
KILSYTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minute of meeting held on 16 March 2005 

PRESENT: Margot MacMillan Aileen Fleming Alex Machray Rita Brown 
Gordon Letham John Freebairn John Smithson Alan Stevenson 
George Barclay Ian Jarvis 

ALSO PRESENT: Councillor Jean Jones Community Police Officers (part-time) 
Local Press 

1. APOLOGIES: Betty Currie Brim Taylor Jean McLachlan Hugh D.empsey 

2. POLICE REPORT 

Constables David Cormack and Colin Wiseman provided a brief police report. A new 
initiative focussing on vandalism will be launched within the next few weeks. The 
Community Police Officers will visit local schools to talk to pupils as part of the 
initiative. Kilsyth and District Crime Prevention Panel has now been re-constituted 
and volunteer members will be made very welcome. The Community Police Officers 
have recently taken delivery of a new BMW motorcycle to cover outlying areas. The 
issue of speeding on Stirling Road was raised. A recent survey associated with the 
planning application for Cavalry Park had indicated an average speed of 34 mph but 
the speed of individual vehicles varied dramatically. The police officers stated that 
they were to receive training on the use of hand held speed detectors within the next 
month or so. It was also suggested that it would be useful if the Community Council 
were to write to the Traffic Department at Motherwell to raise this matter and enquire 
if temporary speed cameras could be fitted, The Secretary raised the issue of air guns 
and replica weapons being on sale within the town. The officers shared her concern 
and had actively tried to discourage traders from selling the guns. They suggested that 
the Community Council should write to local shopkeepers expressing their concerns. 
The Chairman thanked the police officers for their attendance at the meeting. 

3. REPRESENTATIVES FROM COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

The Chairman introduced 4 representatives from NLC Community Services 
Department who had been invited to discuss the issues around playing fields and 
associated facilities in Kilsyth. The Chairman invited John Freebairn to open the 
discussion. 

1. 

2 .  

The changing facilities at Burngreen Park have been out of order for 
approximately 1 year with the result that the playing field has not been in 
general use over this period. Mr Colin Walker, Community Services, said no 
budget was available to cover the cost of repairing the existing facilities. 
However, he suggested that it might be possible to look at converting the 
playing field back to grass in the foreseeable future. 
The playing fields at Bogside Park will disappear when the new primary 
school is built. These will be replaced with a single strip playing area as part 
of the new school facilities. The teams using the existing playing fields feel 
strongly that the new area will be totally inadequate. The council 
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representatives indicated that it might be possible to provide an additional 
playing area once the existing school is demolished. 

3. Councillor Jones confirmed that some E6,OOO of work had been carried out on 
the existing facilities at Bogside Park. Councillor Jones also confirmed that 
she was making enquiries regarding the possible development of the playing 
field facilities at Kilsyth Academy where around &6m was being spent. 

4. The Secretary raised the issue of access to Kilsyth swimming pool and 
swimming classes. It would appear that people from outside the district are 
using the facilities and this could be one reason for the problems in local 
people being able to use the pool. Mr Walker stated that more training courses 
were planned, including during the summer holidays, and the booking process 
was also being improved. This will result in more training courses being made 
available for all grades with weighting towards the learning grades. 

The Chairman thanks the representatives for attending and invited them to stay for the 
next part of the meeting. 

4. Mr MICHAEL MATHESON, MSP 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Matheson to the meeting and invited him to address the 
members. Mr Matheson is the Scottish National Party’s Spokesman for Culture and 
Sport. Mr Matheson thanked the Community Council for their invitation to attend and 
commented on the number of members in attendance. He believed that Community 
Councils had an important part to play in the local democratic process and that he 
would support any move by local authorities to involve Community Councils in 
deciding where funds should be spent in their own local areas. Mr Matheson invited 
questions, 

a. John Freebaim asked if the bid by London to host the 2012 Olympics 
were to be successful, would this result in a reduction of funding for 
sports in Scotland. Mr Matheson thought that up to &30m, mainly in 
lottery hnding, could be lost. 

b. Ian Jarvis asked how the many political quangos surrounding the 
Executive could be held more accountable. Mr Matheson felt there 
were too many of these unelected groups and that it was very difficult 
to pin down who was actually in charge. He also said that they were 
often used to deflect pressure from front line politicians. 

c. The Chairman asked why MSPs seemed reluctant to provide 
information on their expense accounts whilst other bodies like NLC 
seemed to be taking the Freedom of Information Act very seriously. 
Mr Matheson responded that personally he had no problem with 
making information available but that he understood why some MSPs 
would not want to make specific details available such as individual 
staff salaries. He reminded members that if information was not being 
provided, the public could appeal any decision and if this was 
unsuccessful they could then raise the matter with the Information 
Commissioner. 

The Chairman thanked Mr Matheson for attending and invited him to stay for the next 
part of the meeting. 

5 .  MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
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Mr Jim Gall and Ms Jean Macdonald attended the meeting. Mr Gall stated that they 
had organised a petition on the lack of progress and the totally unacceptable state of 
the Waterfall Village site. No progress had been made on the site for at least 14 
months. Another major concern was that a number of public rights of way had been 
blocked. The petition had been passed to NLC Planning Department on 2 March 
2005.There was no obvious solution and Mr Gall and Ms Macdonald requested the 
support of the Community Council. This was agreed unanimously. Ian Jarvis stated 
that the Local Access Forum and Kilsyth and Villages Forum had previously make 
representations to NLC regarding this site with little apparent success. It was agreed 
that the Secretary should write to NLC Planning Department expressing our grave 
concerns and also highlighting the loss of rights of way and the health and safety 
issues posed by the site, especially for young children who could easily access the 
area. It was noted that the next meeting of NLC Planning and Environment 
Committee was scheduled to take place on 13 April 2005. The Chairman thanked Mr 
Gall and Ms Macdonald for their attendance and invited them to stay on for the next 
part of the meeting. 
The Chairman reported that a number of letters had been received from members of 
the public raising issues such as the state of the Garrell Burn and other areas in the 
town. One letter enquired as to what plans were in place to safeguard the Main Street 
from vandalism once the refurbishment work was completed. Councillor Jones 
confirmed that a pilot programme to employ community wardens did not include 
Kilsyth at this stage. Councillor Jones agreed to forward a copy of the roll out 
programme to the Secretary who would then write to NLC on the matter. 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 16 FEBRUARY 2005 

John Freebairn felt that more detail should have been recorded in the February minute 
on the issues that were discussed prior to the adoption of the January minute. The 
Minute Secretary said that he would add more detail to the minute if members agreed 
that this was necessary. A short discussion took place and the general feeling was that 
no change to the minute was necessary. Accordingly, Gordon Letham, seconded by 
John Smithson adopted the minute. 

7. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTE 

No specific matters were discussed arising from the minute. 

8. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Gordon Letham reported the balance as follows: - 
Community Council Funds &2,019.81 
Christmas Pageant Funds E3 18.00 
Gordon also provided a detailed reconciliation on Project Funds. This coiifirnied that 
the Project Fund balance is now zero. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE - CHAIRMAN $L SECRETARY 

Copy of each is attached. 
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The Secretary had received a reply from NLC regarding the fitting of loop hearing 
systems in public halls within the town. Budget constraints meant a new loop hearing 
system would be fitted to Burngreen Hall but not at other locations at this time. 

10. DRAFT STANDING ORDERS 

The Chairman reminded members that following the special meeting held on Saturday 
19 February, a draft set of standing orders had been distributed to all members. A 
further revised draft had subsequently been distributed to all members for their 
consideration. Members agreed that the most recent draft should be adopted. The 
Secretary will send a copy to NLC Administration Department, requesting approval of 
the new standing orders. 

1 1. PLANNING MATTERS 

Various planning applications were noted. 

12. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

The Chairman advised that The Friends of Burngreen AGM would take place on 12 
April 2005. Planting of wild flowers will take place in the Burngreen area on 16 April 
2005. 

13. T O W  CENTRE 

a. Farmers Market. Gordon Letham explained that there had been some delays in 
finalising the new leaflet promoting the Market and hoped that these would be 
available for the April Market. 

b. Notice Board. The Secretary reminded members that the notice board adjacent 
to the Lid1 Supermarket had now been in use for several months. It was 
suggested that larger notices detailing, for example, the dates of our meetings 
and a reminder that minutes could be viewed at Kilsyth Library might be more 
useful and easier to maintain. The Secretary had asked Brian Taylor to 
consider takmg on the responsibility of maintaining the information posted on 
the board. The Chairman asked John Smithson if he would consider assisting 
Brian in this duty. 

14. A.O.C.B. 

Gordon Letham requested that we agree the Coinmunity Council meeting dates for the 
next year to allow hall bookings to be confiimed. It was agreed that all meetings 
would be held on the 3"d Wednesday of the month, with no meeting in July and the 
December meeting held on Wednesday 14 December 2005. Gordon also said that he 
had asked Alex Machray to provide some assistance in the administration side of the 
Farmers Markets. Members agreed to this small change in responsibilities. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting on Wednesday 20 April 2005 will commep~ce at 7pm with the 
AGM f~lloweal by the normal monthly meeting. 
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