
AGENDA ITEM No. .&@.kf 

KILDRUM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
TUESDAY 27/04/04 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tom Mitchell, Chairman: Bill Dempsey, Vice Chairman: Andrew Greer, Treasurer: 
Babs Crosbie, Theresa Reilly 

APOLOGIES 
John Reilly, Margaret Robertson 

MINUTE APPROVED 
Proposed Babs Crosbie, Seconded Theresa Reilly 

WELCOME 
Chairman welcomed every one to the meeting including Councillor Margaret Murray 
and police Constable Kenny McCulloch 

MATTERS ARISING 
Babs Crosbie complained of Police response to phone calls. There was general 
dissatisfaction with police attitude on the phone and with the speed of response. 

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS. 
Two new Community Councillors were present - Mr J Gorman and Mr Bill In&. 
8 0 t h  were accepted ~~nanimously; The Chairman welcomed them and declared them 
elected ta the commlttte, s d j  ect 10 C~i~f;,nT;~tioi: of status from Worth Lanzrkshire 
Council. 

The Chairman reported a serious incident witnessed by himself and his wife whereby 
on 5“’ April, gangs of youths armed with bottles, clubs etc attacked each other. This 
disturbance took place at the east end of Clouden Road/Ainslie Road /old school area. 
During the following discussion it became evident that this was not an isolated 
incident. Similar clashes occurred frequently all over Kildrum. Police response was 
critised; too little, too late. 
The meeting registered fear that someone could be seriously injured or killed. 
For whatever reason, police action was inadequate to give the protection the 
community needs. The people were fast losing confidence in the police and were 
beginning to live in fear and despair 

Replying to question from floor, PC McCulloch agreed that it was entirely possible 
that police response could come froin Airdrie if other units in Cumbernauld were 
already tied up with other incidents. 

The Chairman would contact the new superintendent in Cuinbernauld to acquaint him 
with the severity of the situation. 

PC McCulloch said the police knew of the problems and that the area was being given 
special attention. 



Alan Graham suggested that more political pressure should be brought with a view to 
strengthening the Police Force. 

Existing Community Councillors term of office would be completed on October 7t11 
2004 and elections due sth October. This would be publicised by North Lanarkshire 
Council. 

COMMUNITY POLICE. 
Constable McCulloch apologised for the absence of Constable Kelly. He reported on 
Crime Statistics for the last month - 32 crimes reported (various offences) of which 
17 were detected. 
Again the meeting voiced disappointment regarding phone calls and police response. 
Although not all phone calls were logged, all serious incidents were registered. PC 
McCulloch advised phoning in every incident, but never to confront any vandals. 
Sometimes an “off hand” attitude was given by the person answering a phone call to 
the police. PC McCulloch noted this and advised asking the name of the person 
answering the call. 

The policy of the police seemed to be to move the troublemakers on to other areas. 
PC McCulloch explained the difficulties of some situations and of reluctance of the 
public to testify and of gathering information etc to formulate charges. 

Alan Graham thanked PC McCulloch for his assistance received at Redburn School. 

It was generally agreed that CCTV installation would help the situation. Councillor 
Murray knew of no moves by the allhrities ‘tsv;zds this p-- Id  =’--  Lion. 

It was generally agreed that more police on foot and on bikes, in uniform and in plain 
clothes would be desirable. 

Councillor Murray had written to senior police officials regarding gang disturbances - 
no response. 

The Chairman thanked the constable for his report and advice. 

COUNCILLOR MURlEaAY 
Rubbish at end of Lochlea Road reported and cleared. 

Hoodlums were frequenting wooded areas. Scottish Wildlife Trust had a policy of 
leaving cuttings to degenerate naturally. The cuttings presented danger to the public 
and gave hoodlums handy weapons. Senior cleansing officials were pressing S WT 
for response. 

Roadside litter remains a problem where the authorities claim that road closure and 
traffic disruption would be necessary for any clean -up. Councillor Murray will take 
this up with Scottish executive. 

Health problems - 3 hospitals can take emergencies up until midnight, thereafter only 
one hospital will give emergency treatment. Ambulance services are also affected. 
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This situation is wholly unacceptable; therefore ongoing pursuit for improvement is 
necessary. 

Road and house nameplates need replacing. 
General litter in woods, path, roadsides - NL Council and SWT to be targeted with 
demand for action. Someone from the floor suggested that Community Service 
penalties could include litter clearance. 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Murray for her report. 

TREASURERS REPORT 
The audit had been completed and everything was satisfactory. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
None 

AOCB 
Mr Gorman said that there were no further developments on AinslieiMaclehose Road 
problems. 
Councillor Murray had secured documentation regarding timing of CDC knowledge 
of the fault in the concrete mix. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 25/05/2004 AGM 


