
Cumbernauld Community Forum 

Meeting held on Tuesday 13 March 2007 

At 7.30 in Cumbernauld District Court 

In Attendance: Mae Hardy 
Alice Homer 
Yvonne McDermott 
Christine McNeil 
Reg Newton 
Tom Reilly 
Billy Lees 
Sam Mitchell 
Cllr Bob Chadha 
Robert Johnstone 
Robert Towart 

Kenilworth Patient Partner Group 
Carbrain & Hillcrest Community Council 
Kenilworth Patient Partner Group 
Cumbernauld Women's Watershed Group 
Probus 
CACE 
Westfield Community Council 
Association of Community Councils 
Elected Member, NLC 
Condorrat Community Council 
CL&D, NLC 

Apologies: Ann Newton Scrabble Club 
Cllr G. Murray Elected Member, NLC 

1 ITEM MINUTE ACTION 1 
2 CHAIR OPENING REMARKS 

2.1 Tom welcomed everyone to the meeting. He specifically welcomed 
Cllr Chadha. 

2.2 Tom reported that a meeting of the sub group was held on 1 March. Items 
discussed included: Parking; Town Centre; and Disability Access. Those 
who were in attendance felt that this was a positive meeting although there 
were concerns regarding the lateness of the confirmation of date and time. 
The next meeting will be held after the elections. 

2.3 Tom reported that the environmental sub-group will look at planning 
applications. He said that there had been a meeting of council officials to 
discuss Palacerigg Country Park. It appears that there is a move towards 
conservation and away from the zoo provision. 

3 ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTE 

Minute of 13 February was proposed by Bobby Johnstone and seconded by 
Christine McNeil 

4 MATTERS ARISING 

4.1 

Sam Mitchell reported that the Q.C. advised that the case has not enough 
points in its favour. There may be a case to bring to the NL ombudsman. 
This may help people most affected in relation to compensation claims 
although it is likely that this would not be financial but could be in the form 



I ITEM ACTION I MINUTE 

of triple glassing etc. Sam said that any case in relation to human rights 
was not viable. 

4.2 Town Centre 

Cllr Chadha stated that the target opening date for the Antonine Centre is 
14 May 2007. He said that the majority of units have now been let. 
Several issues were discussed including disabled access, lifts and 
escalators, footpaths and parking provision. 

Several suggestions were put forward in relation to the LAP meeting. 
Members felt that the start time of 6.00 p.m. should be changed to 
7.00 p.m. to allow more members of the public to attend. Members 
were concerned with the seating arrangements. Councillors and 
Officials currently sit with their backs to the public, which was 
considered to be disrespectful. Cllr Chadha said that the official line 
is that the role of the Forum and LAP will be strengthened after the 
elections. 

4.4 Action Plan 

Tom gave an update on progress regarding the Action Plan. He circulated 
the notes from the meeting held on Tuesday 6 March. The meeting had 
built on the session with Dr Alan Barr. The sub group determined the 
various elements that should be included and agreed to use the planning 
template suggested by Dr Barr. The next meeting is scheduled for 
20 March. 

5 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was decided that due to the elections that there will be no meeting scheduled for 
April. The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 8 May at 7.30 in the District 
Court Rooms. Tea and coffee will be provided. 


