
13 

To: AIRDRIE AREA COMMITTEE Subject: AIRDRIE AND VILLAGES 

-From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Date: 14 FEBRUARY 2000 I Ref: BP/MF 

COMMUNITY FORUM 

i 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

1. PURPOSE 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to submit the minutes of the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum 
meetings to the Area Committee. The minutes of 23 February 1999, 7 April 1999, 20 May 1999, 
26 July 1999,7 September 1999 and 20 October 1999 are attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 Airdrie Area Committee is requested to note the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum minutes. 

t 
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Minute of Meeting of Airdrie and Villages Community Forum Held in 
Airdrie Community Education Centre on 23 February 1999 at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: M Macpherson, Pre 5's and Children; 
W Lawie, Cairnhill and Coatdyke Community Council; 
H McColl, Salsburgh Village; 
0 McAvoy, Salsburgh Community Council; 
E McLaughlan, Plains Community Council; 
A Green, Longriggend Village; 
N Chambers, Longriggend Community Council; 
A McGleish, Churches and Religious Groups; 
E Watt, Greengairs Village; 
R Davidson, Local Individual; 
J Pennie, Pre 5's and Children; 
J Davidson, Local Individual; 
T Pollock, Young People; 
N Pettigrew, Young People; 
E Nelson, Local Individual; 
J Rintoul, Caldercruix Village; 
A Glen, Monkland Glen Community Council; 
J Chapman, Hobby and Special Interest Groups; 
J Armstrong, Disabled People and People with Special Needs; 
J Maley, Local Individual/Chairperson. 

IN A'M'ENDANCE: Councillor P Sullivan; 
M Hutton, Liaison Director: 
J Lees, Local Officer; 
S Jeacocke, Strathclyde Police; 
G Watson, Strathclyde Police; 
C McPhail, Leisure Services Department; 
K Nicoll, Leisure Services Department; 
P Kelly, Divisional Manager; and, 
D McLennan, Town Centre Manager. 

APOLOGIES: L Buchanan; T McFarlane; and, Chief Inspector Stephen. 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Mr Maley opened the meeting, welcomed those present and thanked everyone for attending. 
He also thanked Mr Hutton and Miss Lees for the support they provided to the Forum prior to 
his appointment as Chairperson. 

Mr Maley requested members to address all comments through himself as Chair and 
suggested that Forum members introduce themselves when speaking. 
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2. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF 11 JANUARY 1999 

Proposed by: J Armstrong; 
Seconded by: N Pettigrew. 

3. APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRPERSON AM) REMAINING OFFICE 
BEARERS 

Further to Mr McFarlane withdrawing his Nomination for the position of Vice Chairperson, 
it was agreed that Dr Glen be elected unopposed as the Vice Chairperson. 

Proposed by: J Maley; 
Seconded by: E Watt. 

Mr Maley requested remaining Forum members consider appointing a Secretary and he 
further suggested that the local individual representatives in particular consider this position 
given that they do not have specific responsibilities for representing an interest group. 

After discussion, and in the absence of anyone interested in seeking appointment as 
Secretary, it was suggested and agreed that the Forum should continue to operate with only a 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson until a volunteer for the Secretary’s position may be 
identified. It was fiuther suggested that the Secretary’s positionmay be shared between two 
Forum members to ease the volume of work. 

4. NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL LEISURE PLAN 

Ms Nicoll introduced herself and Ms McPhail and briefly described their functions within the 
Leisure Services Department. She outlined the aims of the Council’s draft Leisure Services 
Plan and explained that the Department, given the constraints on its budget, was anxious to 
ensure best value and service delivery responsive to local communities’ needs and priorities. 

Ms McPhail then proceeded to provide a detailed presentation on the proposed Leisure Plan. 
She highlighted that a consultative summary of the Leisure Plan was in the process of being 
printed and it was agreed that copies of this would be sent to all Forum members in advance 
of the next meeting in order that the Forum may formulate its response and comments. 

Mr Maley invited comments from Forum members: 

1) Mr McLaughlan referred to a former bridle way in Plains and a number of sports/play 
facilities which have been subjected to flooding as a result of former mine workings. 
Ms Nicoll agreed to discuss this matter with Mr McLaughlan at the end of the 
meeting given the local nature of this issue. 

ii) Ms Watt highlighted the importance of equality of access to Leisure Services 
facilities across North Lanarkshire and she explained that the provision and access to 
leisure facilities in rural areas is less than in urban areas. She further cited Greengairs 
Community Centre as an example and expalined that the Centre dose not have 
suitable access for disabled people. 
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6. 

In answer to Ms Watt and a further question from Mr Maley on the allocation of the 
Leisure Services budget, Ms Nicoll explained that to date the budget has largely been 
allocated on an historical basis, however, the Leisure Services Plan was an attempt to 
re-dress this. She further highlighted that constraints on the Leisure Services budget 
made it impossible for the Department alone to provide dedicated leisure facilities in 
every village and the Department was therefore anxious to work with local 
communities and other partners to secure funding from alternative sources, including 
the National Lottery. 

iii) Mr Davidson raised a query regarding trees within his area which are considered 
dangerous due to low hanging branches and he complained that this matter had been 
raised previously with the Leisure Services Department but no action had been taken. 
Ms Nicoll agreed to take this matter up with Mr Davidson outwith the meeting. 

iv) Mr Pollock requested clarification on the outcome of the consultation process, and in 
particular he sought assurance that cognisance would be taken of local communities’ 
comments . 

Ms McPhail volunteered to provide details of all responses received as a result of the 
consultation to the Community Forum. 

Forum Members continued to discuss the matter and reference was made to sources of 
funding for leisure facilities which may be available from Landfill Tax receipts administered 
by North Lanarkshire Forward. 

Mr Kelly explained that officers were based within the Planning and Development 
Department to support and assist village communities, and in answer to a query from Mr 
McLaughlan regarding a former walkway between Plains and Caldercruix, he further 
expalined that the Planning and Development Department could assist in researching and 
proving former rights of way. 

In concluding the discussion on the draft Leisure Services Plan, Mr Maley thanked Ms 
McPhail and Ms Nicoll for their presentation and he reminded Forum members that the 
Forum should concentrate on general issues common to the wider Airdrie and Villages area 
rather that individual matters. 

NORTH L A N A R K S m  COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP 

Miss Lees informed the Forum of the recently established Community Safety Partnership and 
she invited the Forum to identify those safety issues it would wish to bring to the attention of 
the Partnership. After consideration and discussion the Forum identified services and 
opportunities for young people as the priority concern. It was suggested and recognised that 
improving opportunities for young people would contribute to improving community safety 
and the perceived fear of crime. 

AIRDRIE TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

Mr Maley introduced Mr Kelly from the Council’s Planning and Development Department 
and invited him to outline the Airdne Town Centre Action Plan. 

j l /O 12/023/005c/jlm284 
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In introducing the Plan, Mr Kelly explained that the community consultation period on the 
proposals contained within the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan had been extended to the 
end of March. To date, responses to the consultation process had been relatively low. The 
Action Plan deals with proposals for Transport, Townscape and Development. 

Mr Pollock suggested that the Forum consider holding a special meeting to discuss the Town 
Centre Action Plan given the scale of the proposaed developments. This proposal was agreed 
to and both Mr Kelly and Mr Hutton agreed to attend a special Forum meeting to be held in 
Clark Street Community Education Centre on 4 March 1999. 

7. MINUTE OF MEETING OF AIRDRIE AREA COMMITTEEOF 8 DECEMBER 
1999 

Item 14: Brownsbum Development 

Dr Glen advised that the visit to Bridgend Golf Club had been deferred to 14 March 1999 and 
she extended an invitation to any interested Forum member to attend. 

ii) Items 3 - 8: Community Council Minutes 

Ms Watt asked if Community Councils were required to submit copies of their minutes to the 
Area Committee. Miss Lees explained that Community Councils were requested to submit 
their minutes to the Council’s Administration Deaprtment who then placed them on the 
agenda of the Area Committee for information purposes. 

8. MONKLANDS HOSPITAL CAR PARK 

Clarification was sought regarding the proposed closure of the car park at Monklands 
Hospital. 

After discussion it was agreed that the Forum should write to the Hospital requesting 
clarification on the proposed closure. 

9. CLOSE OF MEETING 

In closing the meeting Mr Maley thanked everyone for attending and thanked Council 
officers for their presentations. He reminded members of the special meeting to be held on 4 
March 1999 and the next full meeting would be held on 7 April 1999 at 7.30pm. 
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Minute of Meeting of Airdrie and Villages Community Forum, Held 
in Airdrie Community Education Centre on 7 April 1999 at 7.30pm 

J Maley, Chairperson; 
W Lawrie, Cairnhill / Coatdyke Community Council; 
N Pettigrew, Young People’s Representative; 
E McLaughlan, Plains Community Council; 
J Rintoul, Caldercruix Village; 
S Andrew, Community Development Organisations; 
E Rolink, Elderly People’s Representative; 
0 McAvoy, Salsburgh Community Council; 
T McFarlane, Gartlea Community Council; 
E Nelson, Local Individual Representative; 
J Davidson, Local Individual Representative. 

IN ATTENDANCE: J Lees, Chief Executive’s Office 

APOLOGIES: N Chambers, Longriggend Community Council; J Armstrong, 
Disabled People/Special Needs Representative; L Buchanan, 
Clarkston Community Council; and H McColl, Salsburgh village. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Mr Maley opened the meeting, welcomed those present and thanked everyone for attending. 
He commented on the lower than average attendance at the Community Forum meeting and it 
was suggested that a Wednesday evening may be the least suitable evening for Community 
Forum meetings. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF 23 FEBRUARY 1999 AND 4 
MARCH 1999 

Proposed by: J Rintoul 
Seconded by: N Pettigrew 

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINLTTES: 

i) Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan 

Forum members intimated that they would be grateful if Mr Kelly from North 
Lanarkshire Council Planning and Development Department could attend the next 
meeting to provide an update on progress in relation to the Town Centre Action Plan. 
The Forum noted that Phase 1 of the proposed re-developments had started. 

Forum members continued to discuss the proposals to relocate Airdrie Market to 
another location within the town and a number of options were discussed including 
the car park at the new football stadium, the former Safeway store, and the car parks 
at either the Retail Park or Hallcraig Street. 
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ii) North Lanarkshire Community Services Plan 

Miss Lees advised the Forum that consultation on the proposed Community Services 
Plan had been deferred pending the current re-structuring within North Lanarkshire 
Council. She further explained that a new Community Services Department had been 
established with responsibility for those Council functions which have a direct impact 
or contribution to local communities. These include: Leisure Services; Cleansing; 
Community Development; Community Education; and Funding to Voluntary 
Organisations. 

Mr McLaughlan requested that the Council’s Community Services Department 
investigate the damage caused to new footpaths at Moffat View as a result of Council 
vehicles driving over the grass verges. Miss Lees agreed to request Community 
Services to investigate this matter. 

iii) Monklands Hospital - Car Parking Charges 

Mr Maley circulated the letter he had sent on behalf of the Forum to Monklands 
Hospital regarding the proposal to introduce car parking charges at the Hospital and 
advised that he had not received a reply. After discussion it was agreed that the 
Forum would determine any further action on this matter upon receipt of a reply and 
further information from the Hospital. 

iv) Lanarkshire Development Agency - Rural Strategy 

Miss Lees informed the Forum of the progress being made by Lanarkshire 
Development Agency in partnership with North and South Lanarkshire Councils and 
Scottish Homes in developing a Rural Strategy as part of the Changing Gear process. 
She further advised that Mr Maley and Dr Glen had attended a consultation workshop 
arranged by the partnership and held in The Westerwood Hotel, Cumbernauld, to 
identify those rural issues to be raised through the Strategy. Mr Maley expressed his 
concern at the lack of community representatives from other areas in North 
Lanarkshire who had attended this workshop and Miss Lees advised him the 
partnership was attempting to address this issue by organising a further series of 
meetings targeted to Community Councils. Those Community Councils represented 
on the Community Forum and serving rural areas adjacent to Airdrie would receive 
direct notification of these meetings. 

4. MINUTE OF MEETING OF AIRDRIE AREA COMMITTEEOF 2 
FEBRUARY - 1999 

The Forum noted the contents of the Minute. 

5 .  PROPOSED LOCAL AREA REPORTS 

Mr Maley suggested that each Community Council, special interest group or local 
individual represented on the Forum should take the opportunity to bring matters of 
concern or local issues to the attention of the Forum. This would serve a number of 
purposes: 
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i) 
ii) 

iii) 

Forum members would gain an insight into wider issues within Airdrie area; 
The Forum could identify those issues common to the wider Airdrie area and 
determine appropriate joint strategies or action plans to address these; and, 
Forum members would be more involved in determining the business being 
considered by the Community Forum. 

Community Forum members agreed to this proposal and Mr McAvoy suggested that 
where possible Local Area Reports should be submitted in writing and distributed 
with the calling notice in advance of Forum meetings. Members spent some time 
discussing this suggestion and the following issues were identified: 

0 

0 

The volume of HGV’s travelling through Clarkston on route to the waste 
disposal sites causes road safety fears to elderly residents in the local area; 
The general disrepair of roads in Airdrie was highlighted; and, 

purposes for which the land is zoned in planning terms (ie: residential, 
industri a1 , greenbel t) . 

0 Clarification was sought regarding Woodhall estate and in particular the 

6. REPLACEMENT STRUCTURE PLAN FOR GLASGOW AND THE CLYDE 
VALLEY 

Miss Lees advised the Forum of the strategic overview of Structure Planning in terms 
of planning, economic and infra-structure development. She outlined that prior to 
local government reorganisation the Structure Plan was the responsibility of the 
former Strathclyde Regional Council. Given local government re-organisation and 
the continuing requirement for strategic planning on a wider scale than single 
authority, the Structure Plan in Lanarkshire and Glasgow would now be produced by 
a joint committee comprising members and representatives from all those Councils 
covered by the Plan. She further advised the Forum that a seminar on the Structure 
Plan had been held recently in Sumerlee and attended by a number of local 
Community Councils. 

7 . .  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

i> Incidence of Drugs Misuse 

Mr McFarlane intimated his concern at the increasing incidences of drugs 
misuse within Airdrie. Community Forum members spent some time 
discussing this issue and it was agreed that a representative from Strathclyde 
Police should be invited to attend the next meeting to explain the problem in 
greater detail and identify any opportunities for the local community to work 
in partnership with the Police and other agencies in tackling drug related 
issues. 

ii) Travelling Persons Site 

Members requested clarification on the statutory requirement on Councils to 
provide facilities for travelling people and it was agreed to invite a 
representative from the Council’s Housing and Property Services Department 
to attend the next meeting. 
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iii) Constitution 

Members agreed to consider compiling a constitution for the Community 
Forum and it was agreed that Miss Lees should provide copies of existing 
constitutions. 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Thursday 28 June 1999 at 7.30pm in Airdrie Community Education Centre. 
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Minute of Meeting of Airdrie & Villages Community Forum Held in Airdrie 
Conmmunity Education Centre on 20 May 1999 

Present: John Maley, Chair; 
Ian Armstrong, Disabled People and Special Needs 
Representative; 
Eddie Nelson, Local Individual Representative; 
Robert Davidson, Local Individual Representative; 
John Davidson, Local Individual Representative; 
Sheena hdrew,  Community Development Organisations; 
Elizabeth Rolink, Elderly People’s Representative; 
Anna McGleish, Churches and Religous Organisations’ 

Tom McFarlane, Gartlea Community Council; 
Owen McAvoy, Salsburgh Community Council; 
Bill Lawrie, CairnhillKoatdyke Community Council; 
Mary Macpherson, Pre 5’s and Children’s Representative; 
Ishbel Watt, Greengairs Community Council; 
Eddie McLaughlan, Plains Community Council; 
Jim Rintoul, Caldercruix Community Council; 
Nancy Chambers, Longriggend Community Council; 
Nancy Pettigrew, Young People’s Representative; and, 
Ann Glen, Monkland Glen Community Council/Forum Vice 
Chair. 

Representative; 

In Attendance: 

Apologies: 

Pat Whelan, Community Services Department; 
Pat Kelly, Planning and Environment Department; 
John Gormley, Housing and Property Services Department; 
Jennifer Lees, Chief Executive’s Office. 
Chief Inspector David Stephen, Strathclyde Police. 

Adele Green, Longriggend Village; Tom Pollock, Young 
People’s Representative; L Buchanan, Clarkston Community 
Council; Tony Chapman, Hobby and Special Interest 
Groups; Helen McColl, Salsburgh Village; and, 
Kareen Nicol, Community Services Department. 

- 1. Approval Of Minute of Meeting of 7 April 1999 

The Minute was approved as correct. 

Proposed by: Tom McFarlane; 
Seconded by: Bill Lawrie. 

- 2. Matters Arising From Minute: 

i) Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan 

The Chair introduced Mr Pat Kelly, from the Council’s Planning and Environment 
Department who had been invited to the meeting to provide an update on the re-development 
of Airdrie Town Centre. 
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a> Town Centre Action Plan 

Mr Kelly informed the Forum that his Department was currently studying the comments 
raised through the consultation on the proposed re-development of Airdrie Town Centre and 
it was intended to submit a report on the findings of this consultation to the Planning and 
Environment Committee at its August cycle. 

He further advised that the capital work, including designs for the gateway and street 
furniture was currently out to tender. 

Clarification was sought from Forum members regarding any plans to re-route traffic flow 
through the town centre and Mr Kelly advised that this matter was still under consideration by 
the Council’s Traffic Manager, however, any proposals would require consent through a 
Traffic Regulation Order and this would be the subject of public consultation. 

b) Airdrie Market 

Forum members continued to discuss the closure of Airdrie Market from its current location 
to the rear of Airdrie Town Hall. 

Mr Kelly informed the Fonun that the Council’s Planning and Development Committee had 
rehsed the market management company, Spook, permission to relocate the market at the 
Shybury Excelsior Stadium car park. 

Forum members expressed their desire to see the continued presence of a market within 
Airdrie and they emphasised that a town centre location was the most preferred option. It was 
suggested that the feasibility of locating the market within the pedestrianised area on Graham 
Street should be investigated. 

Mr Kelly advised the Forum that the Council was presently looking at a number of alternative 
sites for the market including the pedestrianised area. He further advised the Forum that the 
market traders collectively, or a management company acting on their behalf, 
would be required to submit a planning application to the Council seeking permission to re- 
open the market . Mr Kelly concluded by informing the Forum that it was his understanding 
that a number of market traders were considering this option. 

After further discussion, during which the Forum confrmed its support for a market within 
Airdrie town centre, it was agreed that a Sub Group comprising Mr McFarlane and 
Mr Lawrie should visit the existing market to advise traders to approach the Council formally 
to register their interest in continuing to operate the market. 

Mr Maley thanked Mr Kelly for attending the Forum and providing an update to members. 

ii) North Lanarkshire Community Services Plan - Consultation 

Copies of the Council’s Community Services Department consultation document on its 
forward plan for the next ten years had previously been circulated. Miss Lees advised the 
Forum that a number of Forum members had been sent an individual copy of the consultation 
document and she asked if the Forum also wished to submit a response as Airdrie and 
Villages Community Forum. After consideration it was agreed that Forum members had not 
been mandated by their parent organisations to submit their views and accordingly only 
individual organisations or individuals should respond. It was also noted that a significant 
number of Forum members had already responded to the consultation. 
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iii) Monklands Hospital Car Parking Charges 

Mr Maley and Miss Lees informed the Forum that Ms Alexis Douglas from Monklands 
Hospital had agreed to attend the next meeting to discuss the proposed introduction of car 
parking charges at Monklands Hospital however, she was unable to attend the next meeting 
scheduled for 28 June 1999. Forum members discussed alternative dates and it was agreed to 
bring forward the next meeting to 21 June 1999 subject to Ms Douglas’ availability. 

iv) Community Forum Constitution 

Copies of a draft constitution for the Community Forum had previously been circulated. The 
Forum agreed to defer consideration of this item to the next meeting. 

3. - Facilities for Travelling People 

Mr Maley introduced Mr John Gormley, District Manager, North Lanarkshire Council 
Housing and Property Services Department, who had been invited to the meeting to discuss 
facilities for travelling people within North Lanarkshire. 

Mr Gormley advised the Forum that the Secretary of State was responsible for ensuring 
adequate facilities for travelling people and he was advised in this regard by a Travelling 
Persons Committee which includes professionals and representatives from the travelling 
persons community. The Secretary of State sets targets for the number of pitches which each 
local authority should provide and the target figure for North Lanarkshire is 88 pitches. 

Mr Gormley advised the Forum that North Lanarkshire meets its statutory requirement 
through the provision of three Council sites at Annathill, Mossend and Forrest Street, Airdrie, 
in addition to two private sites. 

Mr Gormley continued by informing the Forum that contributory funding to establish the 
travelling persons sites was awarded to the Council by the Scottish Office and accordingly the 
Council must retain these facilities. He further advised the Forum that, whilst there is 
currently no demand for the sites from travelling people, the Scottish Office grant award 
requires that the facilities remain available as the Scottish Office believes the current drop in 
demand is only temporary and that it expects an increase within the short term. 

Mr Gormley concluded by highlighting to the Forum that as long as the Council provides a 
recognised facility for travelling people then those who park illegally elsewhere in North 
Lanarkshire may be moved on. 

Mr Maley thanked Mr Gormley on behalf of the Forum for his informative presentation. 

4. Drug Related Issues Within Airdrie - 

Mr Maley introduced Chief Inspector David Stephen fkom Strathclyde Police who had been 
invited to the Forum to discuss drug related offences within Airdrie. 

The Chief Inspector began by briefly outlining the problem within Airdrie and he described 
the enforcement powers, and associated constraints, available to the Police in dealing with 
drug related offences. 

He described in detail the Force’s successful Drug Team which operates in a proactive way in 
identifying and combatting crime at the outset. The Chief Inspector also outlined the role of 
the Police in providing drugs awareness talks to school pupils and youth groups. 
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Chief Inspector Stephen then went on to explain that drugs related offences are a national 
issue and affect all sectors within the community. He cautioned however, that the misuse of 
alcohol and associated crime remains a greater and more serious issue. 

In concluding, Chief Inspector Stephen urged the local community to work in partnership 
with the Police in tackling drug related incidents and he encouraged local people to report any 
incidents to the Police. 

Mr Maley, on behalf of the Community Forum thanked the Chief Inspector for attending the 
meeting and providing his presentation. 

- 5. LocaI Area Reports 

There were no local area reports. 

- 6. Consideration of Minute of Airdrie Area Committee Meeting of 16 March 1999 

The Community Forum noted the contents of the Minute. 

- 7. Plains Youth Information Project 

Mr McLaughlan requested clarification on the current position regarding Plains Youth 
Information Project and he complained that a full rubbish skip had been left overnight outside 
the project. 

Mr Whelan advised Mr McLaughlan that the skip had been ordered to remove obsolete 
equipment from the project and the company responsible for supplying the skip had not 
removed it at the end of the day as they were supposed to do. Mr Whelan offered to meet 
with Mr McLaughlan at the Youth Information Project to show him around the project and 
explain some of the proposed developments. 

8. Date of Next Meeting - 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.50pm. The date of the next meeting is 
to be confirmed subject to the availability of the representative from Monklands Hospital. 
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MINUTE OF MEETING OF AIRDRIE AND VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY FORUM HELD IN AIRDRIE COMMUNITY 

EDUCATION CENTRE ON 26 JULY 1999 AT 7.30pm 

PRESENT: 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

J Maley, Chairperson; 
J Rintoul, Caldercruix Village; 
E McLaughlan, Plains Community Council; 
E Rolink, Elderly People’s Representative; 
S Andrew, Community Development Organisations’ 
Representative; 
L Buchanan, Clarkston Community Council; 
J Davidson, Local Individual Representative; 
E Nelson, Local Individual Representative; 
J Armstrong, Disabled People’s Representative; 
J Chapman, Hobby and Special Interest Groups 
Representative; 
Dr A Glen, Vice Chairperson; 
Reverend T Pollock, Young People’s Representative; 
N Pettigrew, Young People’s Representative; 
A McGleish, Churches and Religious Groups’ 
Representative; 
E Watt, Greengairs and Wattston. 

J Lees, Chief Executive’s Office; 
Chief Inspector D Stephen, Strathclyde Police; 
A Douglas, Monklands Hospital; 
B Clark, Monklands Hospital; 
P Whelan, Community Services Department. 

APOLOGIES: J Pennie; R Davidson; T McFarlane; W Lawrie; M 
Macpherson. 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

M i  MaIey opened the meeting, welcomed those present and thanked everyone for attending. 
Special introduction was made to Ms Alexis Douglas and Ms Beth Clark from Monklands 
Hospital; Chief Inspector David Stephen from Strathclyde Police; and, Mr Pat Whelan from 
the Community Services Department. Mr Maley thanked the invited guests on behalf of the 
Forum for attending the meeting. 

Mr Maley advised the Forum that a complaint had been received from one member regarding 
the re-scheduling of the meeting and he apologised if this had caused any inconvenience. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF20 MAY 1999 

The Minute was approved as correct. 
Proposed by: J Armstrong; 
Seconded by: E Nelson 

j 1/023/air/j lm3 22 
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3. MATTERS ARTSING FROM MINUTE 

3.1 Airdrie Town Centre 

Miss Lees informed the Forum that she had spoken with Mr Kelly from the Planning 
Environment Department and he had confirmed that the Council was considering a number of 
alternative sites for the re-location of Airdrie market. He had also confirmed receipt of the 
petition submitted by Mr McFarlane and Mr Lawrie supporting the retention of a market in 
Airdrie and this had been passed to the Administration Department to be brought to the 
attention of the Planning and Environment Committee. 

and 

4. MONKLANDS HOSPITAL CAR PARK 

Mr Maley introduced Ms Clark and Ms Douglas to the meeting and advised the Forum that 
the officers from Monklands Hospital had agreed to attend to discuss the proposed car 
parking arrangements due to be introduced at Monklands Hospital. 

Ms Douglas presented a slide show to the Forum, and talked about the factors which had 
caused the current car parlung difficulties at the hospital. She explained that the hospital was 
built in the 1970's and the number of car parking spaces provided was based upon car 
ownership at that time. She further explained that the levels of car ownership had increased 
dramatically since then resulting in too few parking spaces at the hospital. This problem had 
been compounded by the opening of an Outpatients Clinic and Renal Unit at the hospital 
resulting in an even greater demand for car parking spaces. The opportunities to create new 
parking spaces at the hospital were severely restricted due to the unavailability of adjacent 
land. 

Ms Douglas went on to describe further problems caused at the hospital when drivers, unable 
to secure a parking space, parked cars in other non parking areas causing an obstruction. 
These included: 

0 no access for emergency vehicles; 
0 no access for disabled or injured patients; and, 
0 '  no access for the delivery of essential supplies or the collection of clinical waste. 

Ms Douglas summarised that cars were very often simply abandoned within the hospital 
complex. 

Action taken to date by the hospital to address the problem included: 

a the development of a traffic management strategy; 
s links with the Council and Scotrail to explore access solutions; 
3 identifying possible solutions with the Ambulance Service and Strathclyde Police; and, 
3 links with Strathclyde Passenger Transport to examine public transport solutions. 

Ms Clark advised the Forum that in order to address the situation the hospital had entered into 
a partnership venture with First Management to develop practical solutions including a traffic 
management plan and improved security measures for those using the hospital car park. 
Measures include: 

0 dedicated parking spaces for staff, patients and visitors; 
0 priority parking for disabled people and patients attending the hospital; 
0 the creation of a further 100 spaces in the top car park through re-lining; 
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scheme of car parking charges for both staff and visitors; 
trained security staff including an escort for female staff leaving the building during 
darkness; 
reduction in the incidence of illicit parking; 
installation of CCTV system; 
improved signage; 
improved access for emergency services; 
reduction in the incidence of vehicle related crime; 
public transport initiatives; and, 
staff encouraged to consider alternatives to driving to work including car sharing. 

Ms Clark informed the Forum that these proposals and the partnership with First 
Management would be considered by the Trust Board in August. 

Mr Maley thanked Ms Douglas and Ms Clark for their informative presentations and he 
invited members to ask any specific questions. 

Clarification was sought regarding the number of car parking spaces currently available and 
the number of staff who required a car parking space. 

Ms Clark explained that, based on a ratio of 2.5 car parking spaces per bed, the hospital 
should ideally have some 1,200 parking spaces whereas in reality the hospital has currently 
only 600 spaces. She further confirmed that there can be approximately 900 hospital 
employees on duty during particular shift patterns and the peak hours for car parking demand 
occur during 3.00pm and 7.00pm. She further emphasised that the problem is compounded 
by the unavailability of adjacent land on which to build car parking. 

Ms Clark also explained that the hospital had considered the construction of a multi storey car 
park which requires less ground, however, car park operators generally require to be satisfied 
of a guaranteed level of income before any new build and the hospital could not assure 
sufficient revenue from car parlung fees. She also explained that the hospital had piloted the 
use of an overflow car park at the football stadium with a connecting shuttle bus service but 
there was little take up of this. 

Clarification was also sought by the Forum regarding the likely car park charges to be levied. 

Ms Clark explained that staff wishing to use the car park would purchase an annual parking 
permit which must then be displayed on the car at all times whilst parked within the hospital 
grounds. 

The charges levied for other car park users would be based on the capital costs required to 
implement the scheme and Ms Clark advised that First Management aim to keep profits to the 
minimum. She suggested that charges may be in the region of 5Op per hour and she advised 
that those patients entitled to free hospital visits could also have any hospital car parking 
charges paid. 

Ms Clark concluded by informing the Forum that First Management would be responsible for 
imposing car park charges and for monitoring any abuse of the scheme. 

The discussion ended with Forum members criticising the incidence of non-orange badge 
holders using parking spaces reserved for disabled drivers. 

Mr Maley thanked Ms Clark and Ms Douglas for attending and suggested that it was un- 
necessary for them to remain until the end of the meeting. 
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5 .  CONSIDERATION OF COMMUNITY FORUM CONSTITUTION 

Forum members spent some time considering the draft Community Forum constitution. A 
number of minor amendments were made to Sections 1 to 4 inclusive and Miss Lees agreed 
to amend the constitution accordingly. It was further agreed that the Forum would consider 
the remaining sections of the Constitution at its next meeting. 

6. LOCAL AREA REPORTS 

6.1 Traffic Management in Airdrie 

Forum members expressed concern that the restricted car parking opportunities at Monklands 
Hospital may result in increased car parking within Airdrie Town Centre. 

Concern was also expressed by representatives from the Clarkston area regarding the volume 
and speed of traffic using Forrest Street. The problem is exacerbated by the number of heavy 
goods vehicles using this as a route to the landfill siteships. 

After discussion it was agreed to include traffic management issues on the Agenda of the next 
Forum meeting and to invite Mr Kelly, the Divisional Manager from the Planning and 
Environment Department to attend the meeting. 

6.2 Greengairs Open Cast 

Mrs Watt informed the Forum that the Secretary of State had granted approval for the 
development of an open cast coal mine at Greengairs and the Community Forum noted its 
concerns regarding this. 

7 .  IDENTIFICATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Forum members identified the following issues to be included on the Agenda of the next 
Community Forum meeting: 

7.1 
7.2 

Anti bullying and promotion of integration’ initiatives between schools; and, 
Erection of mobile phone transmitters and telecommunication towers. 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

8.1 Review of North Lanarkshire Council Scheme of Decentralisation. 

Mr Maley summarised the contents of a letter he had received from the Council’s Director of 
Community Services intimating that the Council was considering reducing the number of 
Area Committees in light of the findings of the recent review of Decentralisation and also the 
boundary changes. The letter invited comments on the Council’s proposals with a submission 
deadline of 10 September 1999. The Forum agreed that a Sub-Group comprising: Mr Maley; 
Dr Glen; Mr J Davidson; Mr McLaughlan; Mrs Buchanan; and Mr Rintoul, should meet to 
formulate the response from Airdrie and Villages Community Forum. 

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 7 September 1999 at 7.30pm in Airdrie Community Education Centre. 

j1/023/air/jlm322 
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MINUTE OF MEETING OF AIRDRIE A N D  VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY FORUM HELD IN AIRDRIE COMMUNITY 

EDUCATION CENTRE ON 7 SEPTEMBER 1999 AT 7.30pm 

.PRESENT: J Maley, Chairperson; 
L Buchanan, Clarkston Community Council; 
A McGleish, Churches & Religious Groups; 
E Rolink, Elderly People’s Representative; 
W Lawrie, Cairnhill/Coatdyke Community Council; 
E Nelson, Local Individual Representative; 
J Armstrong, Disabled People’s Representative; 
T McFarlane, Gartlea Community Council; 
E McLaughlan, Plains Community Council; 
J Rintoul, Caldercruix Village; 
M Macpherson, Pre-5’s and Children’s Representative; 
Nancy Chambers, Longnggend Community Council; 
R Davidson, Local Individual Representative; 
J Davidson, Local Individual Representative; 
0 McAvoy, Salsburgh Community Council; 
H McColl, Salsburgh Village. 
N Pettigrew, Young People’s Representative 

IN ATTENDANCE: H McFaulds, Craigneuk; J Horn, Craigneuk; 
C McCrimmon, Craigneuk. 
J Lees, Chief Executive’s Office; 
A Ferguson, Education Department; 
G Mackay, Planning and Environment Department. 

APOLOGIES: T Pollock; A Green; S Andrew; E Watt; 
Chief Inspector Stephen; P Whelan; P Kelly; R Parry; and 
E McHugh. 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Mr Maley opened the meeting and welcomed those present. He introduced and welcomed Ms Horn, 
Ms McFaulds and Mr McCrimmon from Craigneuk who were attending the Community Forum 
meeting for the first time. Mr Maley also introduced Mr Mackay, Transportation Manager, North 
Lanarkshire Council and Mr Ferguson, Education Adviser, North Lanarkshire Council. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF 26 JULY 1999 

Section 4: Monklands Hospital Car Park. 

Mrs Buchanan requested that the Minute be amended to note that the Community Forum had 
suggested that the Hospital Trust investigate the feasibility of building a two storey car park and also 
the possibility to build new car parking at Cherry Bank or the Football Park or the land adjacent to the 
Territorial Army premises. 
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Section 6.2: Greengairs Open Cast 

Miss Lees advised the Forum that the reference to The Secretary of State for Scotland should be 
amended to read “First Minister.” 

Thereafter the Minute was approved. 

- Proposed by: J Rintoul 
Seconded by: J Armstrong 

3. VARIATION IN ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr Maley intimated that he intended to vary the order of business and deal with Agenda Items 5, 6 
and 7 in order to allow Mr Mackay and Mr Ferguson to leave the meeting. 

4. TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ISSUES IN AIRDRIE 

4.1 Monklands Hospital Car Park 

I 
Mr Mackay advised the Forum that the Council’s Planning and Environment Department had 
written to the Hospital Trust suggesting the following measures to address the car parking 
difficulties: 

i> North Lanarkshire Council Housing and Property Services to create 6 driveways on 
Manor Drive to reduce on-street parking. Manor Drive and Monks Court to be 
linked to improve circulation. Hospital Trust has been requested to consider funding 
these proposals as part of its traffic management strategy; and, 

ii) Restricted access for hospital deliveries. 

Mr McFarlane, in response to the previous comment regarding the possibility of creating car 
parking at the Football Park intimated that the land was privately owned and comprised deep 
moss thereby making it unsuitable for construction. Mr Lawrie also advised that the land at 
the Territorial Army premises was Government owned and the adjacent trees were the 
subject of a conservation order. 

Mr Mackay advised that the costs for constructing a second tier car park would be expensive. 

Forum members spent some time discussing the car parking proposals and concern was 
expressed that the Forum had no updated information. It was agreed by a majority decision 
of 7 votes to 2 that the Forum should continue to pursue the car parking issue. 

Miss Lees reminded the Forum that at the previous meeting Ms Clark, from Monklands 
Hospital Trust, had intimated that the Hospital Trust was due to consider the car parking 
proposals including the partnership with First Management at its August meeting. She 
suggested that the Forum write to Ms Clark asking if any decisions had been agreed at this 
meeting. The Forum agreed to this suggestion. 

4.2 Forrest Street, Clarkston 

Mr Mackay advised the Forum that the Department was aware of traffic issues in Clarkston. 
He informed members that funds were identified within the Department’s Capital 
Programme bid to address accident sites and one of these was Forrest Street. Subject to the 
approval of the Capital Programme submission and the necessary funds being granted, the 
improvement works would commence. 
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Mr Mackay reminded members of Clarkston Community Council that he was still awaiting a 
response from the Community Council after his meeting with them to discuss proposals. 

Mrs Buchanan agreed to pursue this matter. 

Mr Mackay also informed the Forum that a recent traffic speed check carried out by his 
Department, after an enquiry from the local MSP, showed the average speed in Connor Street 
to be 19 miles per hour. 

4.3 Other Traffic Management Issues 

i> 

ii) 

iii) 

Craigneuk 

Ms Horn asked if there had been any progress in relation to controlling traffic at the 
junction of Craigneuk Avenue and Carlisle Road. She understood that it was 
proposed to construct a roundabout however there had been no progress in this 
matter for more than a year. 

Mr Mackay replied that the original planning consent granted to Airdrieonians in 
respect of the football stadium required the football club to erect traffic lights at 
locations adjacent to the ground. Since then, this agreement had been superceded by 
a decision that Strathclyde Police would control the traffic. Mr Mackay agreed to try 
and obtain further updated information for the Forum. 

Mr Maley asked if there was a local Community Council in Craigneuk which could 
take up the traffic issue, and Ms Horn advised him that there was not. She referred to 
the local Craigneuk and Petersburn Initiative but explained that this is largely 
concerned with economic issues. 

Ms Horn also expressed concern about the disrepair of the footpaths and pavements 
at the football ground and Mr Mackay agreed to investigate this matter. 

Mr Maley intimated that the Community Forum would be happy to take up the traffic 
and roads related issues in Craigneuk in the absence of a local Community Council. 

Moffat View Play Area, Plains 

Mr McLaughlan expressed his concern at the apparent lack of co-ordination between Council 
departments which has resulted in the car parking area for the changing facility at Moffat 
View Football Park being constructed near to the children’s play area. 

Mr Mackay agreed that parking adjacent to play areas is a problem and he agreed to 
look at the site. 

Puffin Crossing, Weavers Road 

Mr Lawrie raised the matter of the recent tragic fatalities at the new crossing on 
Weaver’s Road. He explained that this was a Puffin Crossing which is new, and 
different in both design and operation to the existing style of Pelican Crossing in 
other parts of Airdrie. Mr Lawrie suggested that both motorists and pedestrians are 
unfamiliar in using a Puffin Crossing and this may be a contributory factor to the 
fatalities and other accidents. 
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Mr Mackay explained that Puffin Crossings have been introduced by the 
Government to try and improve pedestrian safety. Detectors on the pavement pick 
up the arrival of pedestrians and stop the traffic. Similar detectors are located on the 
island mid-way across the Crossing and pedestrians are required to wait on the island 
until the “Green Man” lights to show them that it is safe to cross the remaining half 
of the road. Mr Mackay also advised that the “Red and Green Man” signs were sited 
at mid height on the posts at the Crossing rather than at the top of posts on the 
opposite sides of the road and this is different to the current Pelican Crossing. 

Mr Mackay further explained that the proximity of the Crossing to the roundabout 
requires there to be a split in the Crossing with an island mid-way. He also advised 
that anti-skid surface had been laid on the road at the Crossing and safe to cross 
indicators for hard of hearing had been installed. 

Mr Lawrie suggested that local people were unfamiliar in using this type of crossing 
and he suggested that some form of education or information campaign was required 
to raise awareness and promote understanding. 

Mr McFarlane highlighted that in the same area there is no pavement between 
Gartlea and the Railway Station resulting in pedestrians walking on the grass verge 
and then going on to the road to get around the Crossing’s barrier. Mr Mackay 
recognised this problem and agreed to investigate potential measures to address 
safety including improved signage relating to the Crossing and the pavement issue. 

iv) Traffic Volume and Speed Counts 

Mr McLaughlan asked at what time of the day traffic counts were taken. Mr Mackay 
advised that these were carried out between 8.00am and 6.00pm, or where the need 
for a Crossing was being assessed, at four peak times during the day. 

5. ANTIBULLYING AND INTEGRATION INITIATIVES IN SCHOOLS 

Mr Ferguson began by introducing himself and his remit within the Education Department. 

Mr Ferguson explained that bullying is an age old problem and it is important to address the issue 
through a co-ordinated approach involving teacher training and communication with pupils and their 
parents. 

He continued by referring to the Bullying Awareness Resource Pack and video produced by the 
former Strathclyde Regional Council and a more recent awareness leaflet which has been published 
by North Lanarkshire Council and is due to be circulated to schools later in the month. Mr Ferguson 
went on to explain that the Council requires all schools to produce and adopt a policy in relation to 
bullying which is known to all those involved - teachers, pupils and parents. Mr Ferguson informed 
the Forum that 24 of the 26 secondary schools in North Lanarkshire now have a policy, with a draft 
policy prepared in the remaining two schools. 75% of primary schools have adopted their policy and 
the Department is actively encouraging the remaining primary schools to compile their own policy as 
a matter of priority. 

Mr Ferguson also advised that Childline operates a telephone helpline and a card detailing the 
Childline phone number is issued to all primary 7 and first year pupils. 

Mr Ferguson then continued to discuss the issue of sectarianism within schools. He emphasised that 
discrimination takes a number of forms and includes discriminating against people because of their 
colour, appearance, or speech. A number of joint events between denominational and non- 
denominational schools are organised to try and combat sectarian issues. 
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In terms of discrimination and bullying, the most vulnerable or “at r i sk ”  children are those moving to 
a new school and a package of support is provided including discussion with parents and Guidance 
Staff available to work with and support the child. 

Mr Ferguson concluded by saying that he would be happy to answer any questions or discuss 
particular matters with Forum members. 

Forum members recognised that sectarianism is a deep-rooted issue which will not be eradicated 
overnight. It was suggested that the enforcement of a school uniform rule would prevent children 
from wearing football colours however, it was also argued that it is possible to identify particular 
schools by the uniform worn. 

Mrs Macpherson asked how the Department proposed to distribute the antibullying leaflet. Mr 
Ferguson replied that supplies would be made available to all schools, Parent Teacher Associations, 
School Boards and Citizens Advice Bureaux. A copy will also be included within the individual 
school handbook. 

Mr Lawrie commended the Department on the publication of the leaflet and suggested that it be made 
available to other local authorities as an example of good practice. 

Dr Glen asked how the Education Department monitored that the individual school’s anti-bullying 
policy was being implemented and she also asked about measures or initiatives to deal with those 
pupils who were bullying others. 

Mr Ferguson replied that schools are surveyed on a regular basis to determine the effectiveness of 
their policy. In addition, consultation with parents is undertaken. He continued to explain that 
guidance staff work directly with those pupils who are bullying and it is important to be aware that 
there may be causal factors or problems within the home which result in the child behaving in this 
way. 

Dr Glen continued to ask if a mentoring system was used to support those children who are being 
bullied or moving from another school and Mr Ferguson replied that this is used to good effect. 

Mr McFarl-ane emphasised his support for the leaflet and advised that he would raise the matter with 
Gartlea Community Council for information purposes. He suggested that the Community Forum 
may wish to organise a special public meeting in partnership with the Education Department to 
highlight further the issue of bullying and the production of the leaflet. 

Ms Horn commented that bullying is not limited to schools and a number of incidents take place 
within the local communities or young people’s disco’s. 

Mr Maley concluded the discussion by confirming that the Forum would be happy to organise a 
public meeting in partnership with the Education Department but he suggested that this be deferred 
until November to allow the leaflets to be distributed throughout the schools. He suggested that Miss 
Lees and Mr Ferguson liaise in this matter. 

Mr Maley thanked Mr Ferguson for his informative presentation and advised that the Forum looked 
forward to working with the Department in the future. 

5. ERECTION OF TRANSMITTERS/TELECOMCATION TOWERS 

Mr Maley invited Mr Mackay to provide the Forum with information in relation to the erection of 
transmitters and telecommunication towers. 
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Mr Mackay advised that planning permission is only required for those aerials in excess of 15metres. 
Aerials below this height may be erected under licence. 

He continued to explain that where a proposed aerial exceeding 20metres is to be erected , then 
relevant details must be advertised publicly. 

Within North Lanarkshire, Mr Mackay explained that all planning applications for the erection of 
- aerials over 1 5metres must be presented and considered by the Council’s Planning and Environment 
Committee. He further advised that at its most recent meeting the Committee had taken the decision 
to refuse planning permission for the siting of masts on any Council owned land or properties. In 
addition, the Committee had further agreed to establish a Working Group comprising representatives 
from all relevant Council Departments to investigate fully all issues and legislation in relation to 
transmitter aerials. This Working Group will report its findings to a future meeting of the Planning 
and Environment Committee. 

Mr Rintoul expressed concern about the health risks from telecommunication masts regardless of the 
height of the mast. 

Mr Lawrie advised that North Lanarkshire is a particularly suitable location for the siting of masts and 
aerials due to its central location and the height of the land around Shotts and 
Caldercruifiongriggend. 

Mr McLaughlan requested clarification on the number of aerials which may be sited on an individual 
mast and Mr Mackay agreed to investigate this. 

Ms Horn sought information on the mast that has recently been erected within Petersburn area, and 
Mrs Rolink asked for further information on the Generator Box sited on Station Road. Mr Mackay 
commented that the safety concerns regarding Generator Boxes are similar to those for 
telecommunication masts and he agreed to try and obtain further information in relation to both 
matters. 

In concluding the discussion, Mr Maley and Dr Glen suggested that it would be useful to have a list of 
the locations of all those masts in North Lanarkshire in excess of 15metres and Mr Mackay agreed to 
try and obtain this. 

There being no other related queries, Mr Maley thanked Mr Mackay on behalf of the Forum for 
attending the meeting, providing very useful information, and agreeing to check out those concerns 
and queries raised by Forum members. .- 

8. 

8.1 

8.2 

LOCAL AREA REPORTS 

Proposed Go-Kart Track 

Mrs Macpherson inquired if any Forum members knew of proposals to site a Go-Kart track 
on Graham Street at the Somerfield and former Safeway store. 

Miss Lees agreed to pursue this and it was noted that the Forum would object to such a 
proposal. 

Public Footpath, Gartlea 

Mr McFarlane requested clarification on the suggestion that the footbridge from Adam 
Avenue to Gartlea be closed. Miss Lees agreed to check this with the Council’s Housing and 
Property Services Department. 
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8.3 Environmental Issues 

Members raised complaints regarding the levels of litter within Airdrie and in particular at 
Airdrie Baths. Concern was also expressed that Scotrail clean out trains by sweeping debris 
directly on to the tracks. 

9. FORUM CONSTITUTION 

The second draft of the suggested constitution was discussed and after minor changes to Sections 5f; 
5; 6a; and 9, the constitution was approved. 

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

10.1 Timetable for Meetings 

Mr Lawrie suggested that the Forum may require to meet more frequently given the volume 
of business dealt with at the meeting, or, as an alternative, the Forum should convene special 
meetings for invited guestshpeakers. After discussion the Forum agreed to continue to 
operate on a six weekly cycle as per the constitution, but to convene special meetings for 
invited guests or particular issues where appropriate. 

11. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 20 October 1999 at 7.30pm 
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MINUTE OF MEETING OF AIRDRIE AND VILLAGES 
COMMUNITY FORUM HELD IN AIRDRIE COMMUNITY 

EDUCATION CENTRE ON 20 OCTOBER 1999 

PRESENT: J Maley, Chairperson; 
A Glen, Vice Chairperson; 
E Nelson, Local Individual Representative; 
A McGleish, Churches and Religious Groups; 
S Andrew, Community Development Organisations; 
0 McAvoy, Salsburgh Community Council; 
E McLaughlin, Plains Community Council; 
T McFarlane, Gartlea Communtiy Council; 
W Lawrie, CairnhilKoatdyke Community Council; 
M Macpherson, Pre 5’s and Children’s Representative; 
E Watt, Greengairs Village; 
L Buchanan, Clarkston Community Council; and, 
N Pettigrew, Young Person’s Representative. 

IN ATTENDANCE: J Lees, Chief Executive’s Office; 
P Kelly, Planning and Environment Department. 

APOLOGIES: J h s t r o n g ;  E Rolink; T Pollock; A Chapman; H McColl; 
J Rintoul; N Chambers; and R Parry. 

I d  b 

1. 

2. 

i> 

ii) 

WELCOME AMD INTRODUCTION 

Mr Maley opened the meeting, welcomed those present and thanked everyone for 
attending. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Page 4; Para 2; Puffin Crossing, Weavers Road. 
Mr Lawrie advised that anti-skid surface had not been laid. Mr Kelly confirmed that 
this work, together with improved signage, had been instructed but not yet 
started. 

Page 4; Para 8; Bullying Awareness Leaflet. 
Mr Lawrie advised that he was aware of at least four primary schools which had not 
received the bullying awareness leaflets. 

The amended minute was then approved. 
Proposed by: N Pettigrew; 
Seconded by: M Macpherson. 
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3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTE 

3.1 Monklands Hospital Car Park 
Mr Maley circulated copies of a letter he had sent to Monklands Hospital requesting 
an update on any decisions taken by the Hospital Board in relation to the introduction 
of car parking charges and traffic management proposals. He advised that he had not 
received a reply to the letter. 

After discussion it was agreed that Mr Maley should contact the Hospital by 
telephone to receive an update and also to invite a representative from the Hospaital 
Board to attend a special meeting of the Forum to discuss the matter further. 

3.2 Traffic Management Issues 

i> Flyposting 
Forum members complained about Safeway and other traders erecting signs illegally 
on the railings at the roundabout and on the posts adjacent to the new Puffin 
Crossing. It was highlighted that this is at least an eyesore, and more importantly, 
causes a distraction and visiblity obstruction when driving. Mr Lawrie suggested 
that if a number of residents complain to Safeway about the issue the company may 
stop this practice. 

Mrs Buchanan asked if enforcement action could not be taken against those putting 
up illegal signs or posters. 

. 

Mr Kelly explained that the Council removes all illegal signs and posters on a 
monthly basis and whilst many such signs are immediately put up again by the 
companies concerned, it is hoped that the Council’s action in continuously removing 
these will eventually discourage fly-posting. Mr Kelly further explained that the cost 
of raising individual enforcement actions against all those individuals or small 
companies caught flyposting is prohibitive. The Council does however, pursue this 
line of action for major companies or those where there is a strong case and 
evidence. 

ii) Road Safety 
Mrs Watt highlighted the incidence of drivers disobeying the traffic light red light 
command at the crossing on Weavers Road and she suggested that a “driver 
education campaign” should be introduced. 

Mr Lawrie requested clarification on the option to install one of the new style Puffin 
Crossings on Weavers Road. Mr Kelly advised that the Airdrie Area Committee had 
campaigned for the installation of a pedestrian crossing and the Puffin style had been 
selected since it provides increased priority for pedestrians whilst the traditional 
Pelican crossing prioritises vehicles. Mr Kelly further advised that the Council had 
submitted an article to the local press describing the new crossing and advising both 
pedestrians and drivers in its usage. 

Forum members expressed concern about safety issues in relation to the new 
crossing and after further discussion Miss Lees and Mr Kelly agreed to undertake a 
safety audit. 
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3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

4. 

Telecommunication Aeriels 

Mr Kelly reminded Forum members of the current legislation relating to the erection 
of telecommunication aeriels. Mast in excess of 15 metres in height require planning 
permission, whilst those under this height may be erected under licence granted by 
the Scottish Executive. Within North Lanarkshire, the Council has agreed that no 
masts will be erected on Council owned land or buildings. 

Mr Kelly further advised that the Council is currently trying to undertake an audit of 
the location of all masts within the authority and whilst this is simple for those mast 
which have required planning permisssion, the task of identifying all smaller masts 
requires the co-operation of all operators and companies. He confirmed that the 
Council is also trying to obtain this information from the Scottish Executive. 

Mr Kelly continued to explain that the Scottish Executive is currently tightening 
legislation in relation to this issue and he advised that the Council had made 
representation to the Scottish Executive in this regard. 

Forum members highlighted the increased prevalence of telecommunication aeriels 
within the surrounding area given the altitude and proximity to major communication 
networks. Concern was expressed regarding the potential health risks arising fiom 
proximity to the masts. It was agreed that the Forum would monitor this issue and 
keep informed of any new developments, issues or legislative changes. 

Proposed Go Kart Track 
Forum members were advised that the temporary Go-Kart track which had operated 
one Saturday on Graham Street did not require planning permission since it was not a 
permanent feature. 

Gartlea Footpath 
Miss Lees advised Forum members that the footpath between Adam Avenue and 
Gartlea would remain open following the recent survey conducted by the Council’s 
Housing and Property Services Department. 

Environmental Is sues 
The Forum agreed to invite a representative fiom the Council’s Environmental 
Services Section to the next meeting to discuss environmental issues and in 
particular, the risks and most appropriate action to take when dropped syringes are 
found. 

Adoption of Constitution 
The amended constitution was duly agreed and signed by the Chairperson and Vice 
Chairperson. 

AIRDRIE TOWN CENTRE RE-DEVELOPMENT 

Mr Maley invited Mr Kelly to outline the progress to date in terms of the re- 
development of Airdrie town centre. 

Mr Kelly began by reminding Forum members that Phase One of the re-development 
must proceed during this financial year since the capital funding required is secured. 
He expalined that much of the Phase One work was the installation of street furniture 
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5. 

5.1 

5.2 

5.3 

5.4 

5.5 

5.6 

5.7 

and landscaping including, setting down monobloc, planting trees, erecting fencing 
and summer seats. He then went on to explain that the next stages of the re- 
development would be the subject of detailed consultation including a series of 
meetings, information flyers distributed to local shops and businesses, and the 
opportunity to view the plans and 3-D models in the library during November. Mr 
Kelly informed the Forum that details would also be issued to Airdrie and villages 
Councillors, Community Councils and publicicsed in the local press. 

LOCAL AREA REPORTS 

Greengairs 
Mrs Watt advised the Forum that Greengairs village had been successfully awarded 
funding from the Landfill Tax and Shanks to carry out environmental improvements. 
Mr Maley, on behalf of the Forum congratulated Greengairs villagers on their 
achievements. 

North Calder Heritage Trail 
Dr Glen informed the Forum that she had attended the opening of the North Calder 
Heritage Trail and she encouraged members to make use of the walkway. 

Community Councils 
Mr McAvoy asked if other Community Councils had been requested to route all 
correspondence to the Council via the Administration Department. Concern was 
expressed that this may delay un-necessarily the time taken to respond to matters. 
Miss Lees agreed to contact the Administration Department regarding this and report 
back accordingly. 

Community Planning Seminar 
Dr Glen asked if representatives had received notification of the Community 
Planning workshop to be held in the Town Hall on 26 October 1999. Miss Lees 
advised that details had been issued to all community and voluntary groups on the 
Airdne and villages mailing list. 

North Lanarkshire Residents Survey 
Mrs Buchanan asked for clarification regarding the North Lanarkshire Council 
survey which had been reported in a recent edition of the local press. Miss Lees 
advised that this was the residents survey which was a major piece of consumer 
research designed to provide the Council with information about local needs, 
priorities, and residents’ perceptions of North Lanarkshire Council. She agreed to 
provide more detailed information for the next Forum meeting. 

Plains 
In answer to a query from Mr McLaughlin regarding the Dalmacoulter extension, Mr 
Kelly advised that the Council was embarking upon a review of its waste 
management strategy of which that would be a part. 

Gartlea 
Mr McFarlane complained about the incidence of taxicabs sounding their horns in 
built-up areas after 11.00pm when uplifting passengers. It was suggested that as a 
solution the taxi companies could be requested to ask drivers to call back to the 
office when outside the pick-up address and office staff could then telephone the 
passengers. 
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6.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

i> 
ii) Anti -bullying awareness meeting: 

Forum meeting:Tnursday 2 December 1999 at 7.30pm 
Date to be arranged with Education Dept 


