
Kilsyth Community Council 

Minute of meeting held on 17 August 2005 

PRESENT: Margot MacMillan Scott Johnson Aileen Fleming Alex Machray 
John Freebairn Hugh Dempsey Ray Cooper John Smithson 
Jean McLachlan Alan Stevenson Brian Taylor 

ALSO PRESENT: Cathie Craigie MSP; Alex Neil MSP; Mr John McCluskey; 
Members of Public; Local Press 

1. APOLOGIES: Rita Brown Ian Jarvis Gordon Letham Betty Cun5e Carol 
Sullivan 

2. POLICE REPORT: 

No police officers were in attendance to give a police report. 

3. CATHIE CRAIGIE MSP AND ALEX NEIL MSP 

The Chairman introduced Cathie Craigie, our local MSP, and Alex Neil, List MSP for 
Central Scotland and invited both to address members. 

Cathie Craigie started by highlighting a number of papers that were out for public 
consultation:- 
a. A Planning White Paper - proposing major changes to existing planning procedures 
b. Proposals on the protection and use of Green Belt land 
c. Delivery of Health Services - proposing major changes in how health services are 
delivered 
She would like the Community Council to provide feedback on all of these important 
documents. She also referred to the forthcoming A80 Upgrade Local Inquiry. 

Alex Neil, who is Convener of the Scottish Executive’s Enterprise and Culture 
Committee , also referred to these important consultation papers, He said that 
whatever the outcome of the A80 inquiry we urgently need to improve our transport 
infrastructure. He felt it was vital that local communities should be involved in any 
major change to the delivery of health services. 
He added that plans were being made for a major development at Cumbernauld 
College. Alex also felt that the perception of antisocial and criminal behaviour was 
sometimes worse than the actual events. 

The meeting was then opened up for members questions. 
Scott Johnson commented on the start up costs for small businesses, the need to 
incorporate project plans and timescales within planning approvals and the risk to 
green belt land when other brown field sites were available. He also commented on 
the need to improve the existing links to Croy station and the limited parking facilities 
at the station. As for antisocial behaviour, Scott felt more needs to be done to change 
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the existing culture and develop respect and greater parental responsibilities. 
The Chairman asked if any Anti Social Behaviour Orders (ASBOs) had been issued in 
Kilsyth. Cathie Craigie replied that the ASBO was considered the last step in 
attempting to correct unacceptable behaviour and that no ASBOs had been issued in 
Kilsyth. Alex Neil commented that in his opinion focussing police resources on 
known trouble spots would be more productive than spreading resources thinly over a 
wide area. He also commented on the growing number of light sentences being 
handed down by judges for fairly serious offences as sending the wrong signal to 
criminal and antisocial individuals. Both Cathie and Alex acknowledged the major 
part played by drugs and alcohol in antisocial and criminal activities. With respect to 
the transport links from Kilsyth to Croy station, Cathie agreed to advise the 
Community Council of the contacts within SPT so that a meeting could be arranged. 
Turning to the Green Belt issues, Cathie acknowledged the importance of the 
Community Council's involvement in the recent Cavalry Park local inquiry. The new 
Planning White Paper sought to involve local communities at the earliest stage in the 
planning process. 
Hugh Dempsey commented on the changes being proposed in the delivery of health 
services and the suggestion that regional health boards would replace the existing area 
health boards. Hugh asked if patients from Kilsyth would have the choice of being 
treated at the new general hospital being built at Larbert. Cathie replied that patients 
will have the choice of where to be treated and that regional centres of excellence will 
be the future way forward. She again encouraged the Community Council to feedback 
on the Health Service consultation paper. 
The Chairman thanked both Cathie and Alex for attending. 

4. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

The Chairman introduced Mr Frank McCool, NLC Cemetery Manager. A number of 
issues had been raised by members of the public associated with the local cemetery:- 
a. Graffiti on the shelter - with one resident wanting the building demolished 
b. Grass on parts of cemetery not being cut 
c. A lady had been asked to pay &1 09 by NLC for work that her private sculptor was 
doing 
d. A lady had been quoted E300 for repair work, this had been reduced initially to 
&40, then she was told that no work was necessary after all 
Mr McCool responded to the various issues and gave specific responses. He agreed to 
retain the shelter and investigate the provision of vandal proof seating. Kilsyth had 
been a pilot site for NLC in developing plans to make safe potentially dangerous 
headstones. Hence the fencing off of large parts of the cemetery and lack of grass 
cutting. NLC had now decided to lay suspect headstones down leaning on the base 
awaiting repairs being authorised by owners. For any new work NLC now insist on 
providing the foundation on safety grounds and the maximum charge for this is 
presently &85.The Chairman thanked Mr McCool for attending. The Secretary would 
write to the members of the public who has raised the various issues. 

The subject of NLC charging for the use of Colzium Estate for wedding photographs 
had been raised with the Community Council. It was agreed that the Secretary should 
write to NLC asking for reasons why these charges had to be made and stating the 
Community Council's view that no charges should be imposed unless in the 
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exceptional cases where a request has been made for the use of the Walled Garden 
outwith normal opening hours. 

Complaints had been received on the lack of consistent litter uplifts at several 
locations. It was agreed that the Secretary should write to NLC raising the matter and 
requesting a copy of their zone plan for litter uplifts. 
Complaints had been received on the blocking of the access route to Stirling Road 
adjacent to a private house. The Chairman advised members that ownership of the 
land involved was being investigated by NLC Legal Department and suggested that, if 
necessary, we could refer the matter to the local Access Forum. 

A member of the public had written complaining about children playing football on 
the putting green at Burngreen and also horses being ridden along the adjacent paths. 
Members were obviously concerned about the football activities but had no problems 
with horses being ridden on the paths through the Burngreen area. It was agreed to 
copy the letter to NLC Community Services, 

The Chairman introduced Mr John McCluskey, Secretary of the local Golden Gloves 
Boxing Club. He was looking for the support of the Community Council in getting the 
upstairs part of the Burngreen Hall repaired and refurbished. The hall is used by the 
club regularly and provides a venue and interest for a large number of young people 
in the town. The Chairman commended Mr McCluskey on the work of the club and 
wondered how best we could assist in moving things forward. Cathie Craigie 
reminded members that Queenzieburn Community Committee had taken 
responsibility for the community centre in the village and this was something that we 
could perhaps consider. It was agreed that the Secretary should write to NLC 
Community Services asking what plans they had for Burngreen Hall. This would be a 
first step in promoting the refurbishment of the building for the use of the whole 
community. The Chairman thanked Mr McCluskey for attending and raising the issue 
with the council. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 15 JUNE 2005 

Hugh Dempsey, seconded by Scott Johnson, proposed the adoption of the minute of 
the meeting held on 15 June 2005. 

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTE 

No matters were discussed arising from the minute. 

7. TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Chairman reported the balance of account was E3260.70 

8. CORRESPONDENCE - CHAIRMAN & SECRETARY 

The Chairman summarised the main items of correspondence sent and received since 
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the June meeting. A copy of each list is attached. 

9. TOWNCENTRE 

The Chairman advised members that it was hoped to mark the completion of the Main 
Street refurbishment work at the Farmers’ Market in October. 

10. AOCB 

Alan Stevenson raised the issue of drivers misusing the limited number of disabled 
parking spaces available adjacent to the Main Street. It was noted that the Community 
Council had previously asked NLC to allocate Parking and Community Wardens to 
the Town. Cathie Craigie agreed to discuss the misuse of disabled parking spaces with 
the local police. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 21 September 2005, starting at 7.30pm. 
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Kilsyth Community Council 

Minute of meeting held on 21 September 2005 

PRESENT: Margot MacMillan Betty Currie Alex Machray John Freebaim 
John Smithson Jean McLachlan Alan Stevenson Ian Jarvis 
George Barclay 

ALSO PRESENT: Margaret Mitchell MSP; Councillor Jean Jones; Members of 
Public; Community Police Officer (part-time) 

1. APOLOGIES: Scott Johnson Aileen Fleming Gordon Letham Brian Taylor 
Carol Sullivan Ray Cooper Rita Brown 

2. POLICE REPORT: 

Constable Colin Wiseman provided a short police report. He apologised that no one 
had been available to attend the August meeting. There had been a number of sneak 
household thefts recently and a suspect had been apprehended. The means of access 
had been unlocked doors and windows. Constable Wiseman advised members that he 
would receive training on the use of the hand held speed gun within the next few 
weeks. Fly tipping on the outskirts of the town had become a problem. He also 
advised members that one of the Community Police Officers had been moved 
temporarily to Cumbernauld for the next 4/5 weeks. He agreed to investigate the issue 
of football still being played on the putting green at Burngreen. A copy of a letter 
f?om a member of the public concerning this issue was passed to Constable Wiseman. 
The Chairman thanked Constable Wiseman for his attendance at the meeting. 

3. MARGARET MITCHELL MSP 

The Chairman introduced Margaret Mitchell, List MSP for Central Scotland to the 
meeting and invited her to address members. Margaret is the Conservative 
Spokesperson on Law and Order and a reserve member of the Justice Committee. She 
congratulated members on the result of the local inquiry into the proposed residential 
development at Cavalry Park. One of her major concerns is the lack of sufficient 
police resources to provide a police presence in local areas and this was discussed 
with members. She was also aware of the speculation surrounding the future of the 
Victoria Cottage Hospital but was not aware of any decisions having been taken. She 
has arranged a meeting with the new Chief Executive of Lanarkshire Health Board to 
discuss this and other matters. The new proposals from the Scottish Executive to 
streamline the planning process were also discussed. Ian Jarvis raised the issue of the 
excessive time taken to complete land searches to establish ownership of titles. 
George Barclay raised the issue of calls to the police being forwarded to a central call 
centre with apparent lack of local knowledge and time being wasted. The recent report 
that Scotland was the most dangerous place to live and the corresponding bad press 
was also discussed. Margaret echoed the sentiment of previous MSP visitors that the 
sentences being given for serious crimes and the reductions in time in prison did not 
provide any deterrent against such crimes. The Chairman thanked Margaret for 
attending and invited her to stay on for the next part of the agenda. 
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4. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Mrs Stevenson had written to the Community Council raising the issue of the lack of 
sufficient designated disabled parking bays around the Town Centre e.g. at banks and 
the Post Office and around the Burngreen area. It was agreed to invite Mr Tom 
Peebles, NLC Traffic Department Team Leader to our next meeting to discuss this 
and other matters raised at our meeting with him last year. 
The issue of weeds in the Ebroch Burn adjacent to Market Street/Cats Close was 
discussed. Councillor Jean Jones agreed to raise this matter within NLC. 
George Barclay raised the issue of trees being removed near the bank of the burn as 
part of the new development at the former Celtic Supporters Club. He had managed to 
stop this happening for the time being and the ownership of the land involved was in 
dispute. 
A letter had been copied to the council from Mr Alex Ross to Councillor Jones 
concerning the entrance to the Dwnbreck Marshes. Jean confirmed that she had this 
matter in hand. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 17 AUGUST 2005 

Betty Currie, seconded by Jean McLachlan, proposed the adoption of the minute of 
the meeting held on 17 August 2005. 

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTE 

It was noted that a new bus service had commenced linking Kilsyth with Croy 
Station. However it was also noted that service 84, linking Twechar with Kilsyth was 
being cancelled by First Bus. The loss of this route would cause major problems for 
workers and shoppers travelling between Twechar and Kilsyth . Councillor Jones 
confirmed she was investigating the replacement of this service by another operator 
and the possibility of Queenzieburn being included in the new service. 

7. TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Treasurer reported the balance of account was &33 12.95 

8. CORRESPONDENCE - CHAIRMAN & SECRETARY 

The Chairman and Minute Secretary summarised the main items of correspondence 
sent and received since the August meeting. Copies of the Chairman’s and Secretary’s 
lists are attached. 

9. PLANNING ISSUES 
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The Chairman advised members that we had reiterated our objections to the loss of 
third party representation contained in the new planning consultation paper. 
The Chairman also advised members that a Local Planning Team within NLC was 
working on a draft input to the new NLC Local Plan. This would be presented to the 
NLC North Area Committee in January 2006 then be incorporated in the overall draft 
NLC Local Plan. 
Kilsyth and Villages Forum were organising a seminar with the planning team to 
discuss the plan and it will be vital that we are represented at this important event. 
The Chairman advised members that Wimpey had not appealed the decision by the 
Scottish Ministers to refuse planning permission to develop Cavalry Park. 
Information obtained suggested that the planned development of Colzium House was 
to be postponed due to additional funding from the ERDF not being obtained. It 
would appear that the capital funding for 2005/2006 was to be diverted to Summerlee 
and Dalzeil Park. It was agreed that the council should write to the NLC Finance 
Director once the change was confirmed by NLC. 

10. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

The Chairman advised members that the Friends of Bumgreen had agreed to assume 
responsibility for progressing the future development of Burngreen Hall. A meeting 
was being arranged and invitees would include representatives from the local Golden 
Gloves Boxing Club. The possibility of a 5 a side football pitch being provided at 
Bumgreen was also being considered. 
An Artist had been retained to look at the entrance to Dumbreck Marsh. A meeting on 
site had been arranged for Sunday 2 October. 
No major developments were reported from the Local Access F o m .  

11. TOWN CENTRE 

The official opening of the refurbished Main Street will take place on Saturday 1 st 
October along with the monthly Farmers’ Market. The Chairman will take part in the 
opening ceremony. The Pipe Band , dancing troupes and a young rock band will also 
take part. 
The Car Boot Sale is still being well supported. 

12. KILSYTH AND VILLAGES FORUM 

The Chairman reminded members of the Local Plan seminar being arranged by 
Kilsyth and Villages Forum. 

13. NHS 

The Chairman had attended a local meeting organised by Lanarkshire Health Board to 
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discuss the proposals contained in Professor David Ken’s report on major changes in 
the delivery of health care. These included more local delivery of services; increased 
use of specialist nurses and other ancillary staff; development of electronic patient 
record cards and telemedicine. 

14. A.O.C.B. 

Jean McLachlan asked if there was any news regarding the gap site on the Main 
Street. The Chairman’s understanding was that the owners were looking for a 
purchaser for the site. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 19 October 2005, starting at 7.30pm. 
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