
The Village Comrnunitv Council 

Minutes of the Communitv Council Meetina held on Thursdav '?Ifh October 2001 

Attendees C Archibald, A Archibald, D Boyle, Jim Melville, Jenny Melville, M Leitch, 
A Donaidson, J Shaw, G Brown, E Snedden, L Park, M Park, Sgt D Bird, PC Scott 
Trotter. 

Item no 1 Chairman's Remarks 

Chairman Mr G Brown welcomed Community Council Members, Sgt D Bird and PC Trotter our 
Police representatives 

Item no 2 Apologies 

Apologies were received from G Lallaway, W Snedden, B Border, G Mackay, 
Cllr. N McCallum. 

Item no 3 Police Report 

Sgt Bird reported that since the last Community Council meeting there had been a very 
successful crackdown on under-age and public drinking in the Village, he went on to state 
that the crackdown would continue. 

A successful outcome was obtained in the Village regarding drugs after information was 
received from the public, Sgt Bird went on to say that further public co-operation should be 
encouraged in order that this scourge be eradicated from our communities. 

During the report, questions were asked about a serious assault incident and a serious 
threat to our local Police Officers, which took place during an incident in the Main Street on 
30th September 2001, details of which were publicised in the local newspaper dated 
3'' October 2001. 

At this point in the discussions, Mr J Melville, who had witnessed the Police handling of the 
situation, praised the Officers who attended and went on to say that the Officers were 
threatened with a baying and unruly crowd. This crowd, which appeared from a local 
hostelry, in support of one of their injured friends, demanding that instant Para-medic 
assistance be obtained. After 45 minutes with no ambulance appearing, the baying crowd 
became more threatening towards the Police Officers. The threatening situation 
necessitated CS cans were readied and back up Police assistance requested, fortunately 
the nasty situation was defused by action taken by the Police Officers in attendance. 

This action included, the removal of the injured person to hospital in the Police patrol car 
and the calm, measured and yet authoritative handling of the situation by the Officers 
involved. Their actions were best summed up by our community witness ; " The Police 
were superb! " 

Mr Melville then proposed that a letter be sent to the Chief Constable from The Community 
Council, praising his Officers of "N Division" for their effective handling of this incident. This 
was unanimously agreed by the members present. 

Sgt Bird and PC Trotter then left the meeting. 
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item no 4 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 13th September 2001 were approved as 
accurate. 

Item no 5 Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

Item no 6 Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer was not present at the meeting, consequentially there was no Treasurer’s 
report 

Item no 7 Secretary’s Report 

The Assistant secretary commented that it was a relatively quiet month for 
correspondence, however he notified those present of the mail received since the last 
meeting. 

Among the items discussed were:- 

1, Scottish Executive Criminal Justice Division’s Consultation Paper for the 
Review of Liquor Licensing Law in Scotland. This extremely imyfrtant item will 
be discussed at length during the next meeting scheduled for 8 November 
2001 as a reply must be submitted by 16fh November 2001. 

2. The abandoned Ford Fiesta car in Roadside was again brought to the attention 
of the Community Council and the inability of the Police and North Lanarkshire 
Council to progress further its removal. 

ACTlON 

item no 9 A.O.C.B. 

1. Mrs M Park asked if the issues involving traffic volumes in the Wynd were being 
pursued as the volume of traffic in the Wynd were increasing weekly and had 
now reached a stage where they were intolerable. In the absence of the 
Secretary, it was agreed that this issue should not be ignored, but should be 
recognised as a persistent and on going problem. 

2. Following the inability of the Scottish Ambulance service to attend the serious 
incident on Main Street last Month, concern was voiced that some 45 minutes 
after an ambulance request was made, with no appearance of the required 
Para-media, what survival chance would a heart or stroke victim have had that 
evening? Another point discussed was the number and availability of 
ambulances to serve Cumbernauld’s 70000 residents. 

It was agreed that a {etter of concern be sent to the appropriate authorities and 
that Councillor N McCallum be asked to voice our concerns. 

3. Mrs Jean Shaw asked that the landscaping and grass-cutting section of North 
Lanarkshire Council be informed of the cut, wet grass from their grass-cutting 
machines being deposited on roads and pavements in the Village when moving 
between locations. It was pointed out that this action exacerbates the cleansing 
problems in The Village. 

GL 
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The Villaae Communitv Council 

Minutes of the Community Council Meetina held on Thursday 8'h November 2001 

Attendees C Archibald, A Archibald, B Border, D Boyle, Jim Melville, Jenny Melville, J Shaw, G 
Brown, W Snedden,E Snedden , Sgt David Bird, PC Scott Trotter, Cllr N McCallum. 

Item no I Chairman's Remarks 

Acting Chairman Mr D Bayle welcomed Community Councit Members, Sgt D Bird and PC S 
Trotter. 

Item no 2 Apologies 

Apologies were received from G Mackay, Mr and Mrs Park and G Maxwell. 

ACTION 
Item no 3 Potice Report 

Sgt Bird reported that PC Am Lafferty, the police officer injured earlier this week in a road 
traffic incident was now off the critical list at the Southern General Hospital, he went on to 
say how heartening it was when so many local residents had been asking about Jim's 
condition. 

He went on to talk in general terms about the crime in and around the area in the last four 
weeks, he was pleased to report that there were successful outcomes with regard to a 
number of incidents. He spoke about the difficulties that faced the police in carrying out 
their duties and in particular when dealing with the under 16-age group. 

Questions about these "urban terrorists", sale of fireworks to minors, vandalism, public 
drinking and loitering of youths in the Village were answered fully by the Police Officers. 

After the discussions regarding law and order on our streets and the fear in the community 
the Secretary was asked to send a letter to Mr Jim Wallace, the Justice Minister in the 
ScOttish Parliament highlighting the Viltage Community Councils' concerns. 

Answering a question about the shortage of Officers on the streets Sgt Bird indicated that 
due to other duties in say Glasgow, Police Officers were drafted in from out of town to 
cope. Events such as football matches and protest demonstrations were sited by D Bird as 
examples of events requiring additional Police support. The additional increase in 
paperwork was also sited as time-consuming activities that took Police Officers away from 
street patrol. The shortage of Police Officers in general resulted in Police resources being 
stretched at certain peak times, although more money was being made available for 
recruitment this would not maintain required levels of staff. 

The Secretary informed the meeting that a letter had been sent to Chief Constable Rae, 
thanking Police Officers who attended a recent incident in the Main Street for their 
professional approach, which defused a potentially nasty situation. The Secretary also 
informed the meeting that a Police priority questionnaire would be circulated later in the 
meeting that should assist Police in N Division to provide a more responsive service to the 
community. 

D Boyle thanked both Sgt Bird and PC Trotter for their attendance and both left the 
meeting at 8.15prn. 

GL 
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ACTION 
Item no 4 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 11 th October 2001 were approved as 
accurate. Adoption of the minutes were proposed by G Brown and seconded by D Boyle. 

Item no 5 Matters arising 

The Secretary informed the meeting that ail the action points from last month’s meeting 
had been carried out. 

item no 6 Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer reported that the Grant from North Lanarkshire Council of €612.00 had 
been deposited in the bank and that the bank balance stood at €3343.48. 

He also indicated that a copy of the invoice from Lawncare for work on the Village Peace 
Garden was required for auditing purposes. 

item no 7 Secretary‘s Report 

The Secretary distributed, to everyone present, a copy of the index of all correspondence 
received since the last meeting in October 2001. 
Among the items discussed were:- 

1. Copy of letters to NLC from I Stark regarding two planning applications. It 
was agreed after discussions that letters from the Community Council should 
be sent to North Lanarkshire Council’s Planning and Environment 
Department objecting to a) The proposed phone mast at Dobbies Garden 
Centre and b) the application for the erection of nine private houses at 
Cumbernauld House. 

2. The Secretary distributed copies of Strathclyde Police “N Division” Policing 
Priorities Questionnaire for completion by individual Community Council 
Members and asked that they be handed in to his home early next week so 
that the results could be sent to Inspector Allison at Mathewell later in the 
week. 

item no 8 A.O.C.B. 

1. The Chairman indicated that most, if not all, of the remaining time would be 
devoted to the important issues in the Consultation Paper for the Review of 
the Liquor Licensing Law in Scotland copies of which were distributed to 
members at the meeting held on 1I”October 2001. 

Mr C Archibald expressed concerns over a number of items from within 
sections of the Consultation Paper. It was agreed that the Community 
Council Members would look at each of the sections in turn, highlighted by 
Mr Archibald. 

After a great deal of discussion, it was agreed that Mr Archibald and the 
Secretary, formulate the Community Council’s response and post it before 
the lffh November 2001 deadline. 

GL 

GL 
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2. Mr D Bvyle the Community Council's representative on the Crime Prevention 
Panel indicated that he would like to step down and asked if anyone else 
from the Community Council would like to take his place on the Panel. 

Item no 9 Next Meeting 

Date and time of next meeting - Thursday 1 3'h December 2001 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm. 
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