
0 * c .  

To: NORTHERN LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Kilsyth Town Centre - 
Regeneration 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Area Partnership of progress being made in 
relation to the regeneration of Kilsyth Town Centre. 

Background 

The regeneration of town centres is a priority for North Lanarkshire Council and this priority 
is reflected in a range of documents including the Corporate Plan, Community Plan and 
various development plans. 

Kilsyth has an historic centre which is primarily a focus for retail activity but also includes 
residential and business uses. A range of community and social facilities including the 
library, health centre and leisure centre are located within close proximity to the town 
cent re. 

The regeneration of Kilsyth aims to ensure that the town retains its retailing base and 
attracts new uses and users to secure a sustainable mix of economic, social and cultural 
activities. Infrastructure improvements will connect communities in the area through 
enhanced pedestrian / cycle links and improve traffic flows into and around the town centre. 
Enhancement of the physical fabric of Kilsyth Town Centre Conservation Area is also a 
priority. 

Phase I Environmental Improvements 

The first steps in regenerating the town centre of Kilsyth are the recently completed 
physical works in Main Street, Market Street, King Street and East Burnside, Kilsyth. These 
works are the first phase in a planning led streetscape, traffic management and public art 
project. This f 1.3 million project has successfully revitalised the streetscape through re- 
paving in an imaginative layout with focal points incorporating public artwork. This scheme 
has enhanced the appearance of the Kilsyth Town Centre Conservation Area. 

A poor quality unattractive streetscape comprising uneven, patched surfaces, uninspiring 
street furniture and planters has been replaced with an imaginative layout with high quality 
materials, stainless steel furniture, street trees and functional artwork at three key locations. 
The town’s identity has been strengthened and Kilsyth now has a definite sense of place 
which acts as a focal point for economic, community and cultural activities. The scheme 
was designed in consultation Kilsyth Community Council to accommodate the monthly 
Farmers’ Market. The pedestrian links to car parks located to the rear of the shops in Main 
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Street have been re-paved to provide an even walking surface. The works have also 
integrated a new ramped disabled access to the Royal Bank of Scotland into the feature 
steps and seating forming the artwork at the southern end of Main Street at its junction with 
Market Street. The artist‘s installations are not only functional as attractive seating areas 
but are the result of working with the local community to provided original poetry which has 
been carved in to the natural stone. The completed physical works are the successful result 
of the combined efforts of a multi-disciplinary professional project team and the local 
community. 

4. Phase 2 Environmental Improvements 

4.1 Phase 2 of the environmental improvement works is currently well underway and is due to 
be completed before the end of September 2006. These works will complete the re-paving 
of the footways in Market Street, Market Square, King Street and East Burnside Street 
which lead to the town centre. To maintain continuity, the same high quality materials, 
Caithness slabs and granite kerbs, used in Phase 1 are being used in the Phase 2 works. 

5. Kilsyth Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme 

5.1 The Council has been successful in securing €325,000 grant money from Historic 
Scotland’s ‘Historic Environment Regeneration Fund’ for Kilsyth Town Centre. This fund 
provides financial assistance for heritage regeneration and conservation initiatives and 
supports Local Authorities to establish a Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS). 
The resources are targeted towards conservation areas where an economic, social and 
physical need can be demonstrated, where a commitment to regeneration and 
conservation has already been made and where funding can add value to a wider package 
of public and private investment and action. Additional funding amounting to f 150,000 has 
been secured from the Capital programme for 2006/07 and from the Council’s External 
Funding Group to assist with the delivery of the scheme. 

5.2 The Kilsyth CARS will guide investment and ensure maintenance and management takes 
place to secure the future of the historic environment in Kilsyth. It will draw together a wide 
range of conservation led projects to strengthen its sense of place, attract inward 
investment, sustain town centre employment and increase visitor numbers. The Kilsyth 
CARS will significantly improve the appearance, quality and vitality of Kilsyth Conservation 
Area. It will also enhance the sense of community by establishing partnerships and a sense 
of identity for Kilsyth. 

6. Kilsyth Town Centre Action Plan 

6.1 An Action Plan for Kilsyth Town Centre is currently in preparation. This will contain a range of 
projects and initiatives which will be the priorities for securing long term regeneration in Kilsyth. 
This Action Plan is one of a series being prepared for all North Lanarkshire’s Town Centres and 
is intended to highlight the Council’s commitment to active leadership and capital investment. It 
will also provide the context for private and public sector partners as well as communities to 
support the Council in physical projects, infrastructure works and measures such as land 
assembly and effective maintenance. The Action Plan will seek to continue the commitment to 
regeneration established by the Phase 1 and 2 environmental improvements works undertaken 
in 2004/05 and 2006 and develop the vital role that Kilsyth has within the Kelvin Valley and 
wider North Lanarkshire economy. 

6.2 It is anticipated that the draft Kilsyth Town Centre Action Plan will be completed by the end of 
the year. 
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7. Recommendation 

7.1 The Local Area Partnership is asked to 

(a) note the progress in Kilsyth 
(b) agree to the preparation of the Action Plan to be reported at the November meeting of the 

Partnership. 
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David M&h 
DIRECT0 F PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please 
contact Shirley Penman on 01236 616450. 

(1 3 July 2006) 


