3. Introductions/Hopes and Fears Exercise 

In pairs members did an exercise designed to help get to know each other better and to 
identify some of the hopes and fears that members have for the fonun. It was suggested that 
it may be usefkl to look back at these later on and use them to help the forum avoid pitfalls 
and organise and direct itself so that it becomes effective. 

Influences the policies and services of North Becomes a ‘MMBY’ or a ‘BANANA’ 
Lanarkshire CounciI organisation 

Quickly formed and democratic 

Becomes an established success 

Helps the community 

Dies of apathy 

Its a failure 

Becomes or is seen as a ‘super community 
council’ 

Gets bogged down or disorientated Contributes to the community 

Provides facilities for young people and Slow in getting started; disorganised 
educates and helps teenagers 

It represents the views of the elderly Becomes just another ‘talking shop’ 

Greater account by officials locally Lots of talk - little action 

Success - results in better conditions for Might fail flat on its face through lack of 
local people and improved communication attendance and interest 

Get organised quickly and is a strong Ends up goingnowhere 
community voice 

(Bryan Johnston left the. meeting at this point to attend another meeting. He advised that he 
would make contact with people in Fife to find out more about their experience of 
community forums/community participation through decentralisation). 

. 4. Filling The Vacancies 

The Forum has a total of 26 places - 17 are filled, there are 8 vacancies and 1 place has been 
declined. The,situation was discussed. 

It was agreed that the vacancy situation does not wanant delay in the Forum getting 
organised and doing business. However it was agreed that steps should be taken to try to fill 
the vacancies. 

h o t h e r  letter should be sent to the organisations not so far fully represented (Senior 
Citizens, Disabled, Sport and Leisure) 

NSCEO IM23/009C 
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e .  

PostersAeaflets should be displayedfdistributed in the areas not fully represented (Stepps, 
Auchinloch, Mount Ellen, Muirhead). 

General awareness locally of the existence of the Forum needs to be improved e.g. via a 
newsletter, leaflets and articles in the press. 

Action:- Forum members to consider text and distribution arrangements for posterslleaflets 
and this and draft letter to organisations to be considered at next meeting. 

5. Completing the Programme - Practical Arrangements 

Following discussion it was agreed to aim to complete the ‘getting organised’ programme 
(attached) at a further 2 evening meetings. 

The first of these should cover: 

e roles and responsibilities 
e meetings 
0 resources/support 
e organisation 

The final session should cover: 

e doing business 
e 

e planning 
e other issues 

negotiating a relationship with North Lanarkshire Council 

These meetings were set as follows: 

(1) Tuesday 16 March 1999,7.30 to 9.00pm, Muirhead Community Centre 

(2) Tuesday 30 March 1999,7.30 to 9.00pm, Muirhead Community Centre 

- Action : North Lanarkshire Council to organise venue etc. and notify all forum members as 
soon as possible. 

6 .  Review 

A quick review of the meeting revealed that most people felt that after a slow start progress 
was being made and the forum is now on course to get organised quickly. The limited 
number of women on the forum was noted and it was agreed to try to redress the gender 
imbalance on the forum if possible. 

The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

?S/CEOI 2’013~009C 



I .  

22 

Northern Corridor Community Forum 
Minutes of Meeting - August 10,1999 A 

Present : Jim Diamond (Chair), Bryan Johnston, Nigel Wardrop, Nome Mills, Linda Johnstone, Stephen 
Gordon 

In Attendance : Neil Sharp & Andy Moir, NLC, Chief Supt Andrews, Supt McKenzie, Insp Gowfans. 

Chairman's Opening - the Chair formally welcomed Mrs Linda Johnstone, the newly appointed Head of 
Chryston High School, as a Member to the Forum. Additionally, he welcomed Chief Supt James Andrew, 
newly appointed Divisional Commander of N Division, to-gether with-his colleagues, Supt. Elliot 
McKenzie and Insp Dennis Gowans on NC Sub-Division and thanked them for taking the time to come 
along to our meeting. In view of their other committments it was agreed to allow them to proceed with 
their Presentation in advance of the Agenda. 

Apologies for Absence : Robert Stirling, Jackie Shaw, Alan Meikle & Ena Bradley - by letter. 

Adoption of Previous Minutes : It was requested that para 3, Matters Arising be corrected. The comment 
attributed to Jackie Shaw had in fact been made by Nigel Wardrop. Proposed by Nome Mills, Seconded 
by Nigel Wardrop. 

Matters Arising : 
Housing - the Secretary confirmed that, as instructed, a letter had been sent to Mr Gavin Whitefield, 
Director of Housing. The letter had only been sent on July 15 and therefore, not surprisingly, only an 
acknowledgement had been received. Beazer Homes, as a private developer active in the area, had also 
been contacted but no reply received. It was suggested that other private developers such as Taywood and 
B m t t  be contacted. Neil Sharp intimated that he had been contacted by Elaine McHugh of NLC who had 
an interest in the subject and that perhaps we could seek some imput from her on the subject. It was 
agreed that he should progress this. In the meantime, it was agreed that we should await a reply from 
Gavin Whitefield before M n g  the matter further. Neil Sharp also offered to obtain a copy of the latest 
NLC Housing Plan. 

-.I - 

Standing Orders & Constitution - Nome Mills presented to the Chair a Draft Documentation for 
consideration. The document was discussed briefly. Due to the shortage of time it was agreed that the 
document should be held-over to the next meeting by whch time we would all have had time to study it. 

Main Topic - Polichg : Chief Supt Andrews gave a very full and professional overview on Poking 
qithin North Lanarkshire. Insight was given into the current restructuring which may in fact be a pre- 
cursor to a complete review within Scotland. We learned of the logistics involved, the allocation of 
resources and the phning  cycle. This was in fact a business, being run by business people, in a business 
fashion. Supt Elliot McKenzie then followed with a similarly excellent overview of operational issues 
within our specific divisional area, NC. Insp Dennis Gowans as OUT local Inspector in charge, then gave a 
full and frank discussion on local issues. Due to a shortage of time, only a very brief questions and 
answers exchange was allowed. In summary, the Chair reviewed that there was probably a general feeling 
amongst local people of a lack of beat policemen on the street, Chef Supt Andrews summarised that 
whereas more resources could always be used, he firmed believed that we did receive very best value for 
money and best practice. 

- 
. -  

A brief discussion followed after OUT guests left. It was agreed that the members should consider before the 
nexT meeting what had been said and the effects on their respective organisations. At the next meeting we 
should discuss the matter in detail and how we, as an organisation, should move forward and work with 
the Police for the benefit of all. 
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Other Business : Bryan Johnston also thanked Linda Johnstone for agreeing to join the Forum. Having 
the views of younger people more directly and perhaps better represented on the Forum was something of 
particular importance. This sentiment was agreed by the rest of the Members and it was agreed that, say, 
two pupils in addition attending the meetings would be a further enhancement. Any pro-active 
involvement whereby, for example, the pupils even proposed topics for discussion should be encouraged 
Linda Johnstone agreed to further develop this idea during the forthcoming term. 

1. 

Topic for Discussion at next meeting. In view of the of the presentation on Policing given earlier and the 
consequent lack of b e  to fully discuss it and, in addition, because of the Housing discussion being 
carried forward, it was proposed that these two topics be the main points for the next meeting along with 
the draft Constitution. 

Date of Next Meeting : Tuesday, September 28,7.30 - 9.00 at Muirhead Community Centre. 

August 19, 1999 
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Northern Corridor Community Forum 
Minutes of Meeting, September 28, 1999 

J 

Present : Nome Mills (Acting Chair), Bryan Johnston, Nigel Wardrop, Linda Johnstone, Stephen Gordon 
Ena Bradley, Brim Rice 

In Attendance : Neil Sharp & Andy Moir, NLC 

Chairman's Opening - Nome Mills introduced himself and advised that Jim Diamond had very recently 
returned from holiday and discovered that he had an unavoidable family commitment. The Members 
unanimously agreed that he should take the Chair. 

Apologies for Absence : Jim Diamond, Jackie Shaw, Alan Meikle & Cllr Charles Gray (by post). 

Adoption of Previous Minutes : Proposed by Nigel Wardrop, Seconded by Linda Johnstone. 

Matters Arising : 
Housing - After a brief discussion it was agreed, since Jim Diamond had been progresskg this matter, that 
it would not be correct to pursue the matter in his absence. However, it was felt that Jim Diamond should, 
if he wished, enter into discussion with the Director of Housing such that by the next meeting we would 
then be in a position to better discuss the matter. It was confirmed that the latest NLC Housing Plan had 
been received and was now with the Chair. The Secretary was instructed to speak uith the Chair on this 
matter. 

Standing Orders & Constitution - The Chair presented the Draft Documentation which had been given for 
consideration at the last Meeting. It was agreed that the main issues to be resolved were : 

a quorum - this to be a minimum of 1 office bearer and 5 members. 
a member - a member to be defined as a person elected in accordance with the establishment 

attendance - the meetings should be open to all. Non members may be invited to speak but would 

voting - the Chair should have a casting vote. 
a "no smoking" policy should exist. 

of the Forum, or someone co-opted by those members. 

not be entitled to vote. 

It was agreed that Nome Mills should amend the draft to incorporate these amendments for formal 
adoption at the next meeting. However, they should be subject to review after six months. 

Policing : The presentation at the previous meeting was discussed. Nigel Wardrop was of the opinion that 
despite the excellence of the presentation it bore little relaance to the local reality or needs. Petty crime 
was generally the domain of teenagers (or younger) and that the police were often reluctant or unable to 
take action. Linda Johnstone suggested that such instances might be bener dealt with if the Children's 
Panel was beefed up. EM Bradley outlined upsetting dealings with the Police over two housebreaking. 
Bxym Johnston referred to the planning cycle mentioned by Chief Supt Andrews and suggested that these 
were cxactly the reasons why we. as a local body, should become involved with the Police and have some 
imput into their annual allocation of resources. 
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Other Business 
Topic for Discussion at nexT meeting - no specific topic was agreed upon but Leisure Facilities, 
Employment & the Role of the Children's Panel were mentioned. The Chair & Secretary to decide. 
Neil Sharp intimated that within the next four weeks he would be leaving the employment of NLC for 
West Lothian Council. An alternate person from NLC would be nominated and the support would 
continue. He would speak direct with the Secretary nearer the change-over time. On behalf of the F o m  
Members, Nigel Wardrop offered sincere thanks for all of Neil's efforts and assistance in getting the 

Circulation of Minutes - Bryan Johnston suggested that an appropriate method of having the Minutes 
available for the public should be established. It was agreed that this would be held Over until the next 
meeting. 

Forum of the ground. I 
' 

Date of Next Meeting : Tuesday, November 9, 7.30 - 9.00 at Muirhead Community Centre 
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Northern Corridor Community Forum 
Minutes of Meeting, November 9,1999 

Present : Nome Mills (Acting Chair), Bryan Johnston. Nigel Wardrop, Alan Meikle, EM Bradley, Brim 
Rice 

In Attendance : h d y  Moir, NLC 

C h a i m ' s  Opening - The Secretary read to the Members a letter of resignation received from the 
C h a i q  Jim Diamond. In view of this. it was requested that Nome Mills should chair the meeting. 
Norrie Mills led a discussion with regard to Jim Diamond's resignation which was brought about because 
of his resignation from Gartwsh Community Council. It was agreed that this on its own was not a basis 
for him to cease working with the Forum. Whereas he was the nominated member on behalf of Gartcosh 
Community Council, the Members of the Forum had the ability to co-opt others and he muld also be re- 
nominated as an Area Representative. It was unanimously agreed that Bqan Johnston should mite a s h g  
him to reconsider the necessity for his decision. Regardless, it was recognised that the Fonun was without 
an elected Chairman at this time. It was proposed and unanimously agreed that Norrie Mills should be 
appointed Chairman. 

Apologies for Absence : Robert Stirling & Linda Johnstone 

Adoption of F'revious Minutes : Proposed by Alan Meikle, Seconded by Nigel Wardrop. 

Matters Arising : 
Housing - In ciav of Jim Diamond's resignation no further action had apparently been taken on this 
matter. Bryan Johnston offered to speak mith Jm Diamond and if necessary collect the various papers. 

Standing Orders & Constitution - The Chair presented the Draft Documentation which had been given for 
consideration at the last Meeting. It was agreed that the docwnent should be adopted subject to a minor 
ammedment, the inclusion of (4c) covering co+ption. and always bearing in mind that it should be subject 
to review after sis months. 

Circulation of Minutes - as had previously been agreed. the Minutes should be made freely available. After 
discussion the most efficient methods of making the Minutes available were seen to be by circulation to 
local Libraries. Post Offices and Community Councils. Bryan Johnston also suggested that we should 
investigate posting them on a Web-Site. whether our OWXL one maintained by NLC or even Chryston High 
School. 
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Other Business 

Membership. It was noted that the theoretical maSimum number of Members was 26 or so. The actual 
number attending were never better than half that and on this foggy night a quonm had just been 
achieved. It was suggested that we should each aim to seek out one potential new member each. 

Objectives. Brqan Johnston noted that much of the sort to date had been absorbed in getting the Fonun 
off the ground. Now that it substantially was and that a Constitution was in place, we should always 
ensurc that we cany though our main objective, that is. exprcss our views on matters to the Area 
Committee. Should we not do so then we have little chance of actually achieving anything. A case in point 
being the recent presentation by some very senior Police mcers ,  they talked we listened and then 
nothing happened. It was pointed out that this was partially due to the fact that the Area Committees were 
not yet in place, we did not actualIy have a formal body to report to. 

' 

Funding. It was noted that intimation had yet to be received from NLC with regard to funding. Andy Moir 
explained that this was pssibly because of the current position with regard to Area CommitteeS. The 
discussion then cxtendcd to the current decentralisation issues. It was agreed that the Secretary should 
Write to Paul Jukes at Leisure Sertices (as our nominated point of contact) and request an update with 
regard to funding and also, in view af ail the reported discussion with regard to decentralisation, to 
reiterate our desire to retain our semi-rural nature and representation. 

Topic for Discussion at nest meeting - no specific topic was agrced upon. 

Date of Nest Meeting : Tuesday> January 11, 7.30 - 9.00 at Muirhead Community Centre 

a .  
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Northern Corridor Community Forum 
Minutes of Meeting January 10,2000 

Present : Norrie Mills (Chair), B q m  Johnstoa Nigel Wardrop, Alan Meikle. Stepben Gordon 
Robert Stirling. Linda Johnstone. Cllr Charles Gny  . .  

In Attendance : Andy Moir. NLC & Brian Brodie. Chryston High SchooI 

Chairman's Opening - Nome Mills welcomed Brim Brodie. a si.. year pupil and Vice Captain. to the 
meeting. potentially his involvement was seen as a precursor to including local youths in community 
&airs. It was noted that Andy Moir had now been nominated by NLC as our "link person" in place of 
Neil Sharp. Minutes would now be sent by Bryan Jobnston to him for circulation and that the distribution 
to local Community Councils, Libraries and Post Offices had been implemented. 

Apologics for Absence : EM Bradley. Brim Rice. Jim Diamond. Robea Stirling offered his apologies over 
the nest few months because of a holiday to Australia. 

Adoption of Previous Minutes : Proposed by Nigel Wardrop . Seconded by Stephen Gordon. 

Matters Arising : 

Housing - In view of the impending return of Jim Diamond it was agreed to hold this matter over. Cllr 
Gray did advise that there would be a new Report from NLC on this matter published shortly. 

Circulation of Minutes - Linda Johnstone confhned that the High School would be able to access Internet 
within the next few weeks. Thereafter it would be possible for the school to consider the establishment & 
maintenance of a web-site for the Forum and perhaps for local community councils. B q m  Johnston 
ad\ised that he had written to NLC with regard to funding for any such project but awaited a reply. Cur 
Gray commented that he considered it a worthy project and achiscd that we may also wish to contact NLC 
with a view to obtaining computer hardware from them. NLC did have a department in Lindsaybeg Road 
which refurbishcd redundant hardware. 

Other Business - Robert Stirling raised a matter concerning a Local Residents Survey in which he had 
been askcd by NLC to participate in. Before agreeing to do so he enquired to emwe that he would obtain a 
copy of the results. Howmer. despite extensive phone calls to various departments he could not even get 
anyone who knew about the suney. Cur Gray concurred that this was a silly situation and that a11 
residents and associations should have sight of any such sumey. Accordingly, Bqan Johnston was 
requested to \mite for a copy of the results - ref CE/011/017/004 Residents S u n q  17/9/99. Mary Castles. 

Norrie Mills raised the issue of a potential link-up with other Community Forums. After much discussion 
in which Cllr Gray outlined the probable way forward 50 fhr as &ea Committees were concerned it was 
concluded that there would perhaps be a synergy in a link-up with the Kilqth. 

Topic for Discussion at ne13 meeting - no specific topic uas agreed upon. howeser. it was noted that the 
Northern Corridor Draft Local Plan relevant to us all. would shortly be going fonvard for finalisation and 
therefore was worthy of serious consideration. Brian Brcdic was asked if he and his fellow pupils might 
give potential topics some consideration and ad\ise us. 

Date of Neh? Meeting : Tuesday, Februaq 15. 7.30 - 9.00 at Muirhead Community Centre 




