
kGEhDA ITEM NO. .... &2k!?l 
Gartcosh Community Council 

Minutes of Meeting held on January 7,2002 

Present: Jim Waddell, Bryan Johnston, David 
Black, James Diamond, Jacqueline Greechan, Billy 
Dewar, Senga McAloney 
In Attendance: Willy Burns, NLC Cleansing 
Services Manager, Brian Sherry, NLC Contracts & 
Disposals Operations Manager, Brenda McRae, 
Rita Laing, Cathy Russell, Morag Cairns, Alasdair 
Cairns, John Wilson, John Kiernan, Karen Walker, 
John Kelly, Helen MacPhee, James Simpson, 
Isobel Simpson, John Murphy, h a  Murphy. 
Apologies: Pauline Campbell, Sgt Paul Harvey 
Chairman’s Opening: The Chair welcomed 
everyone to this, the first meeting of 2002. Willy 
Bums and Brian Sherry of NLC were introduced as 
our guest speakers. They had kindly agreed to come 
along to make a Presentation on the forthcoming 
Kerbside Blue Wheeled Bin Recycling Project and 
answer any related questions. It was agreed that 
they should make their Presentation in advance of 
other business. 
Kerbside Blue Wheeled Bin Recycling Project: 
We were told that in 1990 a guideline target of 25% 
household waste should be recycled by 2000. Now 
by 2002 the actual figure being achieved was less 
than 2%, further of the 32 local authorities NLC 
were ranked at a lowly 3 1. Only 6 of those 32 
achieved a performance of 10% or better. This 
miserable performance had been caused by a 
number of factors such as lack of investment and 
lack of commercial motivation. Recycled waste 
was a commodity and as such prices went up and 
down - cardboard previously 280 I tonne was now 
only E20 (it was EO at one time). Now, however, 
previous guideline targets were being translated 
into EU Directives with severe penalties and 
implications for non-compliance. By 2010 the 25% 
figure would be mandatory, moving to 50% by 
2015 and 65% by 2020. Additionally Land Fill Tax 
would increase. At present time and rate it costs 
NLC less than E1M pa, at present volumes this 
would increase to 26.2M by 2010. Recognising that 
nione! would need to be spent in the short term to 
saLe in the longer term NLC have funded a 
refurbishment of the recycle site at Bellshill and are 
about to implement a number of different 12 month 
pilot programs. For example, within the Northern 
Corridor the program will involve the use of “Blue 
Recycle Bins” whereas in Cumbernauld it will be 
with (recycled) canvas bags. Some 5800 blue bins 
have been purchased for the program and it is 
estimated that they will transport some 1000 tonnes 
pa. 1300 tonnes is equivalent to about 1% of the 
annual total and that represents an approx saving of 

some E20,OOO pa. If our pilot is successful and it 
can be repeated throughout NLC then the savings 
become very significant (and even more if NLC do 
not have to pay any fines or additional Land Fill 
Tax). In summary, it is a partnership that has to be 
made to work unless we want our local taxes to 
increase. Yes, there will be glitches in putting the 
proposals into practice, not everything has been 
either thought of or fully thought through. If 
something does not work for you, speak to NLC at 
the telephone numbers below and they will 
endeavour to resolve the issue to best suit both 
parties. Questions were then asked from the floor 
and answered, including why a two weekly cycle 
had been adopted, what to do if a larger black bin 
was needed, the potential issue of fly and vermin. 

Recycle Hotline: 01698 302777 
Special Uplift Hotline: 01698 302010 
Hit Squad Hotline: 01698 302828 

Adoption of Previous Minutes: David Black and 
Jim Diamond expressed concern that the Minutes 
did not concur with the meeting. They were of the 
view that it had been agreed to invite Elaine Smith 
MSP to the next meeting to explain and discuss the 
delays with regard to the Station. The Secretary, 
who also had the Chair at that meeting, agreed that 
this had been suggested but a counter suggestion 
had been made that we should initially write and 
then consider the response, whatever that might be, 
before thinking about inviting Elaine Smith along. 
It was this latter suggestion that was reflected in the 
Minutes and acted upon. An E-mail was sent the 
following day. In order to minimise the response 
time during the impending Christmas Holidays a 
copy was sent direct to the Director of Planning the 
same day. A reply had yet to be received from 
Elaine Smith but Cllr Joe Shaw had kindly copied 
us with the reply from the Director to Elaine Smith. 
This letter, which would be presented later, gave no 
news other than a revised opening date of early 
2003. The Secretary suggested that Elaine Smith 
might have recognised the lack of news, other than 
the officially revised opening date, which we had 
all previously anticipated anyway. This being so, to 
help hasten along the Project she may very well 
have decided to write to Railtrack direct and be 
awaiting their response such that she might be able 
to give a meaningful response. This was rejected by 
David Black and Jim Diamond who maintained the 
view that had Elaine Smith been invited we might 
have had a meaniningful discussion and not, as 



appeared to be the case, yet further procrastination 
from NLC. The Chair suggested that this was a 
pointless argument and be left until after the letter 
was later presented. With this proviso the Minutes 
were proposed by Jim Diamond and Seconded by 
Brenda McRae. 
Matters Arising from Previous Minutes: 
Railway Station: As previously stated the Secretary 
had written to Elaine Smith MSP requesting an 
update on the apparent delay with regard to the 
Railway Station. Whereas a reply had not actually 
been received from her, Cllr Joe Shaw had kindly 
passed on a copy of the reply from the Director of 
Planning to her. It was stressed that no great 
significance should be attached to this, either it 
would be pressure of other business, the holidays or 
that a more information was being sought. That 
said, the letter was read to the meeting in its 
entirety. Jim Diamond suggested that it was a load 
of nonsense and in essence, confirmed that NLC 
had continually and persistently lied to the 
Community Council. Others agreed. Both the Chair 
and the Secretary suggested that the delays had 
most likely been substantially caused by real world 
events outwith the control of many, for example 
two particular rail tragedies and the commercial 
collapse of Railtrack. Jim Diamond and David 
Black refuted this. After much firther argument the 
Chair accepted a proposal by David Black and 
seconded by Senga McAloney that Elaine Smith be 
formally invited to attend the next meeting to give a 
full account of the whole Business Park Project 
including the Railway Station, its location, its lack 
of progress and its future timetable. All Members, 
with the exception of the Chair and the Secretary, 
were in favour of this proposal. Most of those in 
attendance also voted in favour (but some of them 
also indicated a vote against). 
Neighbourhood Watch Flyer: David Black reported 
that only 30 out of 400 flyers had been returned. In 
view of such a small return it was decided that no 
further action should be taken at this time other 
than to have a petition type letter available for 
signing in the local shop. 
Roads: The Secretary reported that letters had been 
received from both Elaine Smith MSP & Jim 
Watson of NLC with regard to the timetable for the 
implementation of the new 30 MPH restrictions. 
The signs were scheduled for erection within the 
next few days and it was anticipated that the new 
restrictions would be effective around the end of 
January. David Black reported that a meeting with 
David McDove of NLC had at last established that 
the chevron sign at the new roundabout in Lochend 
Road was indeed too high at 1.4M. It would be 
reduced to 1 .OM. David McDove had also 

confirmed the timetable for the 30MPH 
restrictions. 
Noise: it was noted that the acoustic curtain around 
the small dividing door had not yet been provided. 
Despite a request from the Chair to restrict the 
noise it was found to be particularly obtrusive and 
oppressive. Frequently our guests from NLC 
Community Services appeared to fmd it difficult to 
make themselves heard during their Presentation. 
Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of the 
Treasurer there was no report. 
Other Business: 
Police Report: Due to other commitments the 
Police were unable to attend but had however 
delivered a report for the meeting. There had been 
two reported crimes in the period, the theft of a 
motorcar, which was later recovered, and the theft 
of some power tools from a van. 
Planning - it was noted that lists for the period had 
been received but none referred to the village. That 
being so, questions were asked in view of the 
Neighbour Notification Letters received by those 
around the Social Club. The Secretary advised that 
he had heard, informally, from NLC of a Roadside 
Facility Application made on December 24 by the 
Social Club. This comprised a 50-bed hotel, a 
“brewers fayre” type restaurant, fast food outlet, 
fie1 station and parking. All on the site of the 
existing playing fields to the north of Woodneuk 
but not incorporating Johnston Farm. It is also 
included the proposal that the playing fields be 
relocated to the ground immediately adjacent to the 
Social Club. This Application would be included 
on the next list and also soon be advertised in the 
local paper. 
School Project: The Secretary advised that the 
necessary Application Forms for the Grant 
Application were in the process of being completed 
and would then be submitted. It was anticipated 
that the School PTA, thro Brenda McRae would 
also be making an application for additional 
assistance thro the recently announced Social 
Inclusion Grant Funding scheme. 
Area Committee Meeting - Jan 24: it was noted 
that the next meeting was scheduled to be held on 
Jan 24 at Kilsyth, the topic being Budget 
Consultation. The Secretary committed to attend. 
Coatbridge Federation of Tenants & Residents 
Associations: it was noted that an invitation to 
attend a meeting on Jan 26 had been received. 
There was no interest in attending. 
Co-opted Member: Jim Diamond proposed and 
Senga McAloney seconded that Cathy Russell, in 
attendance, be co-opted as a Member. The proposal 
was carried unanimously. 

Date of Next Meeting: Monday February 4,2002 



Gartcosh Community Council 
Minutes of Meeting held on February 4,2002 

Present: Jim Waddell, Bryan Johnston, David 
Black, James Diamond, George Greechan, Cathy 
Russell 
In Attendance: Brenda McRae, Rita Laing, Robert 
Denning, Anne Denning, Ann Radcliffe, Maxine 
Dingwall, Sgt Paul Harvey, Elaine Smith MSP 
Apologies: Pauline Campbell, Jacqueline 
Greechan, Billy Dewar, Senga McAloney, Cllr Joe 
Shaw 

Chairman’s Opening: The Chair welcomed 
everyone to the meeting, including our guests, Sgt 
Paul Harvey & Elaine Smith MSP. It was agreed 
that they should make their Presentation in advance 
of other business. 

Police Report - Sgt Harvey reported that since the 
last meeting there had been 9 reported crimes of 
which 3 had been detected. Two were Road Traffic, 
two vandalism, three thefts, one attempted theft and 
one breach of the peace. In one of the cases of 
vandalism it was explained that the recently formed 
NLC Anti Social Taskforce had become involved. 
Elaine Smith asked Sgt Harvey to explain further 
the workings of the Taskforce. David Black 
advised that a crime, which he had reported, was 
not included in the summary. Jim Diamond 
suggested that the damaged bollard / fence between 
Whitehill Terrace and the M73 was an urgent road 
safety issue. Bryan Johnston asked if the burnt out 
car that had lain on the golf course ground had 
previously been reported. Sgt Harvey committed to 
report back on these issues. 

Report by Elaine Smith MSP - Gartcosh Railway 
Station & Business Park, its location, lack of 
progress and future timetable. Firstly, the Chair 
was thanked for the invitation to attend the 
meeting, it was some twelve months from a 
previous visit and this was therefore a useful 
conjoint. As everybody was already well aware and 
as the most recent letter from the Director of 
Planning (dated December 12 and which had been 
discussed at the previous meeting) made quite 
clear, the timetable for the opening had slipped. 
The reasons for this were many and varied in 
complexity. For example, recent rail crashes had 
caused, amongst other things, huge changes in the 
working procedures associated with signalling. 
This in particular and coupled with the commercial 
collapse of Railtrack had especially aggravated the 
situation. At the other end of the scale, the 

acquisition of a particular strip of land in the village 
was also giving aggravation. Nonetheless, what 
was clear was that these delays were as frustrating 
to NLC as they were to the people of Gartcosh. 
Elaine Smith assured everyone that she, NLC, 
Scottish Enterprise, Cllr Joe Shaw, Tom Clarke and 
many others were doing all that they could to 
hasten this project along. Dialogue was the way 
forward. Presently she was awaiting a response 
from the appropriate Scottish Executive Minister, 
Wendy Alexander. Her intervention would 
hopefully help bring together all of the involved 
parties around a table, in probably a number of 
meetings not just one. Previously, SE had indicated 
that they would wish the Station to be operational 
before proceeding with the Business Park, in view 
of the delays this idea might be reconsidered. So far 
as the location of the Station was concerned, this 
was already well documented as the preferred 
location in a consultative report. 
On a separate matter, Elaine Smith reported she 
was still pursuing a replacement Post Office facility 
for the village. She conceded that a dedicated Post 
Office was very unlikely to be established but that 
there was a greater possibility if it could be 
consolidated with another business. The Chair 
thanked Elaine Smith for her interest and assistance 
in the matter. David Black took the opportunity to 
remind Elaine Smith that a question from her 
previous visit remained unanswered, “how many 
other villages in the country were split in two by a 
motorway”. 

Adoption of Previous Minutes: Proposed by 
Brenda McRae and Seconded by Jim Waddell. 

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes: 
Recycling Project - it was noted that it had now 
commenced. From general comments it would 
appear that many people were experiencing their 
Blue Bin filling up very quickly compared to their 
Black Bin. 
Neighbourhood Watch Flyer: David Black reported 
that very little interest had been shown and 
accordingly it was agreed that the matter should be 
abandoned for the moment. 
Roads: It was noted that the new 30mph signs had 
not yet been erected. The Secretary reported that he 
had been in contact with the Roads Department the 
previous week and had anticipated receiving an 
updated report from them for the meeting but it had 
not arrived. (Note: it was later discovered that an e- 



mail was in fact sent by NLC a few hours before 
the meeting advising that the contractor was 
slightly behind schedule and the work would start 
within the next week). In general discussion it was 
agreed that there were many concerns about traffic 
within the village. The Secretary advised that, as 
part of the Railway Station Project and as 
previously reported, there were a couple of Traffic 
Reports being prepared by external consultants. It 
was agreed that since other areas within North 
Lanarkshire were instigating “20 is Plenty” zones, 
we should now also do so. The Secretary was 
instructed to contact Cllr Joe Shaw. 
Noise: it was noted that the acoustic curtain around 
the small dividing door had now been installed. 
However, there were still concerns about the level 
of noise being generated and it was agreed that 
alternate locations should be identified for 
consideration later in the year. 
Jubilee Celebration - The Secretary advised that 
Community Services had now confirmed the day 
let of the Hall in the sum of &198. Both the School 
and the Church had expressed a willingness to 
organise an Event but we now required f r m  
commitment from others to assist. The Chair 
requested such commitment but only Brenda 
McRae agreed to assist. In view of this and the 
likely total costs, which would be incurred, it was 
agreed to cancel the proposal. 
Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of the 
Treasurer there was no report. 
Other Business: 
Planning - it was noted that the Planning Lists for 

the period had been received. Only one referred to 
the village, a proposed development by the Social 
Club on the existing football ground to build an 
hotel, fast food outlet, restaurant & filling station. 
As a “gain” to the village it was proposed that other 
ground immediately beside the Social Club be 
dedicated to a formal recreation ground. Planning 
permission for housing had previously been granted 
on this piece of ground. Discussion was generated 
on the perceived advantages and disadvantages of 
such a facility. The Secretary advised the likely 
protracted timescale of the application and it was 
questioned whether an immediate decision had to 
be taken. 
Eventually, it was proposed by Jim Diamond and 
seconded by David Black that the Community 
Council object to the proposed development on the 
grounds that it would be a bad neighbour, create 
additional noise and traffic and that there was 
insufficient planning gain. 
Of the Members, Bryan Johnston abstained fiom 
voting due to insufficient information at this time, 
George Greechan voted against and all others were 

in favour. There was also a clear majority in favour 
of the proposal from those in attendance. 
School Project: The Secretary advised that the 
necessary Application Forms for the Grant 
Application had now been submitted. Cllr Joe 
Shaw had kindly agreed to support the Application. 
Brenda McRae had also submitted a supplementary 
application to the Social Inclusion Grant Funding 
scheme on behalf of the PTA. 
Area Committee Meeting - The Secretary reported 
That it had been agreed that to convene a Youth 
Conference later in the year to establish the needs 
and aspirations of young people in the area. Both 
the school and the Boys Brigade had already been 
advised by him.. . 
NLC First Stop Shops - This project, first reported 
on last year, was now up and running. A supply of 
leaflets had been received and given to the local 
shop for distribution. The Secretary explained how 
the Fist Shop would work, what information could 
be obtain from it and what business might be done 
from it. However, it was noted that the nearest 
facility was either Moodiesburn or Cumbernauld. It 
was agreed that neither were particularly 
convenient especially if dependent on public 
transport. It was agreed that the Secretary should 
explore with Cllr Joe Shaw the idea of a part-time 
mobile First Shop facility being established within 
the village. 
Cuinbernauld Crime Prevention Panel - a request 
to contribute &10 towards a competition involving 
local primary schools was considered. Since our 
local school was not participating it was agreed that 
we should not contribute. 

Date of Next Meeting: Monday March 4,2002 


