
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Date: 1 November 2006 

To: NORTH LOCAL AREA 
PARTNERSHIP 

Ref: MD/JEM 

Subject: GOOD NEWS REPORT 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise North Local Area Partnership of current “good news” 
stories related to the area. This is the first of a series of reports which will include issues relating 
to Council departments and Partner agencies. 

2. Background 

2.1 A list of the current “good news” stories is attached as Appendix 1. 

3. Recommendations 

3.1 That members note the content of this report. 

/e,& 
Chief Executive 
1 November 2006 
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North Local Area Partnership 

Good News Report 

November 2006 

Appendix 1 

Health, Wellbeing and Care 

Kind-Hearted Staff Raise Funds 
Staff at the Tryst Sports Centre recently handed over f3500 to charity following a fundraising hike. Ten 
members of staff at the facility reached new heights when they climbed Ben Nevis, Britain’s highest 
mountain, in aid of St Andrews Hospice, Airdrie. 

In its third year and becoming an annual fundraiser for the Hospice, the ascent attracts over 100 walkers 
from all over Lanarkshire. It has also drawn support from ex-Celtic player Tom Boyd and ex-Rangers 
player Arthur Numan. 

The staff worked towards their f3500 sponsorship target for the Hospice with various fund raising 
events, and the Ben Nevis climb will be their ultimate effort. 

Good News Report for Cumbernauld Fire Station 
2 car washes raised funds of over €800 the proceeds of which benefited the Craighalbert Centre and the 
Fire Services National Benevolent Fund. 

Health Promoting School Scheme Awards in Cumbernauld Kilsyth and Stepps 
All primary and high schools have registered and fully embraced the challenge to gain health promoting 
status. Some have gained the bronze award and there is a significant number of school working towards 
silver and gold awards. A large number of nurseries have been involved in this initiative through a 
variety of health activities. 

Community Safety 

Good News Report for Cumbernauld Fire Station 
Internal Station upgrade is now complete and work on the Training Block which includes a gymnasium 
and state of the art Breathing Apparatus training area which will be a North Lanarkshire area training 
resource is nearing completion. 

Learning through Life 

Words 2006 
The Libraries and Information section recently hosted its inaugural festival of books and writing. There 
was a wide-range of activities at libraries throughout the authority with hundreds of people taking 
advantage of the excellent programme of events. 

Words 2006 featured a host of well-known Scottish authors for both adults and children. From Bernard 
MacLaverty to Margaret Thomson Davis and Theresa Breslin and up and coming writers Anne Donovan 
and Des Dillon. 

National Poetry day was also marked during the festival with award winning poets Jim McGonigal and 
Janet Paisley appearing and an opportunity for local writing groups Biro Babes and Men With Pens to 
showcase their work. 
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Learning Show 
Adult Learners throughout North Lanarkshire had a chance to find out about the opportunities available 
to them at a special event held in Motherwell Concert Hall. 

The Community Learning and Development Partnership hosted the 'Learning Show - Learning 
Opportunities in North Lanarkshire'. The aim of the event is to encourage adult (16 plus) learners in 
North Lanarkshire to experience the wide variety of learning opportunities within the Council area. 

Over 40 organisations, including the Council's Community Services (Community Learning and 
Development), Policy and Economic Development, Libraries and Information and Creative Services; 
Careers Scotland, Colleges, Learn Direct, Routes to Work and the Voluntary Sector were in attendance. 

The event also promoted Lifelong Learning in North Lanarkshire and the 'My Entitlement to Learning' 
website www.mvetI.orca.uk which will be the portal for all learning providers in North Lanarkshire. 

Groove 
Youngsters throughout North Lanarkshire were treated to a host of activities during the month of October 
with this year's youth arts festival, Groove Live. 

The festival, aimed at young people aged from 5-25 years, was available in venues and schools 
throughout the authority including, Motherwell Concert Hall and Theatre, Cumbernauld Theatre and 
Bellshill Cultural Centre. 

This follows on from the success of the major event held in February this year. Young people had the 
chance to take part in arts activities, workshops, shows and events featuring dance, music, drama and 
visual arts. 

Highlights included Borderline Theatre's production of Losing Louis and Live Literature with Gerry 
Cambridge, lan Hunter and Keith Brampton. 

Libraries Staff Scoop Another Award 
Libraries staff are celebrating after yet again, following up their success at the COSLA Excellence 
Awards 2006, by scooping a top award at this year's Performance Reports. 

The 'I-Learn TV project is an exciting and innovative use of new technology. In partnership with other 
agencies including the North Lanarkshire Community Learning Partnership, the European Social Fund 
and the Scottish Libraries Information Council, the project aims to deliver lifelong learning opportunities 
to socially and digitally excluded groups through their digital televisions. 

IIP Accreditation 
The department is delighted to announce that its Grounds Maintenance and Estates, Transport, Building 
Cleaning and Catering sections were all successful in achieving their IIP accreditation. 

Good News Report for Cumbernauld Fire Station 
Temporary Crew Manager David Burns has been substantively promoted to Crew Manager 
Cumbernauld Red Watch. 
Crew Manager Anthony McAteer has been promoted to Watch Manager SFR Training Centre. 

Spotlight on Success 
0 Glencryan /Woodlands Winner : Removing Barriers to Learning project was 'Let the Deed Show' 
0 Kilsyth PS winner Creating a Positive Ethos project February Friendship Frenzy 
0 Abronhill PS received a Community Service Award for Best School Activity 

Chapelgreen gained BT award for Communication 
0 Glencryan winners of the Morgan Stanley Excellence Award 
0 St Francis of Assisi and Abronhill Nursery School were joint second in the same award 
0 St Maurice's were second in the NLC Battle of the Bands 
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St Helen's PS gained a Better Behaviour Award at the Scottish Education Awards Ceremony 
St Michael's Moodiesburn gained first place at the Easterhouse Choir Festival 

Future Learning and Teaching Project 
Kilsyth Academy has been involved in the project. This project has 'teamed up' with architects from the 
private and public sector and pupils have been extensively engaged in the consultation process. This 
has been held up as a model of best practice which SEED hopes to roll out across the country. 

Housing and the Environment 

Colzium Play Area 
Children of Kilsyth and beyond are taking advantage of the excellent new facilities at Colzium House 
following the opening of the major new play area development. 

The picturesque grounds is the site for the unique play area which was officially opened following a 
f 160,000 investment from the department. 

This is part of a strategy to develop major new play areas at leisure facilities throughout the authority. It 
follows on from the successful and well-used play area developments at Summerlee Heritage Centre, 
Coatbridge and Strathclyde Park, Motherwell. 

The play area has the latest play equipment for children of all ages and abilities, including climbing 
boulders, a skysurf and aeroskate, a dish roundabout and a pod swing. Children are encouraged to 
explore the natural surroundings while playing in a modern and exciting new environment. 

Pupils from local primary schools participated in associated environmental activities, including visits to 
discuss how to care for and look after the environment, the value of bio-diversity and seed planting. 
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