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The Villaae Community Council 

Minules of the Communitv Council Meetina held on Thursdav 13th December 2001 

Attendees 
G Lafiaway, E McAllister, J Shaw, Jim Mefville, Jenny Melviife, J Stewart, Cllr McCaIEum, 
Sergeant Bird, Ken McCracken, Alice Homer and Cllr Homer. 

R Border, D Boyle, C Archibald, A Archibald, W Snedden, E Snedden, 

item no I Chairman's Remarks 

The Vice Chairman Mr D Boyle opened the meeting and welcomed Community Council 
Members, invited guest, local residents and visitors. 

item no 2 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Mr G Brown, Mr G Mackay and Constable S Trotter. 

Item no 3 Police Report 

Sgt Bird stated that the crime figures in the Wage area were down and the detection rate 
higher over the corresponding period last year. He was pleased to state that two asyear 
olds had been the subject of a report sent to the Procurator Fiscal about the recent spate 
of graffiti in the Village. He also reported that the letter sent to Strathclyde Police about 
abandoned cars in the Village as well as cars being driven on the roads regularly with 
current road fund tax discs was being actioned by K Forsyth. He went on say that the 
assistance given to the Police by local Village residents was invaluable to the Police in 
their duties of policing in and around The Village. 

Sergeant Bird went on to give a review of the work of the Community Policing Unit which 
had a team of 26 who had dealt with over 2000 enquiries and incidents last year with 
approximately 33% related to cases referred to the Procurator Fiscal. 

Mr C Archibald commented on the difficulties and dangers facing Police Officers in carrying 
out their duties, by referring to a particular case involving a 16 year old from the Raploch 
area in Stirling. 

It was noted that most of the graffiii sprayed throughout the Vilfage had now been cleaned 
up by North Lanarkshire Council. Other areas that were strewn with broken glass and litter 
were requiring attention by NLC. Two particular areas, the tunnel at Dobbies and a tunnel at 
Wardpark Industrial estate, were identified as requiring immediate attention. The secretary 
was asked to write a letter to North Lanarkshire Council requesting that both these areas be 
cleaned up on a regular basis. 

Sergeant Bitd's attention was drawn to the nuisance caused by a group male and female 
youths, roaming about The Village and causing alarm to residents at Finlay Place in the 
Main Street. Among the damage caused by these youths, were spitting on windows, ripping 
and damaging TV aerial and a broken window. Sergeant Bird notified the meeting that he 
was aware of these troublesome youths, as a Police Officer had spoken to one of the 
residents. Sgt Bird will ask Constable S McKeHar to call on this resident and discuss the 
options available to deal with this group. In the meantime J Stewart will inform the residents 
of Findlay place that this item was discussed at the meeting and the course of acZion to be 
taken by Sgt Bird. 

Sergeant Bird's attention was also drawn to what was described, as poor quality sewice 
given to a resident by Strathclyde Police in a dispute involving neighbours, which resulted in 
a newly erected fence being ripped down. 

ACTION 

GL 

D5 
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ACTION 

The advice given to the resident by Strathclyde Police, when she phoned seeking advice 
and action from them was that, as it was a civil dispute between neighbours Strathclyde 
Police could not get involved, After lengthy discussions it was agreed that the resident write 
direct to Chief Supt.Tom Buchan, Divisional Commander at Mothewell, providing details of 
events on the day in question and asking for clarification on the advice given. 

As there was no further questions regarding police matters Sergeant Bird then left the 
meeting at 8.15pm. 

Item no 4 Cumbemauld Primary School Board. 

Mr David Boyte introduced Ken McCracken, Chairman Cumbernauld Primary School Board 
who was invited to the Community Council meeting following a letter sent by the School; 
Board regarding future use of the Primary School building after the pupils have moved to 
the new Schoot Building. 

Mr McCracken outlined the main point of his letter to Mr Michaet O’Neil, Director of 
Education for North Lanarkshire Council. The main concerns in the letter were :- 

Provision of safe walking routes for pupils. 
Need for co-operation and co-ordination with both denomination and non 
denomination schools. 
The future use of the existing building after pupils have moved to new building. 

e 

He went on to give details of the reply he had received from North Lanarkshire Education 
Department which was more or less the same reply the Community Council had been given 
to a letter sent to Mr O’Neil in March of this year, that the building would be declared surplus 
to Education Department requirements and the responsibility for its disposat given over to 
another NLC department. 

After lengthy discussions it was agreed that representatives from various groups within the 
Village as well as groups currently using the premises be invited to a proposed meeting 
early in 2002 to discuss how the existing school building cuuld be used as a Community 
resource. 

It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Director of Education asking if 
any further discussions had taken pla;e regarding the future use of the existing 
building, since his last letter dated 14 March 2001 

&em no 5 Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting of The Village Community Council held on Thursday 8th November 
2001 were approved as accurate. 

Proposed by C Archibald and seconded by J Melville. 

It was agreed that the minutes of the 8* November meeting could now be sent to North 
Lanarkshire Council’s Chief Executive Department. 

item no 6 Matters arising 

1, The Secretary informed the meeting that all the points from %he meeting held on 
November 2001 had been actioned. 
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Item no 7 Treasurer’s Report 

1. The Treasurer stated that one bifi had been paid since the la& meeting 
and the bank balance currently stood at €3302.93 

Item no 8 Secretary’s Report 

1) The correspondence received since the last meeting was highlighted by the 
secretary. These included 

c 

a 

0 

e 
0 

0 

0 

0 New Opportunities Fund 

Copy of Cllr McCalfum‘s fetter to R Stuart re bush at bus bay. 
Letter from Paul dukes re grass cutting debris. 
Acknowledgement of letter sent to Scottish Ambulance Service. 
Acknowledgement of letter sent to Planning Dept Dobbies Mast. 
Reply from Wilfiam Rae Chief Constable Strathclyde Police. 
Letter from Cumbernauld Primary School Board. 
Acknowledgement of letter sent to Planning Dept Cumbernauld House. 
Planning permission granted for 12 Baronhill, 
Letter - Campaign to save Greater Glasgow’s Hospitals. 
Letter invite Corridor Consultation Forum A8O. 

Copy of Cllr McCallum’s letters re Broken Bollards and graffii in Village. 

Item no 9 A.O.C.B, 

It was unanimously agreed that Jim Melville be co-opted as a member 
of the Community Council. Jim was welcomed and congratulated by Mr 
D Boyle. 

Mr D Boyle asked if the Community Councit could be represented at the 
Armistice Service scheduled for November 2002. This was unanimously 
agreed that The Cornrnunkty Council should be represented and that 
funding will be available for a wreath to be laid at the War Memorial. Mr 
D Boyle will liaise with the Mr W Anderson at The British Legion in 
Cumbernauld to arrange. 

It was noted that the Manhole in the Main Street had been repaired. 

Mr R Bonier informed the meeting that the litter problem in the area of 
the bus bay still persists especially at weekends when no litter picker is 
available. After discussions it was agreed that a letter should be sent to 
Mr Ken Wilson at NLC asking if this irksome litter problem can be dealt 
with. 

It was pointed out that two new bus shelters had been erected at Old 
Inns and these shelters were smart looking. The shelters in the bus bay 
were old and very grubby looking and members thought it was time 
these sholxM also be replaced. tt was noted that anyone using pubfic 
transport to come into, or leave, Cumbernauld Village, is likely to have a 
tarnished image of The ViElage and it’s residents. After discussions it 
was agreed that a letter be sent to NLC Planning Department asking far 
replacement bus shelters for the bus bay. 
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6) The continual traffic problems in the Main Street were again discussed. 
It was noted €hat the frequency of these problems are increasing every 
month, indiscriminate parking and large delivery lorries are the main 
contributing factors. It was also stated f iat  four of the road bollards 
sited at the corner of The Wynd and Main Street require replacing 
again. These bollards are being continually knocked over by large 
lorries trying to turn either right or left from The Wynd onto Main Street 
because the drivers fail to see or heed the notice advising lorry drivers 
of the more suitable alternative route to Main Street. 

After lengthy discussions if was agreed that a letter be sent to NLC 
Planning Department asking if the present one way system currently 
operating in the tower Main Street can be reversed to enable vehicular 
traffic to enter from the Wilderness Brae. 

7) The question of celebrating the Queen's Golden Jubilee was raised and 
after discussions if was agreed that a mal( working group be set up to 
drive this project forward. The Secretary wouM endeavour to obtain 
useful information about the activities that could be organised in The 
Village. Several names were proposed for membership of this working 
party. This item will be discussed more fully during the January 2002 
meeting. 

Bern no 12 Next Meeting 

Date and time of next meeting - Thursday lafh January 2002 @ 3.30prn in the 
Village Hall. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm. 
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The Village Cornmunitv Council 

Minutes of the Cornmunitv Council Meetina held on Thursday 10th Januarv 2002 

Attendees 
E McAllister, G Maxwell, J Shaw, Jim Melville, Jenny Melville, J Haughton, L Park, M Park 
Cllr McCalium, Sergeant Bird, S Trotter, W Bums, T McGowan. 

G Brown, R Border, C Archibatd, A Archibald, E Snedden, G Lallaway, 

Item no 1 Chairman's Remarks 

The Chairman Mr G Brown opened the meeting and welcomed Community Council 
Members, invited guests and focal residents. The Chairmen asked for member's approval to 
reverse agenda items 3 and 4 as the police representatives were attending another meeting 
and had indicated their intention to amve later. This was unanimously agreed. 

Item no 2 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Mr W Snedden, Mr G Mackay and Mr D Boyie. 

Item no 4 North Lanarkshire Council's Re-cycling Strategy. 

Mr George Brown introduced Mr William Bums and Mr Tom McGowan from North 
Lanarkshire Council's Community Services Department. Mr Burns commenced his 
presentation by stating both UK and EU Directives that influences North Lanarkshire 
Council's re-cycling strategy. He went on to state that with a current figure of 2%, North 
Lanarkshire was 2"d bottom of the league table for re-cycling in Scotland and that every 
effort must be made to reduce the amount of re-cyclable materials being deposited in tand 
fill sites. 

North Lanarkshire Council have proposed two innovative projects for a trial perio$in the 
region, commencing in March/April2002. The first project involves supplying a 2 'wheelie 
bin" in areas that lend themselves suitable, the second is to supply a hessian sack with 
handles for the collection of bottles and cans. The sacks will be supplemented with a 
polythene bag for the disposal of clothing and footwear etc. 

A question and answer session foItowed, with concerns being raised about the proposals, 
among the points raised were :- 

e Many households did not have any space for an additional "wheelie bin". 

The full hessian bags left at the side of the road may be blown or knocked over and 
the contents spilled onto the pavement. 

The empty hessian bags left at the side of the road, after emptying by the 
contractor, may contribute to the current litter problem. 

After some discussions, it was agreed that the points raised during the meeting would be 
taken back as points of information to NLC Community Services Department. 

General and specific cleansing problems associated with Cumbernauld Viltage were raised 
with Mr Burns and Mr McGowan. Some of these points were :- 

e .The use of the domestic bin system by a local business 
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0 Mr R Border reported the lack of regular cleansing at various locations in the 
Village, he went on to illustrate particular areas such as The area surrounding the 
bus bay, the underpass adjacent to the Spur Hotel, the underpass at Wardpark 
Industrial Estate and Dobbies tunnel. 

0 The dissatisfaction with the haphazaid cleansing arrangements over the Christmas 
and New Year periods, the litter picking arrangements over the same period as welt 
as general litter picking, or lack of it, every weekend. 

Mr Burns and Mr McGowan promised to action the points that were raised during the 
meeting. Both gentlemen were thanked for their enlightening, informative and appreciated 
attendance by Mr G Brown. 

Mr Burns and Mr McGowan then left the meeting at 8.40pm. 

Item no 3 Police Report 

PC Scott Trotter stated that the crime figures in the Village area were down significantly 
over the last month. Unbelievably, in Cumbernauld Village, there were only five crimes 
committed and reported, and these had a 100% detection rate. 

Information and complaints regarding abandoned cars are now best directed through the 
local office to what is known as the "Engine Room" where Kay Forsyth is a member of 
that team. Kay can be contacted on 01236 503900 or 01236 503934 (direct). 

An update on the status for the provision of CCTV in the Village was given by PC Trotter. 

A report detailing some of the Community Policing activities in the area over the last year 
had been published and a copy was handed over by Scott Trotter for circulating to all 
Community Council Members. 

In answering a question from December 2001 Community Council Meeting Minutes a b u t  
advice given to an enquirer regarding a domestic dispute between neighbours, Sgt D Bird 
informed the meeting that an internal Police enquiry was currently taking place. 

It was then stated by several Community Council Members that the last Community 
Council meeting was high jacked by the residertt who had used the meeting as a vehicle 
to criticise and verbally attack Strathclyde Police. It was agreed that all the information 
given by Sgt. Bird, during the last meeting was correct. 

It was also pointed out that litter problems and problems with youths and teenagers were 
associated with persons who lived outwith the Village but came into it to use one of the 
many fast food premises and other attractions that Cumbernauld Village had to offer. 

As there was no further questions regarding police matters Sergeant Bird and PC Trotter 
then left the meeting at 9.15pm. 

Item no 5 Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting of The Wage Community Council held on Thursday 1 3'h December 
2001 were approved as accurate. 

Proposed by E Snedden and seconded by A Archibald. 

It was agreed that the minutes of .the t3'h December 2001 meeting coutd now be sent to 
North Lanarkshire Council's Chief Executive Department. 

D:\Community Council Agenda & MinutesUvlinutes Community Council meeting 10-01 -02.doc 2 



ACTION 
Item no 6 Matters arising 

1. The Secretary informef2he meeting that two letters resulting from discussions at 
the meeting held on 13 December 2001 were stitl to be actioned. The outstanding 
letters would be sent over the weekend. GL 

Item no 7 Treasurer’s Report 

1. In the absence of the Treasurer no report was available. 

Item no 8 Secretary’s Report 

1) The correspondence received since the last meeting were detailed by the secretary. 

These included 

Reply from A Lucas Chief Executive - Scottish Ambulance Service. 

Planning application for Telecommunications Mast at Dobbies -withdrawn. 

Invite to North Area Committee meeting (24/01/02). 

Invite to Save Greater Glasgow’s Hospital Group meeting 26101/02. 

The Secretary informed the meeting that the flooding in the car park off The Wynd, had 
been reported to West of Scotland Water and NLC Planning Department. 

Item no 3 Golden Jubilee CeIebrations 

1) The working party for organising the activities to cetebrate the Golden 
Jubilee in June 2002 had been formed and would arrange to meet as soon 
as possible. It was agreed that a group comprising of Chairman, Secretary 
and Treasurer could meet to approve items without the need to wait for the 
next Community Council meeting. 

2) A report will be made available from now until May on the activities of the 
workillg party. It will feature as an agenda item at future meetings 

Item no 10 kO.C.6. 

1) A question was asked about the former toilet building in The Wynd, it 
was agreed that a letter be sent to NLC Planning Departments asking 
about the status of the building. 

2) The activity surrounding the drain system in the Village was questioned 
and it was agreed that the Secretary would endeavour to obtain 
information about the work being undertaken by West of Scotland 
Water 

3) Foltowing Mr A Lucas’s letter it was unanimously agreed that his 
invitation to arrange for a representative from the Scottish Ambulance 
Service to attend the meeting scheduted for 14* February 2002 be 

. accepted 

D:\CommunBy Council Agenda & MinutesWlinutes Community Council meeting 10-01 -02.doc 3 

GL 

GL 

GL 



Hem no 12 Next Meeting 

Date and time of next meeting - Thursday 14th February 2002 @ 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm. 
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