
Gartcosh Community Council 
Minutes of the Meeting 

held on Monday September 2,2002 

Present: Jirn Waddell, Bryan Johnston, Billy 
Dewar, Cathy Russell, David Black, George 
Greechan, Senga Macaloney 

In Attendance: Rita Laing, A Radcliffe, Robert 
Denning, S Morris, M Morris, A Prevot, A Cairns, 
J McAteer & PS Paul Harvey 

Apologies: Cllr Joe Shaw, Pauline Campbell & Jini 
Diamond 

Chairman’s Opening: The Chair thanked 
everyone foe coming along to the meeting. It was 
agreed that Sgt Harvey should present the Police 
Report in front of other business. 

Adoption of Previous Minutes: Proposed by Billy 
Dewar and Seconded by Cathy Russell 

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes: 
(a) Roadside Services -the Secretary reported 

that a Decision Letter had been received 
from NLC and the main points were given 
to the meeting. A copy of the Scottish 
Executive Guidelines on the sitting of 
Motorway Services was presented from 
the floor to the Chair. It was pointed out 
that the decision reached by both NLC and 
the Scottish Executive was in apparent 
breach of at least one and perhaps more of 
the guidelines. The Chair agreed to write 
and seek an explanation. 

(b) Railway Station - the Secretary reported 
that a copy of the Plans for the Railway 
Station had been received. There were in 
fact two slightly different plans. The basic 
difference revolved around the strip of 
land presently subject to a CPO and how 
Disabled Access would be created. NLC 
were confident that an early decision 
would be taken and that work would 
commence immediately thereafter. 

(c) Only the Secretary was able to attend the 
Westerwood A80 Consultation Meeting 
on August 2 1. It was reported as being 
quite a lively meeting with the general 
body being totally opposed to the 
preferred option of upgrading the existing 
A80 to full motorway. They wanted an 
option. The Secretary advised that a 
number of presentations on the proposed 
upgrade were to be made during the month 
of September and strongly urged all local 
people to attend. The A80 being upgraded 
to Motorway would undoubtedly have a 
very significant impact on our village with 
traffic diverting during the years of 
construction. 

(d) The Secretary reported on the partially 
completed flats at Lochend Road / 
Woodneuk Road. The fact that they were 
only partially completed, apparently 
abandoned and certainly being vandalised 
was not really an NLC Planning issue - 
the applicant had 5 years to complete from 
date of starting. The original applicant was 
the f r m  of Hanley & Storrie and from 
information gathered they had not “gone 
bust” but had certainly ceased trading. 
Indeed their former car sales yard in 
Mount Vernon was now the site of a 
development of flats. One of the directors 
of the company had reported that they had 
sold the development to a third party 
approx 1 year ago. Exactly who was as yet 
unknown. 

Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of the 
Treasurer there was no report. 

Police Report -. 
Sgt Harvey presented the report for the previous 
month, a copy attached. In summary there were 8 
reported crimes of which 7 had been detected. In 
general a very low level of relatively minor crime. 
However, one incident was not. During an 
argument what later transpired to be a replica 
fireann was produced. This correctly resulted in 10 
fully armed policemen being involved during a 
lengthy containment period. As a result of their 
training and professionalism the matter was 
eventually defused without shots being fired. 
Operation Alco Stop - targeting street drinkers, 
was having a dramatic effect in decreasing violent 
acts throughout the whole area. It was suggested to 
Sgt Harvey that the speed of traffic on the A752 
and Johnston Road should continue to be 
monitored 

Other Business: 
Planning - A general information letter had been 

received from 0 2  with regard to the impending 
new Police Airwave Service. Over the next few 
years this may require some additional masts in the 
area. It was noted that the Planning Lists for the 
period August 5 - 26 had been received and certain 
referred to the village: 

(a) a 17.5M mast at Avenuehead Farm 
(b) formal consent for a garage at 72 Lochend 

Road 
(c) a proposed development of 39 flats on the 

site of Gartcosh Farm together with 12 
houses in the field immediately to the 
north of the farmhouse. The Secretary 
presented copy plans. They showed that 
the proposed flats were of 3-storey 



construction and situated at one of the 
highest point of the village, the site of the 
existing farmhouse & outbuildings. The 
12 houses, in the field across the road to 
the north of the farmhouse, were shown as 
being of 2-storey construction and would 
overshadow some existing, single storey 
bungalows. In view of this it was agreed 
that the proposed development was 
completely out of character for the village. 
It was proposed by Cathy Russell and 
seconded by David Black and agreed by 
all that the Chair should write accordingly 
to NLC. 

Papers received 
(a) NLC Children's Panel Members 

Recruitment Drive. 
(b) Chryston School Bus. A number of 

concerned parents had contacted the 
Community Council with regard to the 
revised contract awarded to Lafferty 
Coaches from August 2002. Instead of 
providing a dedicated Contract Bus they 
had tendered, and the contract had been 
awarded by SPT on behalf of NLC 
Education, on the basis of the children 
using a Service Bus. A consequence being 
that the children would not be taken into 
nor uplifted from the school grounds but 
from street bus stops. In the afternoon the 
closest service bus was scheduled to 
depart from underneath the AS0 Flyover at 
15.39, which with children being 
dismissed at 15.3 5 was unreasonably 
difficult to catch. The Secretary confirmed 
that, in anticipation, the matter had been 
discussed with NLC Education. The 
matter was not felt to be satisfactory but 
this was the basis of the commercial 
tender. There was a further condition that 
the 15.39 bus would require to wait, if 
necessary, the stop until 15.45. It was 
stressed that the situation was being 
monitored by SPT Inspectors and that 
should the bus leave earlier than 15.45 
then the official complaints route should 
be followed - that is reported to the school 
for them to lodge a complaint forin to 
SPT. The general body of the meeting 
agreed that the situation was not 
satisfactory and that the Chairman should 
write to Cllr Joe Shaw and seek a full 
explanation. 

Other mnttem: 
(a) A letter was presented from 3 local 

primary school children requesting that the 
Council give consideration to the 
provision of a skateboard park. The 
Secretary agreed to pass the letter to NLC. 

(b) It was pointed out that the NLC policy of 
not collecting grass cuttings was causing a 

problem, in particular, so far as the 
grassed area in Mowbray Ave towards the 
A752 Roundabout. The grass cuttings 
were being blown onto the pavement and 
roadway making both especially slippy. It 
was agreed that David Black should 
contact NLC. 

Date of Next Meeting: Mondav October 7,2002 


