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1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to submit the minutes of the Cumbernauld Community Forum 
meeting to the Area Committee. The minutes of 23 August 2005 and 20 September 2005 are 
attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Area Committee is requested to note the minutes of the meeting held by the 
Cumbernauld Community Forum. 
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Cumbernauld Community Forum 
Meeting held on Tuesday 23 August 2005 

In Attendance 

Mae Hardy 
Rose Bowie 
Cllr Bob Chadha 
Jimmy McKechnie 
Sam Mitchell 
John McCann 
Bill lnglis 
Alice Homer 
Hugh Gough 
Martin Oliver 
Jim Watson 
Cllr Gordon Murray 
Robert Towart 
Tom Reilly 

Kenilworth Patient Partners Forum 
Carbrain Tenants Association 
Elected Member 
Darroch Way Residents Association 
JAG 
Carrickstone community Council 
Kildrum Community Council and CHOA 
Carbrain Learning Centre Trust 
Carbrain Learning Centre Trust 
NLN CVS 
NLC Planning & Environment 
Elected Member 
NLC Community Learning & Development 
CACE 

Apologies 

Angi Inch 
lan Thom 
Francis Murray 
Yvonne McDermott 
Billy Lees 
Gordon Wright 
Robert Johnstone 
Ailsa Clunie 
Lesley Fishleigh 
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2.1 

2.2 

CHAIR OPENING REMARKS 

Tom welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Tom Reilly reported that Regeneration Managers had been 
appointed to support Area Committees and that this may have an 
impact on the work of Community Forums. 
Jim Watson explained that Martin Dickson has been appointed as the 
Regeneration Manager supporting the North Area Committee. In his 
role Martin will receive assistance from a designated member of 
Community Learning and Development staff (14 hours per week). As 
yet the roles and responsibilities of the Regeneration Manager and the 
Community Learning and Development worker is unclear. Robert 
Towart indicated that currently his position as the Community Learning 
and Development ‘Link Worker to the Community Forum has as yet not 
changed. 
Jim Watson stated that he would no longer fill the role of the Lead 
Officer. He will attend the Forum at appropriate times as departmental 
head to discuss roads related matters. 
Tom and Councillor Chadha thanked Jim Watson for his valuable 
contribution to the Forum. 
Tom expressed the view of the Forum that there should have been 
some level of consultation in relation to the adoption of the new system 
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3.1 

4 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

and the appointment of the Regeneration managers. Cllr. Chadha 
stated that he had spoken to Mary Castles from Chief Executives and 
Martin Dickson suggesting that they could attend a Forum meeting. 
It was agreed that the Forum should invite Mary and Martin to the next 
meeting 

Following on from the above the issue of community engagement was 
discussed. John McCann stated that it takes a minimum of 2 letters to 
Council Departments before any response or acknowledgement is 
received. It was generally felt that NLC place little value on Community 
Councils. Cllr Chadha advised any group to contact their elected 
member if departments failed to respond to groups in the first instance. 
Rose Bowie questioned the value of the Forum conference on the 
Local Plan. 

The question was raised regarding the non-involvement of the Forum in 
the appointment of 4 new committee members to the Cumbernauld 
Housing Partnership. 
Hugh Gough explained that the appointments were required by 
Communities Scotland and are of a temporary nature. 

At this point Tom Reilly and Sam Mitchell left the meeting and Hugh 
Gough took the Chair. 

MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Minutes were proposed by John McCann and seconded by Rose Bowie, 

MATTERS ARISING 

Jim Watson and Tom Reilly have contacted lan Nisbet regarding Town 
Centre redevelopment but have not had a response. 

Jim Watson gave an update on the Channel 4 ‘Demolition Programme’. 
The programme makers had invited a group of planners to come up with 
proposals for re-developing the Town Centre. A group of ‘experts’ including 
Jim were invited to a presentation of the proposals and subsequent 
discussion. The programme is currently being reviewed and edited and is 
likely to be shown sometime in October. 
Cllr Chadha made the point that the Town Centre is not owned by NLC. 
A discussion on the problems of the Town Centre followed that ended when 
Rose Bowie made a proposal that the Forum should set up a focus group to 
look at issues relating to the Town Centre. Alice Homer thought that any 
group being set up should be open to a wider representation of community 
groups. 
The proposal was seconded by John McCann. 

Martin Oliver gave out information on events and meetings coming up linked 
to health issues. 
A conference is being held in the New Town Hall on 31 August. The Chief 
Executive will open the conference. 
The next meeting of the Health Partnership will be 15 Sept. in the New Town 
Hall. 
On 25 October an event specifically aimed to involve people from Carbrain 
and looking to explore issues of child obesity is being held in the New Town 

RTT/FCS/PAT/2005/CUMBERNAULD COMMFORUM/MINUTES/23.AUG.05 2 



4.4 

4.5 

4.6 

4.7 

4.8 

4.9 

4.10 

5 

Hall. The event is being organised by Health and CLAD (Community 
Learning and Development). Children from local Primary Schools will present 
posters that they have designed and plays that they have developed around 
the issue at the event. This event may be repeated in other communities. 

There was concern express regarding the situation in Fleming Road. It 
appears that 16 houses have been closed. Colin Hope was asked specifically 
about Fleming Road but has not made a response. 
Rose Bowie has written to the CHP regarding the loss of revenue that results 
from housing lying empty. Rose will inform Forum of any response. 
Rose raised the issue of Community Forum representation on the CHP. She 
thought that the Forum constitution automatically nominated a place for the 
chair and secretary on the CHP. 
Robert Towart did not have a copy of the constitution with him but was sure 
that while the constitution allowed representation on the CHP it did not specify 
that this could only be the chair and secretary. 
Robert will circulate a copy of the constitution to Forum members. 

Rose Bowie gave information regarding ‘Your Community Matters’. Copies of 
the publication are available at the One Stop Shop. A meeting involving 
tenants and residents has been scheduled for 31 August to look at issues 
raised around ‘Your Community Matters’. Rose will report back. 

Cllr. Chadha intimated that, further to the presentation given to the Forum by 
Inspector Hope, he and Tom Reilly had attended the Youth Strategy launch 
held at St Maurices High School. He urged the Forum members to encourage 
involvement in the project now that it had been launched. 

Bill lnglis raised the issue of abandoned cars. Jim Watson stated that the 
Council will remove cars if they are genuinely abandoned. He agreed with 
points raised that the Police are inconsistent regarding areas that are 
designated as ‘adopted’. If an area is deemed to be ‘adopted’ the Police 
cannot remove it. Jim was confident that the new strategy being rolled out by 
the Police will improve the situation. 

Town Parks. This issue will be raised at future meetings. 

Martin Oliver read out a ‘News Release’ from NHS. Robert will 
circulate. 

The date of the next Area Committee meeting is Thursday 8 
September in Chryston High School at 6.00 p.m. Cllr. Chadha encouraged 
groups to attend. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be an AGM and will take place on Tuesday 20 
September at 7.30 in the District Court Room Cumbernauld and tea and 
coffee will be provided 
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