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3.1 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of the report is to advise the Area Committee of the action taken on those items identified 
during the Kilsyth and Villages Forum bus tour of 13 May 2004 

Backaround 

Following the successful bus tour of the North Area in the summer of 2002, Kilsyth and Villages Forum 
suggested having a bus tour of their area during the summer of this year. 

The purpose of the bus tour was to allow the Forum to point out issues, which could be addressed 
directly by service departments or through the local community planning process. In order to take this 
matter forward a number of meetings were held with the Forum to agree the details of the tour. 

The tour was held on 13 May 2004 and left from Garrell Vale Community Centre at 4.00pm. The group on 
the bus consisted of elected members, officials and representatives from each Community Council. The 
bus travelled round the Forum area calling first at Croy then Manse Road, Kilsyth, Banton, Kilsyth 
Central, Balmalloch and lastly Queenzieburn. At each of the locations the bus was meet by a delegation 
from the respective Community Council and other community groups who pointed out the issues and also 
identified what they consider to be examples of good practice. The group spent approximately 20-30 
minutes at each location. Each Community Council also produced an A4 sheet identifying the issues they 
wished to include on their part of the tour. 

Following the bus tour the Area Team representatives arranged for the list of issues to be investigated by 
their respective departments to determine what action could be taken to address the concerns of the 
Forum. The results of this investigation and subsequent action are detailed in the attached appendix. This 
information was passed to the Forum at their meeting of 1 November 2004. 

Recommendations 

The Area Committee is asked to note the actions taken to resolve the issues raised during the bus tour of 
13 May 20004. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
3 November 2004 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Jim 
Watson, Service Manager (Roads and Transportation) on 01236 616401 

Corn Rep North Area KV Bus 3 Nov 



APPENDIX 1 

Banton and Kelvinhead Community Council 

List of sites for Information bus tour May 1 3th 2004 

Kelvin head 

I. The Community Council have asked for a mini roundabout at the junction of the Banton Road with the main 
road (A803). 

0 A lot of traffic speeds through Kelvinhead at more than the speed limit of 40 mph. 
It is difficult to turn right from the Banton road onto the A803 towards Kilsyth with the speed of traffic and the blind 
summits in both directions 

More than 1 in 7 cars travel through Kelvinhead at more than the speed limit of 40 mph. Several cars a week travel 

at more than 75 mph. 

16 cars a day travel at more than 60 mph. 

Some elderly residents cannot cross the road, and have become virtually housebound. 

0 

0 

0 

Investigations have been carried out in relation to installing a small roundabout at this location. These investigations 

have established that the existing juncfion area would have to be expanded considerably to accommodate such a 
proposal and as such, the cost of the engineering works and associated service alterations would be considerable. As 

an alternative, the provision of a right turn storage facility was examined. Such an arrangemenf, in conjunction with 

further traffic calming features, will realise the twin objectives of reducing traffic speeds through the village and providing 
assistance for traffic turning right from Banton Road. Details of this scheme have been passed to the community council 

for comment and if they are agreeable to the proposals the work will be carried out later this financial year. 

2. Blocked pavement 

A section of pavement approximately 150yards west of the junction of the Banton Road with the A803 is blocked due to 

a broken wall and soil. 

Pedestrians and children on bikes use this pavement and have to go onto the road. 

The blockage to the footway has now been removed and the landowner will be approached to take action in regard to 

other sections of walling that are in a suspect condition. 

3. Litter 

There is a lot of litter on Council owned ground south of the junction of the Banton Road and the A803. 

It needs to be put on a list for clearing at least twice a year. 



Community Services are investigating this problem and will report back in relation to the intended course of action. 

4. Missing speed limit sign 

0 The 40 mph speed limit sign at the east end of Kelvinhead on the South side is missing. 
0 The sign on the north side of the road is twisted, and not very visible. 
0 It has been reported many times by residents but nothing has happened. 

The missing 40mph sign has been replaced. 

5. Craigmarloch Bridge Car Park 

Dumping in area on south east side of the bridge. 

This area will be monitored on a more regular basis and action will be taken as and when appropriate. 

6. Cadgers Sheugh Road 

Dumping in truncated section of old road to the north east of Woodend farm. 

Community Services are currently examining the extent of the problem to determine appropriate form of action. 

Banton 

7. Ash parklfootball area 

0 This has been laid out by a previous council for children to play football. 

The surface is red ash. Over the past 25 years generations of children do not use it much because of the surface. 

0 The goals do not have anything to stop the ball such as a net or wall 

Instead the boys use the bus shelter to kick balls against. This has led to a lot of ill feeling between elderly residents and 
children, which has resulted in stones and eggs being thrown at windows, and a lot of verbal abuse of pensioners. 

We have frequently asked for a better surface, and recently for basket ball nets. We have been turned down. 

Community Services have indicated that there are no monies within this year’s Sport and Recreation budget to upgrade 
this facility at present. However, the community council may wish to consider developing their own project which could 
attract external funding. One possible option would be a floodlit multi-sports court that would cater for football, netball, 
basketball, tennis etc. If the facility was located in the nearby Banton Primary School grounds, the school could use the 
facility during the day, and the community during evenings and weekends. 

8. Swing Park broken fence and litter 

A burn runs beside the swing park. It is the source of the River Kelvin. 

0 A fence was erected to stop young children going to the burn. 



0 The fence is broken 

0 There is a lot of litter on both sides of the fence that the Council do not clear despite it being part of the swing park and 
on council land. 

The fence has been repaired and litter picking carried out. 

9. Garages beside primary school 

The land is owned by the Council. Residents pay a rent for the land for a garage. 

The surface requires upgrading. It hasn't been resurfaced for 30 years. 

The heap of chippings has been left there for five years after being used as a storage area for a job 

elsewhere. 

The surface of the garage area is reaching the end of its useful life and is showing signs of deterioration. However, given 
the present limitation of funds resurfacing of this area is accorded a low priority. However, the area will be tidied up, 
including the removal of the pile of chippings, and will be monitored to ensure that it is kept in a safe condition. 

10. Parking in Crescent 

0 Both parking and access to the Crescent is often difficult. 

0 We suggest creating some off road parking at the East End of the Crescent. It would take some cars off the 

road and make access easier around the most difficult section. 
0 The residents appreciate the planting in the centre. But the section at the east end does not contribute much 

to it. 

0 A small well designed off road scheme could enhance the area. 

Planning and Environment does not have a budget for constructing off street parking facilities in residential areas and 
monies have to be taken from the road maintenance budget to provide such arrangements. As a consequence off street 
parking facilities are only provided where the incidence of on street parking is likely to impact on traffic safety. In this 
particular instance the level of on street parking causes inconvenience rather than traffic safety problems and therefore 
no further action is proposed. However, should the Forum wish to continue with this proposal they could suggest that it be 
included in the list of Small Communities projects being prepared for the consideration of the Area Committee. 

11. The Plot 

We greatly value the public garden called 'The Plot' at the Cross. We would not want this to be used for parking in any 
way. 

12 Lammerknowes Road - Failure in road surfacing. 

The recent surfacing at this location has been examined and it has been established that some reflective 
cracking has taken place. However, the extent of the cracking does not constitute a failure of the surfacing 
and the council cannot insist that the contractor relay the area in question. It is the view of the department that 
the surface will perform adequately for a number of years. However, should problems arise, appropriate action 
will be taken. 



Contacts: 

Chairman 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Andrew Taylor 01236 823 71 1 
Christine McAleer 01236 821 227 
Carol Carter 01236822437 



Bus tour Croy 13th May 2004 

Barbegs crescent positions 

The footpath at the bottom would like to see upgraded to the shops. The community council has 
had several requests for this, as the hill can be very difficult for some older residents. 

The cost involved in the construction of this significant length of remote footpath could not be 
justified because of the small number of people it would serve and the fact that there is a 
convenient alternative route. Furthermore, experience has shown that such routes are likely to 
generate anti-social behaviour. 

Smithstone Crescent. 

The old play area in the centre of the crescent has been cleaned up and the trees cut back. The 
council has done an excellent job in clearing this area, to maximise the vacant ground we would 
like to see vehicle access being provided. The benefit would be two fold it would allow the 
council access to continue to maintain the area and give the residents of the crescent an 
additional parking facility as the crescent is blocked off at Constarry road parking and emergency 
access can be a problem. 

Planning and Environment does not have a budget for constructing off street parking facilities in residential areas 
and monies have to be taken from the road maintenance budget to provide such arrangements. As a consequence 
off street parking facilities are only provided where the incidence of on street parking is likely to impact on traffic 
safety. In this particular instance the level of on street parking causes inconvenience rather than traffic safety 
problems and therefore no further action is proposed. However, should the Forum wish to continue with this 
proposal they could suggest that it be included in the list of Small Communities projects being prepared for the 
consideration of the Area Committee. 

Level crossing 

The community council has been requesting this for quite some time. 

The practicality of providing a Zebra crossing adjacent to the shop has been closely examined 
and there are difficulties because of the adjacent school crossing patrol. Discussions have taken 
place in regard to re-siting the school crossing patrol to the proposed Zebra but this has been 
discounted because it does not adequately serve the needs of school children in the area. Under 
the circumstances the department cannot proceed with the proposal for a Zebra crossing at this 
location. 

The One Stop Shop 

This new facility was built for the use of the Kilsyth 8, villages indeed the whole of the Northern 
corridor area to accommodate all the various community groups who wish to use the facility; this 
is a major asset for the village of Croy. 

Litter at shop bus stop 

This area is a magnet for litter, we would like to see prominent litter bins in place to try and 
encourage people to use them. 



Community Services are reviewing the type of litter bins used at this location. 

Re-roofing and roughcasting 

This home improvement work is a part of the overall upgrade of the housing stock that has been 
carried out in Croy for some time, for the benefit of it's residents and the environment they live in. 



Kilsvth Communitv Council 

1. Manse Road - requirement for off-street parking area (12-15 spaces) because of obstructive level of on-street 
parking. 

Planning and Environment does not have a budget for constructing off street parking facilities in residential areas and 
monies have to be taken from the road maintenance budget to provide such arrangements. As a consequence offstreet 
parking facilities are only provided where the incidence of on street parking is likely to impact on trafic safety. In this 
particular instance the road is a bus route and level of on street parking at the east-end of the road is likely to lead to 
road safety problems. As a consequence Planning and Environment is examining whether of f  street parking can be 
constructed in the adjacent small open space area. 

2. Rural section of Manse Road - requirement for footway. 

There are fewproperties accessed from this rural section of road and as a consequence pedestrian movement is light. 
Previous proposals to install street lighting along this road were met by opposition from residents because they wanted 
to retain the rural nature of the road. Construction of a footway along the length of the road would alter the character of 
the road. Under the circumstances the signiJicant cost and acquisition of land necessary to construct a footway along 
this road could not be justified. 

2. Path from Tak-ma-doon Road to Colzium - removal of litter and old oil drum. 

Action being taken to remove the litter and oil drum. 

4. Tak-ma-doon Road Car Park - requirement for advance signing and replacement of signboard and plaque. 

Arrangements are in hand to erect advance direction signing to the carpark. In addition, attempts are being made to 
locate the original drawings for the carpark so that a replacement signboard andplaque can be provided to match the 
original. 

5. Airdrie Road - problem with dog fouling, requires bins. 

The area was investigated but the department was unable to find any specijk evidence of dog fouling. However, the area 
will be closely monitored and dog fouling bins will be erected f a  problem develops. 

6. Garrell Burn -weeds growing in bed a burn which will restrict flow in periods of heavy rain. 

Removal of weed growth from the bed of a burn is not considered appropriate in environmental terms unless the weeds 
are likely to cause an obstruction to peak waterjlow. In addition, weed growth helps to stabilise the bed of the burn and 
prevent erosion during peakjlow conditions. The current situation will be monitored to determine whether action is 
necessary to minimise likelyjlood relatedproblems. 

7. Livingston Park play area - problem with dog fouling, requires bins. 

The area was investigated but the department was unable to find any specific evidence of dog fouling. However, the area 
will be closely monitored and dog fouling bins will be erected ifaproblem develops. 



OUEENZIEBURN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Positive Initiatives 

0 Provision of dog fouling bins in village 

0 Traffic Calming on A803 through village 

0 Nursery provision 

0 Refurbished Street Lighting in village 

0 Improvements to Community Centre 

0 Provision of Seat/Bin at crossroads 

Issues/Concerns 

0 Road surface at Hillcrest Road 

The surfacing at the east-end of Hillcrest Road requires attention and arrangements will be made to issue this work 
on a routine basis. This means that the work will be carried out some time during the next 3 months. 

0 On-street parking difficulties 

Almost halfof the houses in Hillcrest Road have driveways although at a recent visit it was noted that some 
householders do not regularly park in their driveways thus adding to the problems associated with on-street 
parking. Parking restrictions can be introduced to control the effects of on-street parking, however, such schemes 
are only promoted with the support of the police. Given the remote location it is likely that the police would support 
such a proposal unless there were severe problems. Under the circumstances Planning and Environment do not 
intend to take any further action other than to monitor the situation. Should problems persist in relation to 
inconsiderate parking the police will take action to resolve the situation. 

0 Erosion to bing at Meadowside Road and provision of pedestrian barrier 

The erosion to the embankment at Meadowside Road was caused by a blocked gully, which resulted in water 
flowing down the embankment. The gully in question has now been cleared out and hardcore placed on the 
embankment to stabilise any further erosion. The practicalities ofproviding a pedestrian barrier along the rear of 
the footway are currently being investigated. 

0 Fencing at burn in Mill Road 

Action will be taken to repair the fence in question. 

0 Upgrading of area at swing park entrance 

The upgrading of this area is currently being investigated. However, the costs of any proposed scheme are likely to 
be signiJicant and will have to be considered against other competing priorities within the department. 

Football field closes in summer for repairs - nowhere for kids to play football 

The footballjeld is closed during the summer months to allow the grass to regenerate during the growing season. 



While it is recognised that this causes inconvenience to residents it is an essential action to maintain the pitch in 
good condition over the winter months. 

Back park at Anderson Crescent allowed to turn into dumping ground 

Community Services are seeking further information in regard to this issue. 

A new street lighting column has been erected on this path. 

Lighting on footpath leading to A803 


