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Gartcosh Community Council 

Minutes of the First Annual General Meeting , November 12,2001 

Present : Jim Waddell, Bryan Johnston, David Black, Senga McAloney, Pauline Campbell, George 
Greechan, Jacqueline Greechan, Jim Diamond, Billy Dewar 
In Attendance : Robert Denning, Anne Denming, Ruby Johnston, John Murphy, Ina Murphy, K 
GaIlagher 
Chairman's Opening - The Chairman welcomed everyone to the first AGM of the reconstituted 
Community Council, It was reported that there had been a healthy interest in the Community Council 
with all of the initial places having been taken up. The sole vacancy had only been created by a Member 
moving outwith the rillage. A number of issues had been campaigned by the Community Council 
throughout the year : new speed restrictions which had now been approved and were proceeding thro legal 
process ; the development of the former Russell's Container Yard was about to commence albeit of a 
greater size than was wished ; the development of the Railway Station and Business Park was underway, 
the access road being due for imminent completion ; and there were hopeful signs of some form of Post 
Office being formed. The business of the evening would be, as set out in the Agenda, firstly to consider 
the accounts for the year to June 30,2001, to appoint office bearers as required by the constitution, 
consider any applications for election and then to conduct other business. 
Treasurers Report : The accounts for the year to June 30,2001 were presented. After discussion and 
explanation of various points it was Proposed by George Greechan and Seconded by Senga McAloney that 
they be approved for signing and submission to NLC. Currently there was E l  156 in the Bank. 

Having approved the Annual Accounts the Chair announced that the existing Officer Members would 
now stand down. Each expressed an interest to be considered for re-appointment and with no other 
Members expressing an interest, it was Proposed by George Greechan and Seconded by David Black to re- 
appoint Jim Waddell as Chair ; Proposed by Bryan Johnston and Seconded by David Black to re-appoint 
Pauline Campbell as Treasurer ; and Proposed by Jim Waddell and Seconded by David Black to re- 
appoint Bryan Johnston as Secretary. It was noted that there were no applications for election as a 
Member at this time. That being all of the formal business of the AGM it was agreed that the normal 
business be conducted. 

Apologies : PC's John Sutherland & Kenny Foy, R Laing, H Harra 
Adoption of Previous Minutes : Proposed by David Black, Seconded by George Greechan 
Presentation by the Police - With the change of date for the meeting the Police were not able to attend 
personally but had given a report to the Secretary. There had been three reported crimes in the period Oct 
1 - Nov 5 : attempted housebreaking for which 3 persons had been detected : theft of fuel from a motor 
vehicle : and Possession of Cannabis for which 1 male had been detected. There had been no further 
information received with regard to drugs misuse within the village as previously discussed. 
Matters Arising from Previous Minutes :. 
Neighbourhood Watch - the revised Flyers were now prepared and would be given to David Black to 
arrange distribution. 
Jubilee Year : it was reported that this idea was still on going and that an application to Cllr Joe Shaw 
for assistance would be made. 
Roads : David Black reported that he will still pushing NLC to have the new signs erected as soon as 
possible. Some work , dropping the chevron boards slightly, had been undertaken at the Roundabout and 
Ceitdirl dekCtS ili 
Noise Level : It was reported that Cllr Joe Shaw had been contacted and that the matter was being raised, 
again, with the Department of Community Services. There was general agreement within NLC that the 
hall did need a whole number of repairs and alteration but there were budget constraints. With the future 
surrounding development there was the possibility that such alterations & maintenance might be 
incorporated. After discussion it was agreed that this was too far away. In the short term we must push for 
some form of soundproofing : consider a different evening : consider a different venue, 
Powercuts - Scottish Power had not yet been approached to make a presentation 
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Post Office - Elaine Smith MSP copied a letter from the Post office advising that the provision of a 
mobile service was being given consideration. 
Railway Station / Business Park - Elaine Smith MSP copied a letter fkom NLC advising the cunent 
status. In summary, whereas the road contract was well underway and due for completion early next year 
there were continuing delays with regard to the Station. It has been necessary to place a necessary piece 
of land under a CPO. Railtrack are working nationally to extremely stringent safety standards and have 
their own commercial problems. To try and mitigate these delays NLC are working on various issues and 
surveys such that they might be handed over whenever the contract is awarded. At this time, a revised 
date of June 2002 has been set. 
Otber Matters: 
Planning : Planning Notices for the period had been received and it was noted that none were directly in 
the village. It was noted that approval for the Russell's site had been given on October 16 and the contents 
of a letter from NLC dated Oct 18 were given. There was great concern that whereas the Community 
Council had generally approved of the development at circa 200 houses it had now risen, despite our 
protests, to a latest reported figure of 298. The Chairman made the point that NLC had approved the 
principle of housing on the site and that the developer then had to work within approved guidelines and 
constraints as to the density. So long as these criteria were met the matter was outwith the control of NLC 
never mind the Community Council. Regardless, there remained many misgivings about the size of the 
development by many of those present. The Chairman committed to writing to NLC for some further 
explanation. 
Correspondence Received 
Police Priorities Questionnaire - since this had to be submitted by Nov 18, it had already been 
completed and submitted by the Secretary after consultation with the Chair. Details of the answers 
submitted were given. 
Greater Glasgow Health Board - an invitation had been received to attend a meeting on Oct 30 but it 
had not been possible to attend. 
The Assoc of North Corridor Community Councils - intimation had been received from the former 
Secretary. Nome Mills, that there were moves to re-inaugurate the association and requesting that we be 
part of it. After discussion it was concluded that such an association would probably form much the same 
function as the Northern Corridor Community Forum which had recently fallen away thro lack of interest. 
Nonetheless, the principle of such a collective body for the North Comdor was endorsed but it was felt 
that efforts would be better expended into the Community Forum being more representative and with the 
allocation of h d i n g  from NLC. 
AS0 Consultation Forum - yet another date of November 21 for a discussion workshop had been advised. 
David Black was asked if he might be able to attend. 
North Lanarkshire Public Access Strategy Final Report - a copy had been received 
Nortli Lanarkshire Strategic Development Framework - a copy document for consideration & comments 
by Nov 30 had been received. 
Date of Next Meeting : Monday, December 3,7.30 - 9.00 at Gartcosh Community Centre 



Gartcosh Community Council 
Minutes of Meeting held on December 3,2001 

Present: Bryan Johnston, David Black, James 
Diamond, George Greechan 
In Attendance: Brenda McRae, Rita Laing, Cathy 
Russell, S g t  Paul Harvie 
Apologies: James Waddell, Senga McAloney, 
Pauline Campbell, and Jacqueline Greechan 
Chairman’s Opening: The Secretary advised that 
the Chair had earlier in the day intimated that he 
would not manage to attend the meeting because of 
another commitment. In his absence the Secretary 
took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. It was agreed that S g t  Paul Harvie would 
inake his presentation in advance of other business. 
Police Report: There had been seven reported 
crimes in the period - Breach of the Peace, a theft 
from the Business Park construction site, a drunk 
driver and four other car related thefts. So far as the 
theft from the construction site was concerned it 
was noted that this was not the first and that most 
likely the items were transported off site in a van. 
Anybody walking in the area was asked to keep a 
watch for any suspicious vehicles in the area. 
Previously Members had asked about the 
possibility of drugs being available in the area. It 
was conceded that this was a possibility and the 
Police were keeping a very watchful eye on the 
matter. 
Adoption of Previous Minutes: David Black and 
Jim Diamond expressed concern that the Minutes 
did not adequately express the strength of feeling 
against the apparent disregard by NLC of the 
Community Council’s view with regard to the 
increase in the size of the development on the 
former Russell’s site. In essence the 200 house 
development of which we had approved had now 
become a 300 house development. With this 
proviso the Minutes were Proposed by David Black 
and Seconded by George Greechan. 
Matters Arising from Previous Minutes: 
Neighbourhood Watch Flyer: it was noted that 
distribution had not yet happened, David Black to 
pursue. 
Roads: it was noted that the Speed Restrictions 
were still not in force. David Black & Jim Diamond 
presented a case that the wishes of the Community 
were being totally ignored by NLC, that any such 
restrictions were directly linked to the provision of 
a Railway Station and that that might not now 
happen. The matter had now got to a stage where 
our local MP, MSP and newspaper should be made 
aware of NLC’s failure to deliver. Bryan Johnston 
pointed out that whereas the Railway Station may 
have been a major consideration in granting the 

Order for the speed restrictions, once granted the 
Order was a stand-alone matter. There was a legal 
requirement for certain procedures to be followed 
and a timetable to be adhered to. Since the exact 
timetable was not to hand, the Secretary proposed 
that it be confirmed with NLC and the matter 
discussed fbrther at the next meeting. If 
appropriate, only then should we consider raising 
the matter with our local MP & MSP. 
Noise: it was reported by the Secretary that 
Community Services had agreed to the provision of 
an acoustic curtain around the small dividing door 
to try and restrict some of the noise from the main 
hall. It was noted that we had already pre-booked 
the Hall thro to the end of the NLC Financial Year, 
March 3 1, and it seemed reasonable to assume that 
this would be installed well before then in order 
that we might reassess the ongoing position. 
Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of the 
Treasurer there was no report. 
Other Business: 
Planning - it was noted that lists for the period had 
been received but none referred to the village. 
The Secretary reported that he had attended the 
preliminary meeting for the Mount Ellen Public 
Inquiry. It was established that it would be held on 
February 12,2002 within Mount Ellen Community 
Centre over a period of about 3 to 4 days. Detailed 
papers and submissions would be lodged within 
Chryston Library from December 2 1. Other than 
the Developer and NLC, some local residents from 
Mount Ellen, Chryston & Muirhead Community 
Council and Jim Diamond as a private individual, 
would give evidence. Gartcosh Community 
Council would not be giving evidence but had 
already reminded both NLC and SEPA of concerns 
so far as possible pollution to Johnston Loch should 
any discharge fiom the development be permitted, 
as had happened with the Wilson Homes 
Development. It was also noted at the Preliminary 
Meeting that the Local Draft Plan was still not 
finalised and would itself be subject to a Public 
Inquiry, most likely not before June 2002, at the 
earliest. 
It was noted that the land in Lochend Road, across 
from the school, had now been sold and that we 
might anticipate a Planning Application for housing 
in the near future. 
Meeting Dates for 2002: Previously it had been 
agreed that we would not produce a date’s calendar 
for 2002. Although the Community Hall was 
already booked thro to the end of the Financial 
Year, March 3 1, for clarity and to avoid any other 



prior bookings, it was important to set dates well in 
advance. It was noted that the first Monday in both 
April and May would in fact be a Public Holiday. 
Therefore it was agreed that the meetings should be 
scheduled for Wednesday April 10 and Wednesday 
May 8. Although our “normal” date of Monday 
June 3 would also be a Public Holiday, the Queen’s 
Jubilee Day, it was suggested that we should in fact 
book the hall for that day in anticipation of 
organising some form of Village Celebration in 
conjunction with the school, church & social club. 
At the same time members were asked to give the 
idea of such a village party some thought and 
present ideas at the next meeting. Thereafter, our 
“normal” date of the first Monday could apply 
without clashing with any other Public Holidays. 
Should we decide that the noise level remains 
iinacceptable even after the installation of the 
acoustic curtain then we may consider moving 
venue later in 2002. 
In summary, the dates for 2002 would be: Jan 7 :  
Feb 4: Mar 4: Apr 10: May 8: Jun 3: Jul 1: Aug 5 :  
Sep 2: Oct 7: Nov 4: Dec 2. 
Kerbside Blue Wheeled Bin Recycling Project: it 
was noted that a letter had been issued by NLC 
throughout the village. Questions were asked with 
regard to this pilot project but could not be 
answered in the absence of any further information. 
It was noted that a series of public meetings had 
been organised in all areas other than Gartcosh. The 
Secretary was instructed to write and request that a 
representative from NLC come along to our next 
meeting. 
School Project: The Secretary advised that Anne 
Walker had asked if the Community Council might 
be able to assist with the fbnding of a garden 
project. Initial enquiries indicated that it might be 
possible for the Community Council to apply for 
some form of Lottery Funding. Application Papers 
had been requested. It was agreed that the Secretary 
should proceed with this and report back on 
progress. 
Co-opted Mernbev: Jim Diamond requested that we 
consider co-opting Cathy Russell as a Member at 
the next meeting. 

Date of Next Meeting: Monday January 7,2002 


