
KILSYTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minute of meeting held on 18 May 2005 

PRESENT: Margot MacMillan Aileen Fleming Betty Currie Alex Machray 
John Cullen John Freebairn Hugh Dempsey Ray Cooper 
George Barclay Ian Jarvis 

ALSO PRESENT: Community Police Officers (part-time); Local Press 

1. APOLOGIES: Carol Sullivan Scott Johnson Gordon Letham Alan Stevenson 
Brian Taylor Rita Brown 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

The Chairman offered her congratulations to John Cullen on his receiving a Papal 
award in recognition of his many years of work within the community in Kilsyth and 
district. All members congratulated John on this special achievement. 

2. POLICE REPORT 

Constables Lesley Cuthbertson and Laurence Meldrum provided a brief police report. 
The main items to report for the last month included a reduction in cases of vandalism 
and a clamp down in street drinking. There had been one shop robbery during the last 
month. The officers had made enquiries regarding the introduction of Speedwatch in 
the Strathclyde Police area. A pilot study had been completed in Milngavie. Resulting 
from this it had been decided that training Community Police Officers in the use of 
hand held devices, rather than volunteer members of the public, would be a more 
practical and effective way to reduce incidents of speeding. Our Community Police 
Officers will be trained, as and when funds become available, and will then take on 
the responsibility of using hand held detectors in known problem areas. Members 
considered this an excellent way forward and asked to be kept informed on progress. 
Ray Cooper commented on the ongoing issue of fly tipping at the end of Garrell 
Road. The officers confirmed that they were aware of this problem and efforts were 
being made to catch the culprits. The Secretary enquired where the anti-sectarian 
wristbands could be obtained. The officers agreed to advise the Secretary. The 
Chairman thanked the police officers for their attendance at the meeting. 

3, Ms MARY HERNON, ACTION TEAM FOR JOBS 

The Chaiman welcomed Ms Mary Hernon and Mr Joe NcPake to the meeting. Both 
gave a summary of the work of NLC Jobcentreplus. Their focus was on areas of high 
unemployment and t eam had been foiined to provide support, advice and assistance 
to unemployed people to help them back into work. There were some 54,000 people 
in North Lanarkshire area presently claiming incapacity benefit and this was an 
important part of their focus. The plan was to establish a (part-time) ONE STOP 
SHOP in Kilsyth, hopefully opening in June and funded to at least March 2006. This 
would also help to minimise the effects of the planned closure of the Benefits Office 
in Station Road. The Chainnan thanked Ms Hernon and Mr McPake for attending and 
making us aware of this new initiative. 



4. MR JIM PATON, ROYAL BRITISH LEGION SCOTLAND 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Jim Paton, Secretary of Kilsyth Branch, Royal British 
Legion Scotland to the meeting to discuss the plans for the local celebration of the 
60th anniversary of VENJ Day. Mr Paton confirmed that the 
commemoratiodcelebration would take place on Sunday 26 June. Kilsyth Pipe Band 
and Croy Silver Band will be in attendance and local school children will be invited to 
take part. There would be a march to the War Memorial in Burngreen for a short 
service. A special lunch and evening dinner dance were also being arranged. It was 
hoped to hold a street party but this was still to be confirmed. Mr Paton asked 
members to let him know if they had any other ideas that could be included in this 
special day. The Community Council agreed to help in any way possible. 

5. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Hush Dempsey raised the matter of NLC providing dropped kerbs for access to 
driveways. Hugh had information that indicated East Dunbartonshire Council would 
lower kerbs for residents when requested without charge. Some members felt that any 
application for lowering of driveway kerbs was best left to individual residents. 
It was agreed that the Secretary should write to NLC enquiring about the Council’s 
policy on this matter. 
Hugh Dempsey also raised the issue that private residents had to pay for replacement 
rubbish bins if these were damaged, while Council tenants had these replaced free of 
charge. After discussion, it was agreed that this was not an issue that the Community 
Council should progress. 
Mr Rodney Shannon had asked the Community Council to confirm its position 
regarding the granting of a licence for the new development at Main StreetKing 
Street. It was confirmed that the council had considered this change to the planning 
application at a previous meeting and had decided not to object. 
Mr A Thomson was present at the meeting and indicated that he was applying for 
planning permission to build a farmhouse at South Bamvood. This was noted. 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 20 APRIL 2005 

Betty Currie, seconded by Margot MacMillan, proposed the adoption of the minute of 
the meeting held on 20 April 2005. 

7. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTE 

No matters were discussed arising eom the minute. 

8. APPOINTMENT OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL SPOKESMAN 

Following the adoption of the new Standing Orders at the recent AGM, Alex Machray 
proposed that the Chairman, Margot MacMillan, be appointed as the official 
spokesman for the Coininunity Council. This was seconded by Hugh Dempsey. There 
was no counter proposal and Margot was appointed to this new position. 
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9. TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Treasurer reported the balance in account at 10 May 2005 was &2,953.02. The 
Treasurer also confirmed that the accounts for 2004/2005 have now been audited by 
NLC. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE - CHAIRMAN & SECRETARY 

Copy of each is attached. 

The Chairman raised the issue of award on honoraria to office bearers. It was agreed 
to discuss this matter further at the next meeting. 
The possibility of having a float at the Civic Week opening parade was discussed. 
The Chairman advised members that we had not been successful in the 2004 Calor 
Gas Community Council Awards. 
The Secretary advised members that a pre inquiry meeting for the proposed upgrade 
of the A80 was to be held in Cumbernauld New Town Hall on 6 June 2005, with the 
full inquiry to be held in the autumn. 
A reply had been received from NLC regarding the maintenance of the Main Street 
once the refurbishment work was complete. 
A number of strategy papers had been received from NLC and were available to 
members. 

11. PLANNING MATTERS 

The Secretary confirmed that a planning application from Crudens Estates Limited to 
build 15 1 residential homes at the former Waterfall Village site had now been 
received by NLC Planning Department. The Community Council welcomed this 
development. 

A number of other planning applications were considered. 

12. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

George Barclay and Ian Jarvis gave brief progress reports on the work of The Friends 
of Bumgreen and the Local Access Forum. 
The Chairman advised members that a meeting to discuss the proposed composting 
project would be held on 6 June 2005. 

13. TOWN CENTRE 

Fanners’ Market and Car Boot Sale. The Chainnan advised that the last market had 
resulted in a sinall loss but that this had been more than compensated by the income 
from the Car Boot Sale. The Chairman expressed the appreciation of the Community 
Council to Scott Johnson who had donated 3 new banners which would be used to 
advertise the Market Days and Car Boot Sales. 
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14. TOURISM - CHALLENGE FUND 

The Chaiiman advised members that a Constitution and Business Plan were being 
developed to launch an association (“About Kilsyth”) with the objective of marketing 
the Kelvin Valley and promoting tourism in the area. The formation of the 
association, a non- profit-making organisation, would allow applications for funds 
available for such ventures. A meeting of interested parties to be held in the 
Coachman Hotel was planned for Thursday 26 May 2005 (awaiting confirmation). 

1 5 .  STATIONERY 

The new stationery was not yet available. 

16. EVENTS 

a. Civic Week. An advert had been forwarded to the Civic Week Committee for 
inclusion in the Civic Week brochure. 

b. British Legion Event. Members were reminded to pass any ideas for the 
special day to Jim Paton. 

17. AOCB 

No other business was discussed 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 June 2005, commencing at 7.3Opm 
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KILSYTM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minute of‘ meeting held on 20 April 2005 

PRESENT: Margot MacMillan Scott Johnson Aileen Fleming Betty Curiae 
Gordon Letham Alex Machray John Smithson Alan Stevenson 
John Cullen Jean McLachlan Brian Taylor Rita Brown John Freebairn 
Hugh Dempsey Ray Cooper George Barclay Ian Jarvis 

ALSO PRESENT: Councillor Jean Jones; Community Police Officers (part-time); 
Local Press 

1. APOLOGIES: Carol Sullivan 

2. POLICE REPORT 

Constables Lesley Cuthbertson and Laurence Meldrum provided a brief police report. 
No domestic house breakings had taken place over the last month and no serious 
assaults had been reported. Some increase in vandalism had been reported. John 
Freebairn raised the issue of youngsters driving quad bikes around the Curling Pond 
and Banton Loch areas. The officers agreed to make enquiries. Betty Currie raised the 
issue of parking and speeding on Manse Road. It was noted that the same problems 
were evident in the Kelvin Way area. The officers confirmed that they would 
approach offending drivers if members of the public passed on vehicle details. The 
Chairman enquired if the Community Speedwatch initiative launched by Strathclyde 
Police could be used to advantage in Kilsyth. The officers agreed to make enquiries 
and report back at the next meeting. The Secretary raised the issue of vandalism of a 
number of properties in the Victoria Park area. The officers were aware of these 
incidents and enquiries were continuing. The fact that the “shows” were in town at the 
time was probably a contributing factor with more people using the path down 
through Victoria Park to the fairground. The Chairman thanked the police officers for 
their attendance at the meeting. 

3. Mr DONALD GORRIE, MSP 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Gorrie to the meeting and invited him to address 
members. Mr Gorrie, a prominent member of the Scottish Liberal Democrats, had 
supported the motion presented to the Scottish Parliament concerning the Cavalry 
Park planning application. Mr Gorrie thanked the Community Council for their 
invitation. He believed that it was really useful to meet with Community Councils and 
find out the real issues at a local level. He requested an update on Cavalry Park and 
Waterfall Village. The Chairman confirmed that a decision on the Cavalry Park 
planning application was still awaited. A letter copied from Mr Gorrie and other 
MSPs on the subject of the Waterfall Village indicated that mother developer had 
bought the site and intended to submit a new planning application. Mr Gorrie referred 
to the M80 proposals. While everyone agreed that a new motorway was required the 
actual route was the big debating issue and all aspects of the present proposals would 
be discussed at the forthcoming Local Public Inquiry. He confirmed that a new 
Charities Bill was going through Parliament and this would result in a new Charities 
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Law being implemented. Hugh Dempsey asked if churches’ charitable status could be 
affected. Mr Gorrie replied that any organisation seeking charitable status would have 
to demonstrate that they were providing benefit to the public. He expected that 
churches would retain their status but explained that every organisation would need to 
apply individually. The Chairman thanked Mr Gorrie for attending and invited him to 
stay for the rest of the meeting. 

4. DESIGNING LOCAL SCHOOLS 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Ron Dofur to the meeting. Mr Dofur is Education 
Officer for the Coatbridge area of NLC Education Department. He apologised on 
behalf of Mr Maciver, NLC Head of Education Provision, who was unable to attend. 
Mr Dofur presented a report on the capital expenditure programme initiated at Kilsyth 
Academy. This involved some &5Sm of expenditure on refurbishing the external and 
internal areas of the school over a 3-year period. The programme started with &0Sm 
being spent on replacement windows. The next priority had been a new traffic 
management system at the southern entrance to the school. Most of the work will now 
involve the internal facilities. Mr Dufor stated that this extensive refurbishment won’t 
fix all the problems and that a new school would have been the ideal solution. The 
Chairman asked if consideration had been given to placing a small plaque reflecting 
the fact that Sir Basil Spence had designed the school. Mr Dofur said nothing like this 
was planned but that he would consider this request. Hugh Dempsey commented on 
the level of vandalism at the school and asked if a CCTV system could be included to 
increase the security of the site. Mr Dofur stated that a pilot CCTV scheme had been 
established at 2 NLC Secondary schools and the intention was to roll out this 
programme to all Secondary schools in time. Councillor Jones suggested that if 
voluntary groups used the school more this would act as a deterrent to those intending 
to cause damage. The Chairman thanked Mr Dofur for attending the meeting and 
providing an excellent overview of the work ongoing at the Academy. 

5.  MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

John Smithson raised the fact that the new pedestrian crossing on Glasgow Road was 
still not operational. It was agreed that the Secretary should write to NLC Traffic 
Department in order to expedite the matter with ScottishPower. Rob Kay had phoned 
regarding flooding at 98 Stirling Road. John Freebairn stated, that, as the house had 
been built on top of an existing stream, it would be the responsibility of the owner to 
take any necessary corrective action. 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 16 FEBRUARY 2005 

The Chairman referred to the decision made at the last meeting to hold the December 
meeting on Wednesday 14 December. Unfortunately the hall was not available on that 
date. AAer a short discussion, it was agreed that no meeting would take place during 
December 2005. Gordon Letham, seconded by John Smithson, adopted the minute of 
the meeting held on 16 February 2005. 
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7 .  MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTE 

The Chairman confirmed that local shopkeepers had been approached on the subject 
of selling replica guns and air guns. Scott Johnson suggested a better approach would 
have been to petition the Scottish Executive to get a change in the law rather than 
speaking to retailers who were doing nothing illegal. 
It was noted that a new loop hearing system had now been installed in the hall. John 
Cullen questioned why money was not available within the NLC budget to fit systems 
to all public halls in the town as this was now a legal requirement. 

8. TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Treasurer confirmed that the financial books were ready to be delivered to the 
auditor. As stated at the AGM, the balance in account at 3 1 March 2005 was 
E2349.60. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE - CHAIRMAN & SECRETARY 

Copy of each is attached. 

A letter had been received from Strathclyde Police following speed checks on Stirling 
Road. The checks appear to show that speeding is not a major issue in this area and 
has not been a major contributing factor in recorded road accidents. However, the 
police would continue to monitor the situation. 
A letter fiom the Competition Commission asked for comments on the takeover of 
Safeway by Morrison’s and the subsequent on sale of a number of Safeway outlets, 
including the Kilsyth shop, to Somerfield. After discussion it was agreed that we 
could easily lose one of the two mainstream shops and this would result in less 
competition and choice for shoppers. It was agreed that the Secretary should reply to 
the Competition Commission expressing our concerns and objecting to such a move. 

10. PLANNING MATTERS 

Various planning applications were noted. 
In particular, information received indicated that Crudens had bought the Waterfall 
Village site and it was expected that they would submit a new planning application in 
due course. Scott Johnson observed that in most planning applications no build 
programme was included in the grant conditions. 

1 1. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

George Barclay gave an update on the steady progress being made by the Friends of 
Burngreen. Ian Jarvis advised on work completed on several paths in Kilsyth and 
district. The Chairman suggested the development of a green map, a new concept 
showing environmental sites in an area, could be considered for Kilsyth and the 
Kelvin Valley. She asked Ian Jarvis to arrange for this proposal to be discussed at the 
Kilsyth and Villages Forum. Gordon Letham confirmed that 2 artists had been 
commissioned for new environmental projects. 
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12. TOWN CENTRE 

a. Community Square, The Community Council has asked if a small stage could be 
incorporated in the Community Square planned by NLC Supercounty. The start of 
work has been delayed by a few months to allow additional site tests to be completed. 
b. Farmers’ Markets. Scott Johnson has agreed to provide three new banners. These 
will incorporate the Car Boot Sale. The new banners will indicate that the market will 
be held “this” Saturday rather than the first Saturday of the month. The existing 
banners will continue to be used. 

13. STATIONERY 

Several layouts for the new stationery were circulated around members. It was agreed 
to continue with the existing layout and incorporate our new Coat of Arms in a two- 
colour format. Scott Johnson will order the new stationery. 

14. CIVIC WEEK 

Scott Johnson will use best endeavours to provide a large truck for use by the 
Community Council on the first Saturday of Civic Week. 

15. AOCB 

The Kilsyth branch of the Royal British Legion has invited the Community Council to 
share in an event to commemorate the sixtieth anniversary of VE Day. The event 
would be held sometime during June /July 2005. It was agreed that we should accept 
this invitation and get involved in the detail and preparation for the event. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 18 May 2005, commencing at 7.30pm 
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