
To: NORTH AREA COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

Subject: KILSYTH AND VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY FORUM 

Date: 30OCTOBER2003 1 Ref: BP/MF I 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minute of the Kilsyth and Villages Community 
Forum meeting to the Area Committee. The minute of 6 October 2003 is attached as 
Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Area Committee is requested to note the minute of the meeting held by the Kilsyth and 
Villages Community Forum. 
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KILSYTH & VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY FORUM 

6th OCTOBER 2003 

PRESENT 

Harry Marron 
Vicky Palethorpe 
James Hunt 
Fiona McFarlane 
Ena Fleming 
May Breton 
Kathleen Livingstone 
Jim McPake 
Maureen Hendry 
Councillor Jean Jones 
John McColl 
Sandra Wilson 

N.L.C. Community Services 
Kilsyth Community Council 
Croy Community Council 
Kilsyth District Guides 
Kilsyth Senior Citizens 
Garrell Lunch Club 
Croy Senior Citizens 
N.L.C. Planning & Environment 
N.L.C.C.V.S. 
N.L.C. 
Croy Community Council 
Minute Secretary 

The chairman opened the meeting by commending the Cottage Hospital centenary 
service. He also expressed his appreciation of staff members present and past who 
contributed to the success of the evening. 

APOLOGIES 

Lilly Small 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Approved by Mr Hunt and seconded by Ms McFarlane. 

MATTERS ARISING 

Mr Hunt confirmed that he had written to N.L. Planning Dept. on behalf of the forum, 
supporting Lidl’s planning application. 
Ms Palethorpe confirmed that the E75 fee has been refunded. 

The chairman introduced Ms Hendry who is co-ordinator with the C.V.S. and Mr 
McPake who is the Advice Centre Manager based in Cumbernauld. 
Ms Hendry went on to give us some personal background as well as information 
about her organisation. The C.V.S. have had a good record for helping various 
groups raise funds, &300,000 had been raised recently in this area. A weekly surgery 
is held in the Garrell Vale Centre at present and Ms Hendry expressed the hope that 
special surgeries or road shows could be held in Kilsyth and the villages surrounding. 
The C.V.S. works in partnership with Community Services and with various agencies 
to provide road shows. 



Mr McPake told us that unfortunately in the past the service did not have a very good 
reputation but the department has now been restructured and the staff enlarged, they 
now have the outlook of “wanting to help”. The centre specialises in Debt Services 
and Fair Trading Services. On the debt service they can provide advocacy but do not 
have a debt councillor, this service can be found with the Citizens Advice Bureau. 
If the centre were unable to help for any reason the client would then be passed on to 
the appropriate service. 
Mr McPake was disappointed that very few people out with Cumbernauld actually 
used the service. The office is situated in the banking section of the Town Centre and 
is called The Consumer Advice Centre. 
Mr McPake recognised the fact that people in Kilsyth did not know that it was there 
and was hoping to place leaflets in appropriate places. 
It was felt that road shows might be beneficial as different areas of help would be 
available, or a one-off session could be arranged. This could be a whole day or 
perhaps 1 pm to 7 pm, which ever was thought to be right for the area concerned. 
Road shows take some time to organise but are usually very worthwhile. Surgeries 
using the two agencies can be organised probably within 6 weeks. 

Business cards were distributed and it was suggested that we take these back to our 
groups. 
The organisation at present has a pilot called “participate project” this is being 
delivered in schools by teachers and advice staff. It is hoped that it may become part 
of main stream education. Try to be pro-active as well as re-active. 

The chairman thanked Ms Hendry and Mr McPake for coming. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

At the 30-10-2003 the balance was E260.59~. 
It was suggested that the treasurer send another statement to Ms Philliben. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

N.L.C. acknowledging receipt of letter of support for Lidl’s application. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The Local Community Plan. Mr Hunt stressed the Forum seriously look at this and 
put forward what we see as the priorities for this area. It was said that at the last 
meeting Kilsyth Main Street was a major issue and the council have announced major 
investment. It is hoped that what is put forward would be influential in the end 
product. Councillor Jones suggested that we ask Mr Watson and Councillor Chada to 
visit the Forum, suggested dates 27-10-2003 or 3-1 1-2003. Mr Marron will send 
details to members. 
The Forum would then organise an open meeting at a later date. 
Mr McPake would like to be advised of these dates also. 

‘ 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Monday 1 - 12-2003 at 7 pm in Old Library. 


