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I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minutes of the Cumbernauld Community Forum 
meeting to the Area Committee. The minutes of 22 February 2005 and 22 March 2005 are 
attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Area Committee is requested to note the minutes of the meeting held by the 
Cumbernauld Community Forum. 
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Cumbernauld Community Forum 
Meetincr held on Tuesday 22 February 2005 

In attendance Ailsa Clunie 
Sam Mitchell 
C hristop her Kay 
Jimmy McKechnie 
lan Thom 
Jim Watson 
Gordon Wright 
Rose Bowie 
Bob Johnstone 
Ramsay Kyle 
Alan Sneddon 
Alice Homer 
Hugh Gough 
Angi Inch 

Craigmarloch Community Council 
JAG 
Craigmarloch Community Council 
Darroch Way Residents Association 
CTA 
NLC Planning & Environment 
Westerwood Community Council 
Carbrain Tenants Association 
Condorrat Community Council 
Balloc h Eastfield Community Cou nci I 
JAG 
Carbrain & Hillcrest Community Council 
Carbrain Learning Centre Trust 
GMFRA 

Apologies May Hardy Kenilworth Patient Partner Group 
Yvonne McDermott Kenilworth Patient Partner Group 

2 Chair Opening Remarks 

2.1 Tom Reilly welcomed everyone to the meeting 

2.2 Tom stated that there had been no contact from Poverty Alliance. It is hoped that they 
could address a meeting later in the year. 

2.3 Jim Watson was asked about progress regarding issues raised by the bus tour. He 
stated that there had been some progress but not as much as hoped. At this point one 
department had not responded. He will report back to further meeting with responses from 
all departments involved. 

2.4 It had been hoped that a representative on behalf of the Antonine Centre, Town Centre 
would have been contacted. There has been no further information to report as the 
company is still in the process of installing services to the site. Jim Watson will e-mail lan 
Nisbet to confirm the status of the project. He also stated that it was hoped that further 
publicity was to be sought so the project could be moved on. Tom stated that we would like 
to discuss the situation with the developer. 

2.5 A question was asked regarding the use of the small re-cycling bins. These bins will be 
in use until the end of March although it is not clear what will happen after this time. Not all 
areas have received the large blue bins. Concerns were raised regarding the difficulty of 
disposing of cans and bottles as most sites (including Wardpark) are not emptied regularly 
enough. 
Jim Watson agreed to look into this matter. The meeting was informed that the introduction 
of brown bins (garden waste) is on hold due to the present difficulties with blue bins. 

2.6 The meeting moved on to discuss the M80 consultation. Tom stated that NLC 
supported the on-line option. He also stated that the CCF’s objections were raised at the 
North Area Committee meeting along with our concerns about the Town Centre and the 
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proposed Kelvin Valley Park. He also highlighted the positive results of the Bus Tour. The 
views of the Forum were not well received especially the point raised about a lack of 
consultation with local Forums and decisions taken without regard to input from Forums. A 
letter had been sent to Gavin Whitefield regarding this and the response would be 
discussed later in the meeting. 

3 Minutes of Previous Meeting 

3.1 Ailsa Clunie stated that she had understood that the Forum would send a letter to NLC 
raising concerns regarding the siting of mobile phone masts. Tom was aware that several 
Community Councils have written letters of objection and that he understood that this was 
the course of action discussed at the previous meeting. 

3.2 Ailsa asked for clarification regarding the concerns raised by the Forum in relation to 
the short time scale and inappropriate date of Health Board Consultation. Tom had raised 
the matter with Stephen Kerr who is happy to meet with any Community Council. The 
Forum will write to Stephen Kerr to ask him to make contact with Community Councils. 

3.3 Sam Mitchell indicated that item 4.3 of the previous minute should read ‘a group of 
former CDC officials under the auspices of the Association of Community Councils in 
conjunction with JAG’ 
3.4 Minutes were proposed by Ramsey Kyle and seconded by Sam Mitchell. 

4 Matters Arising 

4.1 Tom circulated response from Gavin Whitefield regarding the Forum views expressed 
at the Area Committee meeting. Jim Watson stated that he was asked to give comments to 
Gavin Whitefield and that he understood that the views of the Forum were noted. 
In relation to the M80 Bob Johnstone expressed his disappointment that the vote taken 
which would normally be non-political was taken along political lines. 
Sam Mitchell was disappointed that Councillors McCabe and Coyle did not make time to 
meet with the Association of Community Councils and JAG. 
Ramsey Kyle highlighted that contrary to the letter there would be a considerable negative 
impact on the environment through noise pollution and the extensive construction work 
needed. 
The point was made that any closures will cause a huge increase to traffic flow through the 
Town. 

4.2 Cumbernauld House planning application for new housing. Several Community 
Councils have lodged objections. Tom read out a draft objection from the Forum. 
Rose Bowie stated her concern that if this plan is not stopped that it could result in an 
escalation of building development in this open space. 
Tom asked Jim Watson to clarify ‘Open Space’. 
Jim stated that the boundaries for Cumbernauld Town Park are defined but that he did not 
have the information regarding the exact boundaries with him. 
Tom will write to NLC, publicise through the Cumbernauld News, seek support of local 
members and make representation to the planning committee. 

4.3 Negative publicity in relation to Cumbernauld. The Forum recognised that there is a 
negative image of Cumbernauld which has seen the Town poorly represented in several 
publications and now may be included in a Channel 4 programme looking at places people 
would like to see demolished. 

RTT/fcs/pat/2004/Cum bCommCouncil/Minute/22Feb05 2 



Forum representatives were unanimous in refuting this view. Cumbernauld is seen as an 
early model for other centres throughout the world and was the first car free shopping 
development in Europe. 
The Forum will make every effort to project a positive image of Cumbernauld. 

4.4 Local Plan Open Day. Tom reported back on the sub-group meeting held on 17 Feb. 
The format of the day was outlined. Workshops will run covering the 5 key themes. Jim 
Watson has contacted David Jones who has agreed to provide staff to run the workshops. 

There was a debate regarding finalising a date for the event with Sat.19 March being the 
date most favoured. The sub-group will meet on 3 March to look at the best options 
regarding date and venue. 
A copy of the Local Community Plan, 30 August 2002 was circulated. Jim Watson who was 
involved in the production of the document gave a brief account of the content. 
Jim took questions from the floor. 

Q. 
A 

Has the document been assessed? 
No -the consultation process was not adequate but the document has had an 
influence on the current Local Plan. 

Q. 
A. 

Have consultants been engaged to look at consultation? 
Consultants have been engaged not to consult but to identify most appropriate and 
best consultation methods. 

Q. Were Community Councils not set up as the mechanism to consult with 
communities? 

General Comments: 

Community Councils and Community Forums need to be empowered. The success of 
these local bodies has to be outlined. 

Jim Watson will feedback the views of the Forum to the Area Committee and report back. 

4.5 The Forum agreed that the database needs to be updated. 

4.6 The Cumbernauld Housing Partnership should be an agenda item for the next meeting. 

5 Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 22 March at 7.30 in the District Court 
Room Cumbernauld and tea and coffee will be provided. 
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Cumbernauld Communitv Forum 
Meetinn held on Tuesday 22 March 2005 

I In Attendance 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

2.7 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

4. 

Sam Mitchell 
Alan Sneddon 
lan Thom 
Rose Bowie 
John Keggie 
Tom Reilly 
Cllr G Murray 
Ramsay Kyle 
Jim Watson 
Cllr B Chadha 
Ailsa Clunie 
John McCann 

Apologies 
May Hardy 
Alice Homer 
Hugh Gough 
Stewart McCrae 

JAG 
JAG 
C I A  
CTA 
CTA 
CACE 
Elected Member, NLC 
Balloch Eastfield C 
N L C P & E  
NLC Elected Member 
Craigmarloch CC 
Carrickstone CC 

Kenilworth Patient Partner Group 
Carbrain & Hillcrest C.C. 
Carbrain Learning Centre Trust 
YMCA 

Chair Opening Remarks 

Tom Reilly welcomed everyone to the meeting. He extended a welcome to Councillor 
Chadha, Councillor Murray and John Keggie representing the Boundary Commission. 
Bus Tour. Jim Watson was asked to give update on progress. Jim stated that he is awaiting 
responses from some Departments and will feed back as the information is available. 
Rose Bowie indicated that some positive outcomes had been seen in Carbrain through 
funding being 
released by CHP to homeowners to ensure properties being wind and watertight. 
New Shopping Development. Tom stated that he is looking for a contact person for the new 
development. Jim Watson has asked Head of Property to supply contact name for Town 
Centre development. He will pass contact name to Tom. 
M80. A power point presentation available on the M80 that can be shown to Community 
Councils and community groups in the area. 
Objections were sent to the Planning Department regarding housing development in the 
grounds of Cumbernauld House. 
Local Plan. Tom stated that the Forum Conference had taken place with members of the 
Forum and officials from the Council discussing the input to the Community Plan. Feedback 
from the day will be forwarded to the Forum based on notes taken by the planners. The 
Forum will then have the opportunity to give formal input to the plan. 
The next meeting of the Area Committee is scheduled for Thursday 24 March. Angi Inch 
will attend and feed back to the Forum. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Rose Bowie highlighted an issue regarding the difficulty in hearing all points being raised at 
meetings. She was unaware that a sub-group meeting had been set to finalise 
arrangements for the Forum Conference. She also asked if the constitution made reference 
to how sub-groups are formed. 
Minutes were proposed by Ramsey Kyle and seconded by Ailsa Clunie. 

Matters Arising 

4.1 Tom highlighted the recent bad press publicity for Cumbernauld. The ‘Demolition Programme’ 
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producer had visited Cumbernauld but was not sure if the programme would go ahead. He 
was on record as stating that any proposed programme would not be a ‘hatchet job’ but would 
help the community in its efforts to restore Cumbernauld’s good name. 

5. Commission on Boundary Differences and Voting Systems- Guest speaker John 
Keggie 

According to the ‘Scotsman’ the Commission under Sir John Arbuthnott has a mission to make life 
less complicated for ordinary Scots by making our multi-tiered democracy simpler. The problem is 
that we have four layers of democracy i.e. Councils, the Scottish Parliament, Westminster and 
Europe and all four have a different election system. For Local Authorities from 2007 it will be the 
single transferable vote (STV) in multi-member wards. The Scottish Parliament is elected by the 
additional member system, with first past the post constituency representatives topped up by 
members elected from a closed party list. For the House of Commons, it is first past the post in 
single member constituencies. For Europe it is a Scotland wide closed list proportional 
representation system. In addition Councillors, MSPs and European MPs are all elected from 
different constituencies. The areas these Elected Members represent do not always coincide with 
the territories covered by bodies like Health Boards, Local Enterprise Companies, National Parks 
or Police forces. How do Community Councils fit into the system and how can they be 
strengthened to bring about local democracy? Before taking questions from floor John made the 
following points: 
e 

e 

e 

e 

0 

Q. 
A. 

Q 
A. 
Q. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

6. 

6.1 

7. 

7.1 

The commission is made up of people from varying backgrounds. 
The commission has no pre-conceived ideas. 
The commission is keen to consult as widely as possible 
The commission has not had a lot of input from Community Councils. 
Debate so far has centred on First Past Post v Single Transferable Vote. 
Has COSLA made representation to the Commission? 
COSLA would like the elections scheduled for 2007 to be delayed for 1 year. The 
Commission can 
only make representation to Secretary of State. 
Will there be financial implications of separating elections? 
Separating the election will have financial implications. 
Consultation is coming very late. Where is the democracy in what is being proposed? 
The time-scale the Commission has been given will make it hard to cover everyone. The 
Commission is keen to listen to Community Councils, Forums and groups. The request to 
attend the Forum has been the first approach made to the Commission by a community 
group and the views expressed will be taken on board. 
Proposed boundary changes do not seem logical e.g. parts of Kirkintilloch being included 
within Cumbernauld and Kilsyth. 
Concerns have been raised. Commission can only recommend but hopefully sensible 
solutions can be found. 
At this point there was a debate on the relative merit of holding all elections on the same 
day rather than separating local national and European elections. All possible viewpoints 
were offered. 
John thanked the Forum and indicated that the views expressed would be fed into the 
process. 

Cumbernauid Housing Partnership 

Tom suggested that it might be a better option to invite Colin Hope to a future meeting. He 
indicated that he had spoken to Colin who would be glad to come along. 

AOCB 

John McCann suggested that a reward system should be considered to encourage people 
to use the brown bins for garden rubbish. He was aware of a system in London that gave 
residents bags of compost in return for full brown bins. Rose commended the idea and 
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sighted a similar system in Dundee. 
Mobile Phone Masts. A question was raised regarding the appeals procedure if companies 
were refused permission to site a mast. Would the Council fight an appeal or would it be 
considered too great a financial risk? 
Cllr Murray stated that until there is concrete proof that masts do harm there is a 
presumption in favour of companies siting mast. Therefore Councils are weary of potential 
cost of appeal. 
Ailsa invited Forum members to a ‘Friends of the Park’ meeting scheduled for 2 June at 
7.30 in Cumbernauld Primary School. The meeting will focus on the sell off of large 
sections of the Town Park and the closure of pathways that has resulted. 
Rose Bowie thanked all those involved in making the Forum Conference 19 March a 
success. She stated that this venture should be the first of many such events. 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

8 Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 19 April at 7.30 in the District Court Room and 
tea and coffee will definitelv be provided. 
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