
To: NORTH AREA COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY 
SE RVI CES 

Date: 5 MAY 2004 I Ref: BP/MF 

1. PURPOSE 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: KILSYTH AND VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY FORUM 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minutes of the Kilsyth and Villages Community 
Forum meetings to the Area Committee. The minutes of 1 March 2004 and 5 April 2004 is 
attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Area Committee is requested to note the minutes of the meetings held by the Kilsyth and 
Villages Community Forum. 
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KILSYTH & VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY FORUM 

SPECIAL MEETING 
lSt MARCH 2004 

PRESENT 

Lily Small 
Carol Carter 
Paul Carter 
Aileen Fleming 
Margaret Frew 
Harry Marron 
Vicky Palethorpe 
May Breton 
Fiona McFarlane 
Ena Fleming 
James Hunt 
Sandra Wilson 
Mr J Watson 
Mr D Orminston 

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Chada 
Ms Montgomery 
Ms Livingstone 

Kilsyth Old People’s Welfare Committee 
Banton & Kelvinhead Community Council 
Canal Society 
Kilsyth Congregational Church 
Kilsyth Churches Working Together 
N.L.C. Community Services 
Kilsyth Community Council 
Garrell Lunch Club 
Kilsyth District Link Guider 
Kilsyth Senior Citizens 
Croy Community Council 
Minute Secretary 
N.L.C. 
N.L.C. 

N.L.C. 
St Patrick’s Justice & Peace Group 
Croy Senior Citizens 

Mr Hunt acted as chairperson in Mr Services absence. 

Mr Orminston distributed a handout to all members present. 
This gave information how existing plans will be streamlined, it also showed the areas 
involved. Mr Orminston went on to explain the proposals on the various sheets. 
He explained how planning worked through the council. 
The senior planning officer for this area is Mr Stuart McIssac & the team leader for 
the Local Plan is Mr David Jones. 

Mr McIssac will contact groups over the summer. The timescale is outlined on page 
5 & there is an independent outside adviser to oversee proceedings Mr Tim Birley. 
The work will be within the remit of the Structure Plan but the Structure Plan does not 
deal with smaller individual developments. The Local Plan will nail these down. 

It is hoped to keep this Plan updated on a yearly basis and it is also hoped to have 
public consultation. 
Printed handouts are available at the Library. 

Mr Carter distributed handouts asking that the Forum back this proposal to establish a 



new Country Park in the Kelvin Valley. 
The handout was very comprehensive and gave detailed information, outlining the 
possibilities that would draw together all the points of interest in the area and 
incorporating the woodland areas and the path networks. 
Mr Watson agreed that this was the kind of idea that was being looked for this was a 
good land use plan issue. He felt that this was appropriate and that Planning might 
look favourable on this. 

Discussion took place and everyone agreed that this was a very exciting proposal. 
Ms Palethorpe proposed and Ms Small seconded the plan that we as a Forum support 
this proposal for a Kelvin Valley Country Park. 
Ms Carter told the meeting that Banton and Kelvinhead Community Council has 
already agreed to support the plan. 

The initial recommendations for Local Plan should be in by the 3 1 st March 2004 but 
work will continue on it over the spring and the summer. 
Members were asked to keep looking at this and the Forum will keep this going over 
the next few meetings. 

Mr Watson and Mr Orminston were both thanked for coming along this evening. 

The meeting finished at 8.00 p.m. 



KILSYTH & VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY FORUM 

gfh APRIL 2004 

PRESENT 

Councillor Jones 
Cathy Craigie 
Jim Watson 
Ena Fleming 
Lily Small 
Fiona McFarlane 
Hugh Service 
Aileen Bisset 
Carol Carter 
Paul Carter 
Vicky Palethorpe 
.lames Hunt 
Sandra Wilson 

APOLOGIES 

Harry Marron 
Councillor Chada 

N.L.C. 
M.S.P. 
N.L.C. Area Committee 
Kilsyth Senior Citizens 
Kilsyth Old Peoples Welfare Committee 
Kilsyth District Link Guider 
Queenzieburn Community Council 
N.L.C. Community Services 
Banton & Kelvinhead Community Council 
Canal Society 
Kilsyth Community Council 
Croy Community Council 
Minute Secretary 

N.L.C. Community Services 
N.L.C. 

Maureen McConnachy is on holiday at present, report is to be passed on to Mr 
Marron and hopefully Forum members will have a copy before the next meeting. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Approved by Mr Carter and seconded by Mr Hunt. 

At this point Mr Service asked Ms Craigie our MSP for an update on the proposed 
M80. Ms Craigie explained some of the procedures and how the objection time had 
been extended over Christmas. After the Condorrat public exhibition there had been 
350 objectors and 3 statutory objections. It is almost certain a public inquiry will take 
place. This inquiry would look at the 3 phases at one time. 

It had been noted that only objection letters had been received and it was suggested 
that we write in support of this proposed upgrade. It was explained that when new 
publications are available they were looking for correspondence. 

A public local inquiry, probably in to spring / summer 2005. 
The Minister says he will defend the Scottish Executive’s position. 

The public local inquiry will be like a court of law, it will be advertised and the 
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Reporter will call for written statements. People will then be eligible to give 
evidence. It is not the reporter's remit to make recommendations. 

Discussion took place concerning these procedures and it was agreed that Ms Craigie 
would find out how supporters could reply to the objectors at this inquiry. 

Discussion took place concerning road works on the A80. Mr Watson explained that 
this had been because of exceptional circumstances and had not been a good decision. 
The contract for M80 would have 2 lanes at all times, reducing only occasionally over 
night there would also be weekly traffic meetings as are happening at Auchinkilns at 
present. 

Ms Craigie left the meeting at 8.10 p.m. 

MATTERS ARISING 

Councillor Jones explained that the Yellow Book study and others are available on the 
council website, but she would ask that information is made available. 
Letters of support for the Kelvinvalley Country Park were circulated asking for as 
much support as possible. It was suggested that a small sub-committee be set up and 
Mr Carter, Mr Hunt from the Forum, join up with Mr Kay from Kilsyth Community 
Council and Mr Jarvis from the Ramblers Association. 
This group would try and engage with other interested groups in the community. It 
was agreed that the Forum should cover expenses involved with stationery and 
postage. 

Litter - what happens in areas when private owners do not clean up? Councillor 
Jones explained that a one-off clean can be arranged if it is bad. 
Mr Watson explained that the Environmental Act says that everywhere should be 
cleaned. Statutory powers only if this becomes a public health issue. 

The burn at West Burnside Street - Mr Watson informed the Forum that the council 
has now taken over the maintenance of watercourses, responsibility for keeping them 
running clear. Any improvement would be down to the owners. 
This is a new duty taken over by council at the end of March. At present council have 
2 people working on this but it is hoped that more will be employed. 
The budget for flooding and watercourses has been increased by C65,OOO. 

The suggested date for the area but tour was Thursday 13fh May 2004. Local 
councillors, some council officers and some local people. The bus would leave the 
Garrell Vale at an agreed time, and that people should think about areas that need 
looking at in various areas. 
It was agreed that a small meeting be held on the 26th April 2004 to finalise 
arrangements. The venue will be either in the Garrell Vale or in Queenzieburn 
Community Centre. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

As at the 3 lSt March 2004 the balance is 

E260.8 1 p. 

A letter has been received from N.L.C. concerning the grant on the 18.3.2004. 
Ms. Palethorpe has returned the acceptance note. 

The meeting ended at 9.00 p.m. 
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