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NORTH AREA COMMITTEE Subject: CUMBERNAULD COMMUNITY 
FORUM 

From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

Date: 24 MAY 2001 I Ref: BP/MF 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minute of the Cumbernauld Community Forum meeting to 
the Area Committee. The minute of 3 April 2001 is attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Area Committee is requested to note the minute of the meeting held by the Cumbernauld 
Community Forum. 
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CUMBEFWAULD COMMUNITY FORUM 

TUESDAY 3 APRIL 2001 

In Attendance: K. Homer (Stonylee Road Residents Association) 
(Stonylee Road Residents Association) N. Homer 

M. Thomson (Stonylee Neighbourhood Watch) 
A. Sneddon (Condorrat Community Council) 
S McCrae (YMCA-YWCA Cumbernauld) 
A. Sneddon (Cumbernauld Civic Trust) 
S Sharkey (Cumbernauld Theatre) 
C McNeil 
Councillor Jean Jones 
B Philliben (North Lanarkshire Council) 

(Victim Support and Beaver Scouts) 

Apologies: V Murray 

Distribution: As per membership list 
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2. 

INTRODUCTION 

In opening the meeting, Mr McCrae welcomed those attending 
and introduced Councillor Jean Jones, Convener of North Area 
Committee. 

Mr McCrae went on to provide a brief resume of the work at the 
Forum over the last few years, specifically highlighting the 
formal liaison arrangements between the area committee and the 
community forum whereby two forum members are members of 
the area committee. It was noted that at this stage only one place 
was taken up and that this matter required attention. 

AREA COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Councillor Jones gave an overview of the business of the area 
committee, highlighting the current arrangements for Directors 
to individually provide presentations on the responsibility, 
structure and service of their respective departments. 

Councillor Jones indicated that responses from members of the 
public and team members had been positive, and provided an 
opportunity to raise matters of local concern directly with heads 
of department. 

Councillor Jones advised that the practice of holding meets in 
each of the localities would be subject to review later in the year. 

In opening the matter up for discussion, the following points 
were raised: 
0 Service presentations were viewed as a positive step 

forward, and were viewed as a development in terms of open 
government 
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3. 

4. 

5 .  

Timing of meetings was felt to be restrictive and did not 
lend itself to encouraging or enabling the community to 
participate 

In response, Councillor Jones indicated her willingness to review 
the matter and consider options such as a weekend meeting. 

FUTURE ROLE OF COMMUNITY FORUM 

Barbara Philliben outlined the steps taken to update the 
membership of the forum, with 15 positive responses received. 
It was agreed that the new membership list should now be 
collated. 

In considering the future role of the forum, the following points 
were highlighted: 

1. The Area Committee is keen to support local community 
initiatives, including community forums; 

2. The community forum is a useful structure which 
highlights issues affecting the town as a whole. Such 
issues can then be fed into the area committee. Similar 
to residents surveys, the community forum inputs can and 
do influence budgetary processes; 

3. The function of the community forum should take 
cognisance of the new Council for Voluntary Services to 
ensure that the functions are complementary; and 
It was noted that community councils were considering 
establishing a network. The community forum will 
include all community councils in their mail list. 

4. 

In conclusion, it was generally agreed that the 15 responses in 
respect of the membership update should be viewed as a positive 
indicator for retention of the forum. 

MEETISG ARRAYGEMESTS 

It was suggested that the forum considered the suitability of the 
court as a venue for meetings. Following discussion, it was 
agreed that a central location was desirable, and that meetings 
would, subject to availability, remain in the court. It was also 
agreed that a press release would go some way to promoting the 
forum. Councillor Jones confirmed her willingness to assist. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETIKG 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 22 May 2001 at 
7.30 pm at District Court, Bron Way, Cumbernauld. 


