
REPORT 

To: NORTH AREA COMMITTEE Subject: 

Date: 28 November 2002 

Purpose of Report 

Ref: IGL 

1. This report updates Committee on the position regarding the A80/M80 proposals in the 
Cumbernauld area 

Current Position 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

In the letter calling for this special meeting of the Committee, reference is made to two 
options for the A80/M80 in the Cumbernauld area. It should be stressed straightaway that 
there is currently only one option for the upgrading of the A80 trunk route. This has been 
the position since the Scottish Executive announced the outcome of the Strategic Roads 
Review on 4 November 1999 when it was indicated the Scottish Ministers had made a 
decision in favour of the A80 on-line upgrade. The situation regarding the A80 upgrade was 
reaffirmed when the Scottish Ministers announced on 7 April 2000 that a team of 
consultants was to be appointed to carry out what was referred to as the Central Scotland 
Transport Corridor Studies (CSTCS). 

Prior to the November 1999 decision regarding the upgrading of the A80 route, there were 
two options under consideration by the Executive and the Council had indicated its 
preference for the Kelvin Valley option. The Executive were reminded of this at the outset 
of the CSTC Studies and at various times after this at meetings and in correspondence. 
The Executive and the Scottish Ministers for their part have been consistent in stating that 
the Kelvin Valley route is no longer an option. 

The Council has been involved in the development of these studies since the beginning 
and in various ways. Firstly all members were invited to take part in three special meetings 
which were arranged with the Executive and their consultants. These took place at the 
outset of the studies (meeting on 5 July 2001), part of the way through the process 
(meeting on 15 January 2002) and at the end to hear and discuss the final 
recommendations (meeting on 18 July 2002). Reports were also presented to the Council's 
Planning and Environment Committee for discussion at key stages - most recently to the 
meeting on 14 August 2002 - and the Council was represented at senior officer level on the 
Steering Group which was set up by the Executive to ensure that the study remained on 
course at all times. 

The current position is that the consultants have made a series of recommendations to the 
Executive. The recommendations involve a package of measures involving not just an 
upgrade of the A80 but also a number of measures to improve public transport by both bus 
and rail. Some of these measures are seen as being capable of being implemented in the 
short term (by say 2005) and some are seen as longer term (2010). 

C:\TEMP\281102 North - A80M80 position statement.doc 



6. It is essential in the interests of Scotland and North Lanarkshire that there that there be 
early investment in road and rail infrastructure in the A80 corridor in terms of reducing 
delays to traffic, improving road safety and promoting further economic regeneration. With 
this is mind it is worth noting that in the recent comprehensive spending review, the 
Executive have reaffirmed their commitment to the upgrading of the A80 route. 

7. Meanwhile, the Executive have also awarded funding to Strathclyde Passenger Transport 
for a substantial increase in the amount of park and ride at Croy plus the provision of bus 
feeder services. Consultants are also working on the previously promised interim upgrade 
of the Auchenkilns junction and work is anticipated to begin on construction next year. 
Members will be aware that there were recent public exhibitions of the proposals. 

8. As notified to and agreed by the Planning and Environment Committee on 18 July, the 
Council submitted a bid for funding for the construction of a new 300 space park and ride 
car park to the south of Greenfaulds station in Cumbernauld. With the announcing of an 
award of f l .07m for this project on 14 November 2002, this is a success story for the 
Council and means that the potential of Greenfaulds station, which is one of the most 
accessible stations in North Lanarkshire from the point of view of disabled people, should 
now be realised. The facility will be accessed by a new road extending from a new at-grade 
roundabout on the A73 in the west to Lenziemill Road in the east. As well as encouraging 
the use of train services, the proposal will provide much improved access to Cumbernauld 
from the south and capitalises on the benefits of the proposed grade separated junction at 
Auchenkilns. Meanwhile Falkirk Council, supported by North Lanarkshire Council, were 
also successful in their bid for f400,OOO funding of a detailed study into the upgrading of 
the Falkirk to Cumbernauld rail line. 

Recommendations 

9. Committee are asked to note the current situation regarding the development of transport 
proposals in the A80 corridor which is that:- 

e There is only one road option being considered by the Scottish Executive - the on 
line upgrade of the A80 

0 The Executive have commissioned work on the upgrade of the Auchenkilns junction 

e Other major work is in hand on the upgrade of two key stations and train services in 
the Cumbernauld area 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Contact for further information:- Grahame Lawson (01236 616202) 
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