
Minutes for the 1 of April 2004 

1. ATTENDED BY, A MacBeath, M MacBeath, J Kelly, Jean Kelly, G Grier, G Hendry, G Ferguson, J Ferguson & T McKay. 
Invited guests, J Freebairn, Councillor G Murray, Mr Nobel ( Scottish ex ) Mr Watson ( NLC ) & Mr Gillies ( Babtie ) 

The meeting was opened with an apology for Cathy Craggy our MSP, who could not attend tonight’s meeting. All our committee 
and guests were formally welcomed to our meeting and thanked for coming along. 

John Freebairn gave a summary of the history of the plans for the M80 motorway which at that time included the Kelvin Valley as 
the favoured route for the new section of motoyay. John who is an ex roads engineer and who worked for Central region voiced 
his concerns about the section of road from Castlecary to Haggs. The splitting of the carriageway at the Castlecary viaduct could 
be a recipe for disaster given the right weather and traffic conditions. John also suggested that if the m80 was to be built through 
Castlecary, then the closing of the slip roads at Castlecary would have little impact on the motorway traffic, but a bit effect in 
malung Castlecary a quieter place to live. 

Our committee also suggested that our community would benefit greatly by the closing of the slip roads at Castlecary as this 
would keep traffic on the motorway and would avoid rat running during construction of the proposed motorway. Our committee 
also voiced our concerns about the need for road calming measures on Castlecary Road to help slow traffic down and also to help 
ensure pedestrian safety. 

Gordon Murray voiced his concerns about the lack of a proper motorway along this section of Central Scotland. If the A80 is 
upgraded then this would not solve the traffic congestion for the near to long term. The only option for a new motorway is the 
Kelvin Valley route. Gordon also pointed out, that if the A80 were upgraded to motorway status, then all non motorway traffic 
would have to use Castlecary road as a through road as there was no other alternative route. 

Our committee members voiced our concerns about the following, the new retail park at Castlecary which would bring more 
vehicles through Castlecary. Noise mitigation for Castlecary residents with regards to the proposed M80. Pollution levels during 
and after construction of the M80. 

Mr Watson gave a short statement on NLC’s role in the future building of the M80. Any plans for road building are talked over 
with his department and Mr Watson assured our community that Castlecary’s best interests are paramount. Mr Watson also spoke 
about the road calming at Croy and how effective it was. 

Mr Nobel said that he had come along to our meeting as part of a listening excersise, but he would comment on the points which 
were raised at the meeting. Mr Nobel said that part of the M80 scheme ( although not directly involved ) was the building of a 
train Station at Allandale which would take up to 1000 vehicles of the M80. A hard shoulder would also be built either side of the 
M80 and this would help speed up the traffic during accidents or breakdowns. There would also be a crawler lane from the 
Viaduct to Cumbernauld which would cater for slow moving lorries etc. Road calming measures on Castlecary Road would also 
be put in place as part of this project. Traffic would also be kept on the A80 during construction of the M80. The closing of the 
slip roads at Castlecary would also be looked at as part of this consultation. 

Mr Gillies representative from Babtie also gave a more technical response to our questions in particular, regarding road calming 
on Castlecary Road and the traffic management during construction of the M80. 

A brief debate then took place discussing all the points raised by Mr Nobel, Mr Watson & Mr Gillies ( representing ) The 
discussion was mannerly and in good spirit. 

Our Committee then gave a closing statement thanking all our invited guests for coming along to our meeting, and thanked our 
guests for taking the time to listen to our concerns. 

In response, Mr Nobel thanked our group for inviting them along as this meeting will help in the consultation ( listening ) process. 
Mr Nobel assured our group that all measures will be looked at including the closing of the Castlecary slip roads which our group 
feel will have the most impact on making our Village a safer place to live for all the residents of our community. 

TONIGHTS AGENDA, 28th of APRIL 2004 

Before our meeting there will be a Special meeting to discuss our Memorial Garden and how Watch us Grow ( local voluntary 
group ) can help further our plans for our garden. 
1. CORRISPONDANCE. 2. LAST MONTHS MEETING. 3. COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM. 4. JAG. 5. MOTORWAY 
6. MEMORIAL GARDEN. 7. COUNCIL GRANT. 8. AWG MEETING ( Meet the neighbours ) .9. TREASURERS REPORT. 
10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING. 11. AOB 

Thank You For Attending Our Meeting 
CCC Helping To Keep Our Village A Community 


