
SPECIAL NORTH AREA - 28 November 2002 

Cumbernauld, 28 November 2002 at 11 am. 

A Special Meeting of the NORTH AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Jones, Convener; Councillors Chadha, Glavin, Griffin, Hogg, Homer, Irvine, McCallum, McCulloch, 
McElroy, G. Murray and M. Murray. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Jones (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Officer; Head of Planning and Roads; Head of Legal Services; Community Centres 
Manager; Cleansing Services Manager; Grounds Maintenance Manager (North Area); Senior Policy Planning 
Officer; Education Officer, and Area Housing Manager (Kilsyth). 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr. J. Hunt, Kilsyth and Villages Community Forum, and Mr. S. McCrae, Cumbernauld Community Forum. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Barrie, Grant and Gray. 

A80lM80 

1. The Convener advised that, in terms of Standing Order 54, a letter signed by one quarter of the 
Members of this Committee had requested consideration be given to a report on the options for the 
A80/M80 in the Cumbernauld area. 

The Committee then considered a report (tabled) (docketed) dated 28 November 2002 by the 
Director of Planning and Environment updating Members on the position regarding the A80/M80 
proposals in the Cumbernauld area. 

The Area Committee then heard the Head of Planning and Roads further in this matter, after which he 
responded to various questions from Members. 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor Homer, moved that the Area Committee, in recognising 
that the Council’s position, until this year, was that Cumbernauld should be by-passed by a route 
through the Kelvin Valley, recommends that the Planning and Environment Committee reconsider its 
previous decision regarding the upgrading of the A80 and gives consideration to the carrying out of 
the upgrading works offline with the A80 being retained as a relief road. 

Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Griffin, moved, as an amendment, that the report be noted. 

On a vote being taken, 6 Members voted for the amendment and 6 Members voted for the motion. 
The voting being equal, the Convener, in terms of Standing Order 32, exercised her casting vote in 
favour of the amendment, which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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CUMBERNAULD TOWN CENTRE 

2. The Convener advised that, in terms of Standing Order 54, a letter signed by one quarter of the 
Members of this Committee had requested consideration be given to a report on the Town Centre. 

There was then submitted a report (tabled) (docketed) dated 28 November 2002 by the Director of 
Planning and Environment updating Members on the current position regarding the development of 
Cumbernauld Town Centre, and advising that the Scottish Ministers had confirmed that the proposed 
closure of Tryst Road could proceed which would allow works in connection with the Tesco scheme to 
take place. 

The Head of Planning and Roads and Head of Legal Services were heard further in this matter, 
following which they responded to various questions from Members. 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor Glavin, moved that the report be rejected as it is totally 
unacceptable as the original proposals have now been downscaled, and that a further report detailing 
precisely all steps taken to date and proposed to be taken in connection with Cumbernauld Town 
Centre be placed before a future meeting of the Area Committee. 

Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Hogg, moved, as an amendment, that the report be noted, 
and that the welcome news that Tesco are able to commence work on site, be also noted. 

On a vote being taken, 6 Members voted for the amendment and 6 Members voted for the motion. 
The voting being equal, the Convener, in terms of Standing Order 32, exercised her casting vote in 
favour of the amendment, which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that the report be noted, and 

(2) that the welcome news that Tesco can start work on the Town Centre in the near future, be 
also noted. 

HEALTH CARE PROVISION IN CUMBERNAULD 

3. The Convener advised that, in terms of Standing Order 54, a letter signed by one quarter of the 
Members of this Committee had requested consideration be given to a report, if available, on what the 
Lanarkshire Health Board proposes with regard to medical services to the people of Cumbernauld 

The Convener then (1) referred to a letter recently received on behalf of the Director of Planning and 
Information of Lanarkshire Health Board, indicating that he was unable to prepare a report at such 
short notice on the provision of medical services in the Cumbernauld area, and (2) advised the 
Committee that the Director of Planning and Information had also indicated that if further details were 
provided as to exactly what areas of the service Members felt were inadequate, he would prepare a 
report and deliver a presentation to a future meeting of the Area Committee. 

The Convener thereafter proposed that Members submit a letter to the Director of Administration 
specifying the areas which they wished the Chief Executive of the Health Board to comment on at a 
future meeting of the Area Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that any Member wishing to provide specific details of deficiencies in health provision within 
the Cumbernauld area, for consideration by Lanarkshire Health Board, write to the Director of 
Administration accordingly, and 
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(2) that the Chief Executive of Lanarkshire Health Board be subsequently invited to prepare a 
report and provide a presentation on health provision in the Cumbernauld area at a future 
meeting of the Area Committee. 

PROVISION OF NURSERY EDUCATION 

4. The Convener advised that, in terms of Standing Order 54, a letter signed by one quarter of the 
Members of this Committee had requested consideration be given to a report on Education 
Departmental proposals on nursery education. 

The Area Committee then heard the Education Officer advise orally (1) on the expansion of free 
nursery places for children aged 3 or over in North Lanarkshire; (2) that there are currently no children 
of that age in the North Lanarkshire area without a nursery place; (3) that before any new provision is 
developed, an option appraisal exercise must be conducted to take account of (a) need in the area; 
(b) the impact of new provision on existing partner providers; (c) the potential impact of new provision 
on existing Local Authority providers, and (d) Best Value for money, and (4) on statistics relative to 
nursery provision in the North area. 

The Education Officer then responded to various questions raised by Members. 

Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Griffin, moved (1) that it be noted that there were more 
nursery places available in Cumbernauld than there had been for a long time; (2) that the contribution 
of partner nurseries, who should be commended, be also noted, and (3) that the terms of the 
Education Officer's oral report be noted. 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor Irvine, moved, as an amendment, that the report be not 
accepted as it did not address the main issue of unacceptable adequate provision of nursery places 
by North Lanarkshire Council in many areas, and also that no mention was made of plans for North 
Lanarkshire Council nursery education facility in vast parts of Cumbernauld. 

On a vote being taken, 6 Members voted for the amendment and 6 Members voted for the motion. 
The voting being equal, the Convener, in terms of Standing Order 32, exercised her casting vote in 
favour of the motion, which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that there were more nursery places in Cumbernauld than there have been for 
a long time; 

(2) that the contribution of partner nurseries, who should be commended, be noted, and 

(3) that the terms of the Education Officer's oral report be noted. 

SPECIAL UPLIFT SERVICE 

5. The Convener advised that, in terms of Standing Order 54, a letter signed by one quarter of the 
Members of this Committee had requested consideration be given to Cleansing Departmental 
proposals for uplifting goods in specific areas on a nominated day of the week. 

The Committee then heard the Cleansing Services Manager who orally (1) provided details on the 
publication of Audit Commission special uplift league tables, in which North Lanarkshire Council were 
considered the best performing Council in Scotland in relation to the number of Special Uplifts 
undertaken annually; (2) outlined the methods of operation of the service, and provided comparisons 
between the service provided by North Lanarkshire Council and other Authorities, and (3) indicated 
that 7,000 flatted homes within the Cumbernauld area had already been identified as having special 
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uplift needs due to the type of properties and that tenants etc. requesting a special uplift from one of 
these properties were currently being advised that their uplifts would be undertaken on a Wednesday. 

Decided: 

(1) that a report on the Wednesday collection day for 7,000 flatted homes within Cumbernauld by 
the Special Uplifts Service be submitted to a future meeting of the Community Services 
Committee for its information: 

(2) that the Director of Community Services give consideration to widely publicising this 
arrangement, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

The Convener being of the opinion that the following item of business was relevant, competent and 
urgent authorised its consideration to allow Members to be advised of the date for the official opening 
of the Cumbernauld First Stop Shop. 

FIRST STOP SHOP IN CUMBERNAULD 

6. The Committee heard the Area Housing Manager (Kilsyth) in respect of the First Stop Shop which 
recently opened in Cumbernauld, and advised that the official opening of the facility would take place 
on 16 December 2002. 

The Area Housing Manager also advised that the f10 Christmas Gift Scheme for pensioners would 
also operate from the First Stop Shop, commencing from 30 November 2002. 

Decided: that the position be noted 
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