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The Villaae Communitv Council 

Minutes of the inaugural Community Council Meeting held on Thursday Sth October 2000 

The ex Chairman of the The Village and Castlecary Community Council, George Brown, welcomed those 
present to the inaugural meeting of the Village Community Council. He introduced Sergeant David Bird and 
Inspector McAffer from Strathclyde Police and asked if Sergeant Bird would like to give an informal report 
regarding the police activity in the Cumbemauld area. 

Sergeant bird stated that, in general, there were a drop in the crime figures for the area and that was 
reflected in the number of incidents in and around the village. A number of questions were addressed to the 
police representatives some of which centred round the police response time after phone calls were made by 
residents requests for police assistance. Sergeant Bird spoke at length and gave a detaiied account of the 
procedure that is adopted after a call is made to the police for assistance and the factors that influence the 
priority given to such calls. In answer to a question regarding the number of police officers who are available 
to deal with incidents in Cumbemauld, Inspector McArthur stated that on a good day it was no more than six. 

David Bird also infoned those present that two new Community Police Officers John and Kay would be our 
local Officers. Sergeant Bird was thanked for his help and support in the  past in liaising with the last 
Community Council and for his assistance in police matters in the Village. Inspector McAffer and Sergeant 
Bird then left the meeting to attend another appointment. 

The agenda supplied from North Lanarkshire Council was used to conduct the meeting. 

Attendees 
G Lallaway, Cllr McCaHum, Cllr Munay, Cllr Homer, Inspector McArthur (part), Sergeant Bird(part) 

R Border, G Brown, G McKay, D Boyle, W Snedden, C Archibald, E Snedden, Jean Shaw, 

Item no 1 

The people named on the fist of members supplied by North Lanarkshire Council were appointed as  
Members of the Village Community Council. 

item no 2 

The nomination of Mr George Brown was unanimously agreed for the position of chairman. 

’ ltemno3 

The nomination of Mr David Boyle was unanimously agreed for the position of Vice Chairman. 

item no  4 

The nomination of Mr Walter Snedden was unanimously agreed for the position of Treasurer. 

item no 5 

The nomination of Mr George Lallaway was unanimously agreed for the position of Secretary and it was also 
unanimously agreed that Mr Chick Archibald fill the position of Assistant Secretary 

item no 6 

North Lanarkshire Scheme of Community Councils was submitted for information. 

Item no 7 

The model Constitution submitted by North Lanarkshire Council was adopted. 
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Item no 8 

Elizabeth Snedden was co-opted as  a member representing Church Members. 

Item no 8 

Mr D Boyle raised the planning application for a large extension to the rear of a private house to enable a 
commercial/ industrial food business to operate from the enlarged premises. Two letters that had been sent 
to North Lanarkshire Council's Planning Department by immediate neighbours who will be seriously affeeted 
by the proposed extension, were circulated for information. After some discussion it was agreed that a letter 
be sent from the Community Council objecting to the granting of planning permission for this application. 

Mr C Archibald informed the members that North Lanarkshire Council has initiated a cleansing initiative, 
which was targeting the village on Sunday 15th October 2000, and that anyone willing to volunteer for this 
event should give their name direct to Mr Archibald. 

It was agreed that communications between the residents and the Community Council are of critical 
importance and that a regular newsletter may be a good way of achieving this. This idea will be explored 
further, at  a later meeting. 

In order that the Community Council is seen to be more proadive, all members were asked to bring a 'hit list" 
of Village projects that require to be addressed, so that a structured approach to these types of projects can 
be adopted. 

Item no 10 

Date and time of next meeting - Thursday 9'" November 2000 @ 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm 
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The Villaae Communitv Council 

Minutes of the Community Council Meetinn held on Thursday November 2000 

Attendees 
McAllister, C Archibald, Cllr McCallum, Inspector McCaffer, Sergeant Bird, Constable 
McLean, G Maxwell, I & J Thorbum, A Archibald, L & M Park, A Donaldson, M Leitch, J 
Shaw 

R Border, G Brown, D Boyle, C Archibald, E Snedden, G Lallaway, E 

Item no 1 Chairman’s Remarks 

The Chairman Mr G Brown opened the meeting and welcomed Community 
Council Members, invited guests, and local residents 

Item no 2 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Mr G Mackay and W Snedden. 

Item no 3 Village Ha11 

Mr M Dickson NLC Community Centre Manager and Ms Moira McFadden Area 
Manager North for Community Services were introduced and Mr Dickson gave 
details about North Lanarkshire Council’s hall letting policy and also statistics 
regarding The Village Hall letting. He  stated that although reports indicated 
numerous problems outside the premises there were no reports of any inudents 
occurring inside the building. 

Sgt D Bird confirmed that the Police had been contacted on a number of 
occasions regarding The Village Hall lettings and that many of these reported 
incidents were the result of Birthday Party bookings. A number of concerns 
were voiced by local residents who were usually in bed when disturbed by late 
night revellers leaving the hall. 

After further discussion, it was agreed that letters should be sent to North 
Lanarkshire Council and the Licensing Board requesting that the Liquor Licence 
should cease no later than midnight and that the hall be vacated by lam at the 
latest. 

Mr Dickson and Ms McFadden were thanked for their attendance and for 
listening to the concerns from local residents. 

Rem no 4 Police Report 

Sgt Bird stated that the crime figures in the Cumbemauld area were down and 
the detection rate had climbed higher, these figures also reflected the statistics in 
The Village. He went on say that the  assistance given to the Police by local 
Village residents was invaluable to the Police in their duties of policing in and 
around The Village. 

inspedor McCaffer informed the meeting that one of the local Police Officers was 
now on maternity leave and it was hoped that she would be replaced quickly as  it 
now left only three Officers for Cumbemauld. 

Several questions were asked by local residents including the nuisance caused 
by groups of youths roaming about The Village, danger to pedestrians from 
motorists at the top of the car park at Smithyends. 
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A question was asked regarding the problems associated with taxis sitting 
outside domestic properties in the Wynd with their engines running, at all times of 
the day and night. 

It was agreed, in the first instance, that an approach be made to the taxi office in 
Main Street drawing attention to the nuisance caused by these irresponsible taxi 
drivers. 

Item no 5 Cathie Craigie MSP 

Cathie Craigie MSP congratulated the Community Council in being formed and 
stated that it was good to see so much interest in the affairs of the Village from 
the residents. She then talked about the importance of local democracy as well 
as the roll of The Scottish Parliament and went on to state the importance of 
MSP's links with local community groups. 

Cathie descn'bed some of the initial problems surrounding the Parliament during 
the initial setting up phase, and stated that The Scottish Parliament had a large 
number of female MSP's, thus reflecting the percentage of the population who 
are female. She went on to inform the meeting that so far The Scottish 
Parliament had passed 11 Bills, she then noted and described in detail, some of 
the Bills that would have an impact on local residents. 

Some of the legislation in the pipeline was described in detail as well as 
Cathie's own Private Members Bill on Mortgage Rights before she reiterated the 
simple procedure that can be adopted to contact her. 

She invited questions from the local residents and among the questions asked 
included, the area for subsidised travel for senior citizens, the cost of the new 
Parliament building and the upgrading of senior citizens home heating systems. 

She finished by giving an update on the topical issue of Local Government 
reorganisation stating that no immediate plans were planned to alter Local 
Authority boundaries but stressed the need to work hard to improve what is in 
place at the moment. She also said that there was likely to be a Local 
Government Bill that would be debated in the Scottish Parliament sometime 
around 2001 and the Cumbernauld issue would be duly discussed then. 

The Chairman then thanked Cathie Craigie on behalf of the Community Council 
and the local residents, for taking the time to come and address the meeting. 

Item no 6 Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the inaugural meeting of The Village Community Council held on 
Thursday Sb October 2000 were approved as accurate. 
Proposed by D Boyle and seconded by C Archibald. 

Item no 7 Matters arising 

1. A report on the Clean-up Sunday was given and it was noted that the 
NLC local litter picker has been on sick leave for approximately two 
months and as a result the litter picking duties were only being carried 
out spasmodically. After discussion it was agreed that a letter shouM be 
sent to The Director of Community Services expressing our concern 
about the current situation and a request to resume the litter picking 
sewice on a daily basis. 
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ACTION 
2. It was also noted any co-opted Member of the Community Council 

representing a Village Organisation need not reside in The Village. 
It was also noted that local organisation should be approached to 
nominate representatives to join the Community Council. 

Item no 8 Treasurer's Report 

1. In the absence of the Treasurer it was stated that this years Community 
Council Grant had been received from North Lanarkshire Council. It 
was agreed that a new bank account be opened on behalf 
of the Community Council. 

2. It was also noted that the funds from previous years had still to be 
apportioned between Castlecary and The Village Community Councils 

Item no 9 Secretary's Report 

The Secretary distributed, to everyone present, a copy of the index of all 
correspondence received since the last meeting. Among the points discussed 
were :- 

1. The Pubiic Servants of the Year Award - C Archibald commented that 
Sgt David Bird would be worthy of nomination for the Award as he has 
made a significant contribution to the Policing in and around the Village. 
After discussions and unanimous agreement it was decided The Village 
Community Council would nominate Sgt Bird for one of 
the Awards. Councillor McCallum seconded this proposal 

2. The com.com/Holyrood Project - Following a letter received from 
Cathie Craigie MSP information was given to the meeting about the 
project and it's objectives - to provide local communities with a means 
of contacting The Scottish Parliament, by providing funding to enable a 
computer and an intemet link to be sited directly in the community. After 
discussion it was agreed a suitable location within the Village for the 
computer was difficult to find. A letter will be sent to Cathie Craigie 
explaining the difficulties in finding a suitable and sewre location for 
the computer. 

Item no 10 Community Grant Application 

Information was given about the Community Grant application submitted on 
behalf of The Village Community Council. Application has been sought for 
funding from North Lanarkshire Forward to clear and reinstate the walled 
garden area adjacent to the car park (the former bake house). It was noted that 
a meeting of the NLF Community Advisory Group takes place on Wednesday 
15% November 2000 when our proposed project will be discussed. 
It was also agreed that an project group be set up consisting of C Archibald, D 
Boyle and G Lallaway who would move this project foward if our application for 
funding is successful. 

Item no 11 A.O.C.B. 

1) It was noted that the planning application for 12 Baronhill was now live 
and it was agreed that another letter shouid be sent to North 
Lanarkshire Council Planning Department objection to the application. 
This letter should express in detail The Community Council's objections 
to the proposal for an extension to provide kitchen facilities 
for commercial use. 
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Atdenlea House It was noted that North Lanarkshire Council had now 
sold the properly and the new owner hoped to have the proposed 
Nursery operating before Christmas 2000. 

It was also noted that the housing Partnership will take over from 
Scottish Homes on 2gm November 2000 

The location of the proposed new Primary School was noted and it was 
hoped that the children travelling to it from the Village would qualify for 
free transport. 

Due to lack of time, items such as proposed future meeting dates and the 
Association of Scottish Community Councils will be discussed at the next 
meeting. 

Item no 12 Next Meeting 

Date and time of next meeting - Thursday 14m December 2000 @ 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall. 

The Chaiman dosed the meeting at 9.45pm 
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The Villaae Communitv Council 

Minutes of the Communitv Council Meetina held on Thursday 14th December 2000 

Attendees R Border, D Boyle, C Archibald, E Snedden, W Snedden, G Lallaway, 
E McAllister, Cllr McCallum, Sergeant Bird, Constable Patterson, A Archibald, L Park, 
J Shaw, J Meiville. 

item no 1 Chairman’s Remarks 

In the absence of Mr G Brown, Mr D Boyle chaired the meeting and welcomed 
Community Council Members, invited guests, and local residents 

!tern no 2 Apo!ogies 

Apologies were received from G Brown, G Maxwell, Mrs Donaldson and J 
Thorburn. 

Item no 3 Cleansing Services in the Village 

Mr Ken Wilson NLC Head of Cleansing and Transport was introduced and he 
outlined the responsibilities in relation to his department. He detailed the street 
cleaning operations and spoke about the rota system currently operating to cover 
the litter picker assigned to the Village who has been off on sick leave for some 
time now. 

He also gave details about the successful deep clean initiative, the last blitz that 
took place during October this year at an estimated cost of approximately f80,000, 
he went on to say that this service was still available, if required. Mr Wilson 
provided information about a project involving the Police to clear and clean up 
areas used for drinking dens. tie also talked about the educational programmes for 
schools designed to make pupils aware of the need to keep their local environment 
clean and tidy. 

. He then gave the meeting some of the proposals that should take place soon, 
including the capital expenditure programme, which will mean a figure of f700,OOO 
being spent over the next three years. The local Wardpark depot will benefrt by 
being upgraded resuiting in an improved service for local residents. 

Mr C Archibald drew Mr. Wilson’s attention to the National Rodent Survey Report 
by the National Test Technicians Association, which indicated the alarming 
increase in the rat population in Scotland. Mr Archibald went on to state that as the 
fast food outlets in the Village were open seven days per week it was critical, in his 
opinion, that the Village litter picker services were therefore required seven days a 
week. Mr R Border echoed Mr Archibald’s concerns, as he personally had to 
request the services of the Environmental Health to eradicate problems with mice. 
The Community Councillors agreed unanimously that the Council officers 
responsible for the health and safety of the Village residents must take on board 
these comments when discussing any future litter picking operations. 

Concerns were voiced regarding the inability of the mechanised sweeper to access 
certain parts of the Village resulting in a persistent nuisance problem from litter in 
these areas. 
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ACTION 
Mr Wilson went on to outline the responsibilities of the proprietors of the fast food 
outlets. Sergeant Bird informed the meeting of the limited powers of Police Officers 
with regard to litter offenders. In answer to a question regarding the request to staff 
from the Cleansing Department about an opportunity to train as school patrol 
operators, Mr Wilson said that a memo circulating was aimed to see if reciuiting 
from existing Council staff, not just Cleansing Departmental staff, may eliminate the 
-shortfall -in patrol personnel. Community Council Members unanimously agreed that 
the safety of school children was of paramount importance but to try to solve one 
problem by creating another was foolish and clearly illustrated the "fire fighting" 
approach adopted regularly by North Lanarkshire Council. 

When asked a question regarding the re-establishment of NLC skip hire service 
Mr Wilson noted the need for such a sewice. The problem of wheely bins 
continually blocking some of the footpaths in the village would be looked at by NLC. 
Mr Wilson wouid aiso look into the probiem of litter and fallen leaves in some of the 
footpaths leading-to-the CumbemauM Theatre. - ----- KW - NLC 

It was also noted that the rubbish bins at the flats in Springfield Road would be 
emptied three times per week. Finally Mr Wilson indicated the cleansing 
arrangements NLC had put in place over the festive season. 

Mr D Boyle thanked Mr Wiison for his attendance. Mr Wlson then left the meeting 
at 8.20pm. 

-- 

--- 

Item no 4 Police Report 

Sgt Bird introduced Marion Patterson, a member of Community Policing who 
formed part of the team; he stated that the Community Policing team now has four 
officers policing the Village. 

Sgt Bird notified the meeting that the Prowlator Fiscal was now issuing Fiscal fines 
to relieve the pressure from the workload at the Court. He went on say that in the 
case of instalment fines the clerk of the Court was pursuing some 90% of the 
defaulters. He went on to inform the meeting that a campaign to clear the highways 
of illegal parking and tax disc dodgers would take place soon. 

On the problem of obstrudions of the footpaths in the Village, Sgt Bird indicated 
that he would have a word with the offending shopkeepers. He aiso informed the 
meeting that he had a word with the Taxi company regarding the troublesome item 
from last meeting. It was also noted that the previous noise and fumes annoyance 
has been resolved. 

The latest crime figures for the Village echoed those of Strathclyde in general, in 
that the crime rate was down with an increase in the detection rates. To illustrate 
this he reported the following figures concerning the Village :- 

1998 - 30inciderrts 
75 detections 

1999 - 22 incidents 

2000 - Sincidents 
2 detections 
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ACTION 
4. The Planning Department had indicated that the planning application for 

12 Baronhill was in abeyance at present, as more information was being 
sought, so the proposed letter from the Community Council should be 
withheld meantime. 

1. The Association of Scottish Community Councils. It was agreed that The 
Village Community Council could beneffi by joining this association for a 
period of one year. The following years application will be discussed at a 
future meeting later in 2001. 

2. The proposed 2001 dates, Circulated at a previous meeting, for future 
mee~cgs c? the C ~ ~ n ~ W ~  Czund! were ar;&. 

.-7,’-TO- allijw NI1 disa-ssions on important issues concerning Village residents 
it was agreed that no guest speaker would be invited to the next meeting 
scheduled for January 1 la 2001. 

- .  

kern no 10 Next Meeting 

Date and time of next meeting - Thursday 1 lm January 2001 @ 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall. 

Mr David Boyle closed the meeting at 9.30pm. 

_... . - - .- . . .. . . . 
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