
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 
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To: NORTH AREA COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

Subject: CUMBERNAULD COMMUNITY 
FORUM 

Date: 5 NOVEMBER 2009 I Ref: BP/MF 1 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minute of the Cumbernauld Community Forum 
meeting to the Area Committee. The minute of 7 October 2003 is attached as Appendix 1 to 
this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Area Committee is requested to note the minute of the meeting held by the Cumbernauld 
Community Forum. 
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Cumbernauld Community Forum 

Meeting held on Tuesday 7 October 2003 

Stan Chard 
Richard Hobbs 
Lorna Norris 
John McCann 
Jean Brown 
Alex Machray 
Ken Brunton 
Betty Hughes 
Robert Towart 
Barbara Philliben 
George Lallaway 
Mary Kerr 
Stephen Grant 
S McLeod 
Robert Johnstone 
William Lees 
Barney Kinsler 
Councillor Gordon Murray 
Frances Murray 
Alan Sneddon 
Andrew Walker 
Rose Bowie 
lan Thom 
Drew 01 ive 
Hugh Gough 
Sam Mitchell 
Ramsay Kyle 
Stewart McCrae 
Jim Boulion 
Alice Homer 
Elizabeth Smith 
Jim Watson 
Councillor Bob Chadha 

Apoloaies 

Stewart Keighton 
Councillor Margaret Murray 
Chris Archibald 
AnnSneddon 
Brenda Murray 
Tom Marshall 
M McKenzie 
Jim Cowie 

Dullatur Community Council 
Kildrum Community Council 
Cumbernauld Primary School Board 
Carrickstone Community Council 
Craigmarloch Community Council 
Craigmarloch/DCCC 
Westerwood Community Council 
Abron h ill Com m un i ty Centre 
NLC, Department of Community Services 
NLC, Department of Community Services 
Village Community Council 
Cathie Craigie MSP 

Westfield Community Council 
Craigmarloch Community Council 
NLC/Cumbernauld Village Senior Citizens 
CHOA 
Condorrat Community Council 
Carbrain Tenants Association 
Carbrain Tenants Association 
Carbrain Tenants Association 
Carbrain Tenants Association 
Carbrain Tenants Association 
Condorrat Community Council 
Balloch/Eastfield Community Council 
Cumbernauld YMCANWCA 
Cumbernauld Historical Society 
Hillcrest Community Council 
Hill crest Community Council 
NLC, Planning & Environment 
NLC 

St Andrew Primary School Board 
NLC 
Cum bernau Id Village Com mu nity Council 
Condorrat Community Council 
Carbrain Tenants Association 
Kild rum Com m u ni ty Council 
Cumbernauld HP Tenants Forum 
Carbrain Tenants Association 
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Introduction / Backaround 

I n  opening the meeting SMcC outlined the background and history to the forum 
highlighting its purpose as a consultative body which would bring together the views 
of community and voluntary groups in /Cumbernauld. Additionally it serves to 
provide a vehicle for sharing information within the sector. Importantly the forum is 
clearly non political and that this had been viewed as an important aspect. 

The forum links to the area committee had been formalised with 2 representatives of 
the forum being members of the Area Committee. The current status of the forum 
being that it had suspended its operation due to limited numbers attending meeting. 

Pu reose / Benefit of Forum 

Prior to opening the meeting up for discussion Jim Watson Lead officer to the Area 
Committee advised of the arrangements for development of local community plans 
and in the importance of community involvement in that process to ensure that 
appropriate services are developed. 

In  discussion a large range of questions and points were raised and are summarised 
as follows. 

Whether Cumbernauld need a community forum given the establishment of the 
Association of Community Councils? It was noted that this new body whilst bringing 
together Community councils it did not encapsulate all community groups and 
voluntary organisations within Cumbernauld. Furthermore it was acknowledged that 
the geographical boundary of the Community Council Forum extended beyond that 
of the community forum. 

Whilst acknowledging the different background of each organisation it was 
suggested that their purposes were indeed similar and that attempts should be made 
to ensure that an organisational structure be developed which would accommodate 
the breadth of needs and issued. 

The frequency of area committee was raised as a matter of concern in that the 
length of time between meetings did little in engendered community interest and 
that this matter should be addressed. 

The matter of differing views within communities was raised and it was noted that 
the role of a community forum is represent views and issues for the whole/wider 
community/s and not to interfere in neighbourhood issues. 

Wav forward 

Cllr Chadha advised that the Council was considering expanding the functions of area 
committees to included matters of town centre development. He went to suggest 
that the need for a community forum structure has never been greater and urged 
the meeting to reach a consensus on the way forward. 
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Cllr Murray suggested that a structure which allowed community councils and other 
type of organisations to be represented should be developed to represent the views 
and interest of Cumbernauld residents to NLC. 

It was therefore agreed that a community forum should exist and that organisations 
represented a t  the meeting have an opportunity to further consider their position. 
Additionally copies of the existing community forum constitution to be circulated to 
enable organisations to consider any changes required to reflect their needs/views. 

It was further noted that the existing constitution already required amendment in 
light of organisational changes within NLC. 

Future Meetinas 

It was agreed that a further meeting would be held on Tuesday 11 November 2003 
a t  7.30pm in the Court Room, Bron Way, Cumbernauld. Details would be advertised 
in the press. I n  closing SMcC thanked all for their input. 
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