
WESTERWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES O F  MEETING HELD ON 20th NOVEMBER 2001 

d u i :  Walker, 
Present: 
Gordon Wright (Chair), Ken Brunton, Bill Cunning 
Annabel Irvine, Fiona Lawley, Marilyn Sweet (Part Only) and Peter King. 

.................................................. 

Apologies 
Apologies were received from Bernard Groom, and Joe Brady 

Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th September 2001 were approved. 

Matters Arising 
Road Safety. 
Since the speaker from NLC, due to address this issue this evening, had 
had to cancel, it was agreed to carry this matter forward until the 
January meeting,. 
Liaison-with other Community Councils. 
Joe Brady and Marilyn Sweet have agreed to represent Westerwood in 
discussions with other Councils on a range of common interests. 

“No -Ball Games’’ at Edenside 
There was considerable discussion on this subject, with complaints being 
made about damage to gardens etc. from ball games, notwithstanding the 
presence of signs purporting to forbid this. Councillor Murray, who was 
in the audience, stated that it was his understanding that the matters 
rested with the Community Council. He explained that it would be for 
the Council to decide whether to seek any further action by the Local 
Authority. As with the subject of Road Safety (see above), it was agreed 
to defer consideration of this issue until the January meeting. 

Ceilidh 
Annabel Irvine reported that she had made provisional arrangements for 
a ceilidh to be held in the Village Hall on 26th January. Tickets would be 
priced at $10 each. The Council agreed that she should proceed to 
finalise these arrangements. Each Council member will receive 10 tickets 
for sale. 

Relocation of Ogilvie Construction’s Fence adjacent to Muirfield 
Road 
Following representations from residents in the Muirfield Road area, the 
Council agreed to make representations to North Lanarkshire Council 



about the builders’ application to move the line of the boundary fence on 
the north side of their Westerwood Rise development, 

Morton Hotels 
The Chairman reported that there had been no change since the last 
meeting. Our Planning Consultants continue to exercise a watching brief 
on our behalf. The Chairman also reported that, via our Consultants, we 
had learned that progress on the new Cumbernauld Development Plan 
had stalled. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Ken Brunton delivered his Treasurer’s Report and answered questions 
from the floor. 

Fence at Mainhead Plantation 
It  was reported that residents in the area of the Plantation had requested 
Ogilvie Construction to erect a fence to stop people entering land owned 
by that Company and causing damage to gardens. Set against this was 
one complaint from a resident who believed that this move represented a 
breach of a right of way. The Secretary reported that he had discussed 
this matter with the Builders and matters were left on the basis that the 
Council would not seek to have the fence removed unless and until 
further representations are received from either side. 

Policing 
Arising in part from the immediately foregoing Item, the Council learned 
that there was some dissatisfaction with the police response to 
complaints about damage, noise etc. especially in the Mainhead 
Plantation area. The Council will discuss this issue with the Police 
Authority. 

Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall on 22nd January at 
8pm. 



Minutes of the Meeting of Westerwood 
Community Council 

A meeting of Westerwood Community council was held in The Wynd on 
Tuesday 22nd January 2002 

Present: Councillor Gordon Murray, Bernard Groom, Gordon Wright, 
Ken Brunton, Joe Brady, Marilyn Sweet, Fiona Lawley, 
Annabel Irvine, Peter King, Gillies Walker 
Mr Jim Watson, Service Manager, NLC Roads Division 

Apologies: Bill Cunningham 

1. Chairman’s Opening Comments 
The Chairman thanked the general public for attending the meeting and 
acknowledged the level of support from the residents. As the invited 
representative from the Department of Roads, NLC was in attendance it 
was decided to open up the floor to him as the first item on the agenda. 

2. Introduction to NLC Roads Policy by Mr Watson 
Mr Watson explained to the people present the history of the road network 
for the Western Extension, which covers Eastfield Road. The roads were 
designed to be sufficient for 15 years after the last development in the 
area. One area expected to pose possible problems was the Craiglinn 
roundabout and this has been the case. A traffic impact assessment was 
carried out 10 years ago. 

He advised that Eastfield Road is considered to be operating under 
capacity although he did acknowledge that problems on the A80 can result 
in a higher level of traffic on the Eastfield Road. The west end of Eastfield 
Road being the busiest @ 1400-1 500 vehicles per hour. The east end 
approx. 1000 vehicles per hour. He advised that people using the road 
should only expect 15-25 second delays. The number of junctions 
determines traffic capacity on the road. 

A number of issues were raised by the public presznt: 

Carrickstone View - residents are finding it very difficult to turn out of this 
road onto Eastfield Road. Mr Watson will meet with residents to assess 
the situation. 
Speed on Eastfield Road - A number of people expressed concern 
regarding excessive speed. The speed on this road has been studied over 
a 3 day period, outwith peak times. 50% travel at 40mph and under, 50% 
over 40mph. Of this 50%, 15% travel at 47mph or above. National 
guidelines determine road speeds, with the police also giving advice. Mr 
Watson feels 40 mph is realistic. However he will ask his transport people 
to look at alternative things to try to reduce speed. 
It was asked if the introduction of sleeping policernen/bumps were 
possible - bumps could be a possibility but noise can be the downside. 

. 



Lack of pathways and danger to children - routes for walking to the new 
schools are,currently being looked at. Mr Watson agreed to look at the 
situation of pathways around Muifield Road as well as overgrown 
pathways on St Andrew’s Drive. 
Someone present asked if signs could be used to highlight junctions - he 
advised that studies show junction ahead signs have no effect. 
Trucks use Eastfield Road a lot and Mr Watson was asked to provide 
figures on the traffic make-up - he will investigate. 
Bus stop and lay-by provision was noted to be very poor - the philosophy 
of the provision of bus stops has changed, the council is guided by the 
SPT and bus operators. Bus stops are favourable to lay-bys because they 
have a traffic calming effect. Provision of bus stops would change with the 
growth of the area. Mr Watson agreed to raise the issue with SPT. 
A resident raised the issue of cars driving over a footpath from 
Carrickstone View to Turnberry when the Eastfield Road is shut off due to 
accidents - Mr Watson would like to be advised of any illegal incidents 
such as this. Mr Gordon Nlurray interjected that he has complained to the 
council on a number of occasions on behalf of individuals, but to no effect. 
Mr Watson was asked when the next road assessment would be carried 
out -for any major developments NLC ask the builders to carry out a local 
transport assessment. Eastfield Road is measured on a yearly basis. 
Could side roads such as Muirfield Road have reduced speeds? -the 
expected average is 25mph. 20 is plenty campaign is being rolled out over 
a 7 to 8 month period. It is only advisory not enforceable. Most new roads 
have traffic calming measures. Mr Watson agreed to look at this issue with 
regard to Kings Drive and Muirfield Road. 

The question and answer session was concluded and Mr Watson as 
thanked for his attendance. 

3. Chairman’s Report and Treasurer’s Report 
These were dispensed with due to time constraints. 

4. Liaison with Cumbernauld Village CC 
As yet no contact. Hoping to meet a representative at the councils budget 
meeting on 24/1/02, 

5. A80 Consultation 
Study group being attended by the Chairman and Secretary, will keep 
people advised of progress. 

6. Local Policing 
The Chairman received contact from PC Dickie Bird and was advised to 
request two community policemen for the area. Councillor Murray 
confirmed that the area is badly under policed and that there is a new 
Chief Constable in post. Westwerwood CC will make this request and the 
Chairman will contact PC Bird. 



7. Update on Ceilidh 
Annabel lrvine gave an update on the ceilidh to be held on the 26/1/02. 

8. NLC Budget Consultation 
CC will report back on the 24/1/02 meeting. 

9. Introduction of Recycling Scheme 
The Community Council had not been included on the council’s list for 
correspondence, however WCC will be meeting with the relevant people 
and will report back. 

10. Morton Hotel Update 
No movement from Morton Hotels. Gordon Wright is in constant contact 
with the consultant. NLC and Morton will be meeting in 2 weeks, as NLC 
are understood to be unhappy at the way things are progressing. As yet 
there is no date for the local plan draft. 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm and the Chairman thanked everyone for 
attending. The next public meeting will be held on 19/2/02. 


