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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report is to update the Area Committee on the development of Cumbernauld Town Centre. 

MAIN REPORT 

Prior to any development taking place in The Town Centre the appropriate planning permissions 
have to be in place and the necessary road and footpath closure/diversion orders have to be 
approved. In addition, the developer has to have secured the interest of a sufficient number of 
occupiers to allow the development to be financed, and therefore proceed. 

Planning permission was granted by the Council in May 1998 for a new shopping mall together with 
restaurants and cafe facilities. The mall was to provide 250,000 square feet of retail floor space, 
contained in approximately 30 new shop units plus an anchor store. As the proposals required the 
closure of Central Way and Tryst Road, Road Closure Orders had to be promoted by the Council 
and this took place in June 1998. These were the subject of objections from local residents & 
community groups, neighbouring businesses, including the owners of Phase 4, and 2 members of 
the Council. 

A footpath diversion order was also required as the scheme was to be built across the 24 hour route 
running through the existing Phase 112 building. This diverted the Right of Way through a different 
part of the Phasel/2 building. This order was also promoted in June 1998 and was the subject of 
objections from the owners of Phase 112, St. Mungo’s Church and a local resident. 

Because objections were submitted to both Orders a Public Inquiry was required. This was held in 
AugusVSeptember 1999. The participants at the Inquiry were NLC, London & Regional, Phase 1/2, 
Seafar & Ravenswood Community Council, Cllr. G. Murray & former Cllr. V. Murray. The decision 
was not delegated to the Reporter and was to be made by the Scottish Ministers. 

The Inquiry decision was announced in July 2000. The Ministers confirmed both the Order for the 
closure of Central Way and Tryst Road, plus the Order for the closure and diversion of the two 
pedestrian routes through the Town Centre. The Ministers’ decision on the latter Order, however, 
was appealed to the Court of Session by the owners of Phase 112. The appeal was not heard by the 
Court of Session until December 2001 with the matter being resolved in March 2002. 

During this period the developer had been actively seeking to identify potential occupiers for the 
development. By the end of 2000 it had become apparent to them that the best method both of 
securing the development and making it attractive to other potential occupiers would be to provide a 
single large retail unit at the west end of the scheme. Tesco stores decided to pursue this aspect of 
the scheme. 

In March 2001 Tesco submitted an application for an 86,000 square foot superstore. In June 2001 
planning permission was granted for the development. As this was a new planning permission the 
developer and the Council were told, by their legal advisers, that fresh orders would be required for 
the necessary road and footpath closures. The Orders were promoted in September 2001 These 
Orders were again the subject of objections by the owners of the existing Town Centre malls. 
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Once again, as objections were submitted to both Orders a Public Inquiry was required. This was 
held in August 2002. Prior to the inquiry all objections to the Orders relating to the footpaths were 
withdrawn. This left only the objections to the road closure order lodged by the owners of Phase 4 to 
be considered at the Inquiry. 

CURRENT POSITION 

The Scottish Ministers confirmed on 22nd November 2002 that the Road Closure Order can now 
proceed. The planning consents and closure orders necessary to allow the Tesco scheme to 
proceed are therefore now in place. It will be for Tesco to decide when they consider it appropriate 
to make a start on site. This will depend on commercial/financial considerations that the company 
has to take into account. They had previously indicated they would seek to be on site in the Spring 
or Summer of 2003. The later development of the mall will depend on the progress made by Tesco, 
but London & Regional are currently taking forward work on their revised plans for the mall, in light of 
the recent decision on the Orders. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Committee agrees to note the progress made with Cumbernauld Town Centre despite legal 
obstacles. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Gordon 
Cameron Team Leader on 01236 616471. 


