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NORTH AREA EDUCATION NEWSLETTER 

GOOD NEWS IN THE NORTH 

CURRICULUM DAY - STEPPING STONES NURSERY CENTRE, STEPPS 

On Thursday the 5‘h February a very successful curriculum day was held for parents and families. 
Parents had the opportunity to experience a range of activities such as making gloop, straw painting, music 
and story telling. This was an excellent way to inform parents of how the children learn through their play 
experiences and also find out about about the 3-5 Curriculum Framework. For parents with younger 
children, Elaine Dewar from Sure Start to presented a range of novel ideas. 
The whole day was a great success with very positive feedback from parents. 

One parent commented “I have had a very enjoyable morning as a working mother I feel I do not get 
enough quality time with my child so this was an excellent opportunity”. 

Well done to the staff for all their hard work! A future Grandparents Day is also planned. 

THE HELPING HAND - ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI, WESTFIELD 

In session 2002/03 the primary fives of St. Francis of Assisi, Westfield, Cumbernauld created a new type of 
ruler: ‘The Helping Hand’. This was their entry for the ‘Be an Inventor Challenge’ organised by the Glasgow 
Science Centre. The class carried out the challenge as an enterprise activity, and as regional winners they 
represented Lanarkshire at the national finals. Following this achievement, some of the children formed an 
after school business club. The name they chose was Six Star Co., their motto: A star above the rest. They 
have certainly lived up to this motto raising over f 150 for charity, so far, this session. The money was raised 
through baking healthy snacks, which were sold at the school tuck shop and by creating personalised mugs, 
which were sold at the school’s Christmas fayre. At present the children are raising awareness of and funds 
for SCIAF’s partnership scheme in Uganda through the publication of a school magazine. However, the 
Club also continues to search for help in getting their original invention, ‘The Helping Hand’, into production. 
They have continued to have queries about it from other educational establishments who wish to purchase it. 
So, if anyone can help with injection mouldings please get in touch. 

COMPETITION WINNER - ABRONHILL HIGH SCHOOL 

Congratulations to Adele Tombs of S3 on winning a competition organised by the Abronhill Regeneration 
Forum to help design a logo to be used on the organisation’s stationery. Adele has won a voucher for f20 
worth of goods from Argos. 

The competition attracted the interest of an S3 Graphic Communication class taken by Mr McGivern. Each 
participating student prepared one or more designs for the logo, bearing in mind the community base of the 
Forum and its aims. Adele’s winning design placed the 3 letters of the Forum’s abbreviated name (ARF) 
each in a small bubble. The finished product shows a tree, reflecting the street names in much of Abronhill, 
and is topped by the letters A, R and F according to Adele’s design. 

Adele is interested in all aspects of design: she studies art and design as well as graphic communication. 
She would like to work in the design or fashion world, and now, at 14 years old, has her first design prize 
already in her portfolio. Well done, Adele. 

BAIRD MEMORIAL’S NEW HOME 

Pupils and staff of BAIRD MEMORIAL PRIMARY SCHOOL are delighted to have moved into a brand new 
school. The original school was destroyed by fire in August 2000. The new school is semi-open plan with a 
glass walled library in the centre of the class bases. There is a large gym hall, separate dining hall, AN 
room and multipurpose room for classes to use for Circletime, Drama, and German etc. The reception is 
bright and airy with a large administration office, head teacher’s room and a medical room located nearby. 

Teachers can relax in the staffroom, which has a fully fitted kitchen including dishwasher. They only need to 
go next door to the separate resource room where all teaching materials are located. 

The Education Resource Service, along with parent helpers, have helped us to organize a beautiful library 
where all books are on a database and we have a checking in/out system. 



Community Education will occupy separate purpose built rooms within the building, as will the Cumbernauld 
A Network Support and Bilingual Teams. The Wynd/Baird Out of School Care group and our own Meadow 
Club Nursery are currently using the nursery space. 

The school enjoys up to the minute security with a computer-controlled door locking system, C.C.T.V. and 
roller shutters on each door and window. The school has been finished off to a very high standard, with 
beech wood doors and floors, spacious cloakrooms, carpets, and walls and partitions, which all coordinate 
wonderfully. 

It is an exciting time for all of us who work here and it is a pleasure to work in such a pleasant environment. 

SPORTING CHAMPIONS LAUNCH - CHRYSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

Chryston High School had the great honour of being selected to be the venue for the launch of a new 
national initiative by Sport Scotland called Sporting Champions. Sporting Champions uses sports stars and 
emerging talent to inspire and motivate young people. This is delivered through a programme of visits, 
messages of support and the Sporting Champions website (www.sDortinachamRions.orq.uk). The focus of 
the programme is to promote the principle of increased participation in sport, especially among young 
people. 

The Sporting Champions’ mission is to inspire and motivate young people to become and remain involved in 
sport as a lifelong activity. 

The involvement of the Sporting Champion can be through a range of activities such as: 
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Visits to primary, secondary and special schools 
Work with youth clubs, sports clubs and play schemes 
Speaking at school assemblies and to small groups of youngsters about their experiences of training 
and competition 
Coaching groups of young people 
Showing their cups, caps and medals 
Participating in question and answer sessions. 
Presentation of cups, certificates and badges 

The programme was launched by The Minister for Sport, Frank McAveety, MSP and gymnast, Steve FrevvA 
Commonwealth Games Gold medallist. The launch ceremony took place in the school on Thursday 30 
October. lan Robson, from Sport Scotland was also present. 

VISIT BY DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER, MR JIM WALLACE, M.S.P. - ST HELEN’S PS 

In December the Deputy First Minister, Mr Jim Wallace, M.S.P. visited the school to observe ‘Enterprise In 
Action’ and speak to pupils about their experience of Enterprise Education. The visit was a huge success 
enjoyed by Mr Wallace and the pupils themselves. 

One of the key successes of the programme has been that every child and staff member has been involved 
in some way and that everyone contributed to St Helen’s Primary School’s “Making A Difference Campaign.” 
The Fayre was a huge success with f1400 of goods being sold. Once expenses are deducted there will be 
a profit of of f 1000 and the pupils have agreed that this should be used to buy two concrete benches for the 
school playground to replace some of the five benches that were stolen earlier this year and use the 
remaining f300 to go to SCIAF and MlSSlO 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS - KILSYTH ACADEMY 

The Kilsyth Academy building at Balmalloch opened in session 1952-1 953 and the school is having a year of 
jubilee celebrations. 

In September a beach party day was organised and every pupil was given a packed lunch and enjoyed a 
1952 seaside resort recreated in the school grounds. This included a lorry-load of sand for a beach, spades 
and pails, deck chairs, a funfair ride, amusements, ice cream, fortune telling, pony rides, face painting, 
henna tattoos and a bouncy castle. 



“ROVERS SCORE AT OUR LADY & ST. JOSEPH’S” 

Players from Albion Rovers F.C. joined Primary 6 and 7 pupils on Friday 27‘h February for a healthy 
breakfast followed by sports training. Our Lady & St. Joseph’s is a health promoting school and arranged for 
the players and children to try exotic fruits and wholemeal cereals. The pupils were delighted to train with the 
youth players and pick up some advice on leading a healthy lifestyle. Youth Development Officer, Jimmy 
Lindsay said, “This is an ideal opportunity for our youth players to demonstrate the benefits of leading the 
Good Life!” 

ENTERPRISE PROJECTS - ST MICHAEL’S PRIMARY 

Last autumn two classes in St Michael’s Primary, Moodiesburn undertook Enterprise Projects. 

Encouraged by experience gained the previous year, P5/6 (The Christmas Company), designed and 
produced a selection of Christmas cards using various media - as well as stained glass mobiles and 
Christmas tree novelties. 

Inspired by a North Lanarkshire Environmental Studies Topic - ‘Rainforest Recipes’ P3 (The Clever Cookies 
Company) produced Recipe Books containing healthy, easily-prepared fruit desserts. The children enjoyed 
an afternoon of fun preparing and tasting the desserts which included tropical fruits which many of the 
children had never tasted before. 

Next some children experimented with different designs on the Clarisworks Drawing Program for the front 
cover of the recipe book. A local businessman kindly copied the recipes at no expense and the books were 
finally assembled and bound in school. 

As well as this the Clever Cookies made notebooks from paper and card off-cuts salvaged from the school 
office and photocopying room. 

Both classes sold their wares to family and friends and each class took a stall at the school Christmas Fayre. 
Both Enterprise projects netted almost f400 which included a donation from The Airdrie Savings Bank. 
Money was donated from each class to school funds and the remainder was banked for future projects. 

OUT OF SCHOOL CARE SERVICES 

A number of new Out of School Care services scheduled to open during the course of this year. We have 5 
in total. 4 of which have been successful with attracting New Opportunities Lottery Funding and these will 
create in the region of 360 places across North Lanarkshire, before school, after school and during holiday 
times. Cumbernauld and Kilsyth areas will benefit from these new services. 

Proposals approved for a new purpose built Kildrum Nursery Centre to replace the existing Kildrum 
Nursery Centre. 

MORE ENTERPRISE ACTIVITIES 

Kilsyth Academy run a workshop for 180 S5 and S6 students called “Who wants to be an entrepreneur?” 

Two S5 students from Chryston High School took part in Space School organised by Careers Scotland. 

Primary 7 pupils in St Mary’s Primary School have created a calendar for 2004 which was sold to parents 
and staff to promote global citizenship through a partnership with the Columbian Circus School. 

Summary of New Developments 
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Sports comprehensive at St Maurice’s HS 
Major refurbishments at Our Lady’s High School and at Kilsyth Academy 
PPP new build at St Patricks Primary School, Kilsyth and Stepps Primary School 
Valued Youth - a peer education project at at Chryston High School and Chryston Primary School 
Lighthouse project at Kilsyth Academy 
Vocational education introduced at Cumbernauld High 
St Andrew’s Primary SchoollCumbernauld Primary School Joint Campus shortlisted for a Scottish 
Education Award. 


