
Cumbernauld Community Forum 
Meeting held on Tuesday 8 May 2007 

At 7.30 p.m. in Cumbernauld District Court 

In Attendance: Gordon Wright 
Reg Newton 
Ann Newton 
M Walls 
Jimmy McKechnie 
Christine McNeil 
Pauline Stewart 
Thomas Bowler 
R Johnstone 
Billy Lees 
Ramsay Kyle 
Cllr Bob Chadha 
Tom Reilly 
Yvonne McDermott 

Westerwood Community Council 
Probus 
Scrabble 
Darroch Way Residents Association 
Darroch Way Residents Association 
Cumbernauld Women’s Watershed Group 
Clu bNet 
ClubNet 
Condorrat Community Council 
Westfield Community Council 
BallochlEastfield Community Council 
Elected Member NLC 
CACE 
Kenilworth Patient Partner Group 

Apologies: Mae Hardy Kenilworth Patient Partner Group 
Sam Mitchell Association of Community Councils 
Cllr Gordon Murray NLC Elected Member 
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MINUTE ACTION I 
2 

3 

CHAIR OPENING REMARKS 

2.1 Tom welcomed everyone to the meeting. He specifically welcomed 
Cllr Chadha. Tom introduced new members, Pauline Stewart and 
Thomas Bowler representing ‘Clubnet’, who distributed leaflets about 
their organisation. Jimmy McKechnie introduced Moira Walls, Darroch 
Way Residents Association. 

2.2 Tom reported that as part of the 50th Anniversary celebration 
cameras have been distributed to clubs. When the cameras have 
been used they will be handed back and the resulting photographs will 
form the basis for an exhibition over the summer period. 

2.3 Tom reported that representatives of the Forum were invited to be 
involved in the design of the Vision seminar. The event will be held in 
Cumbernauld College on the morning of 19 May and Architect 
Scotland will take part. Numbers attending are restricted to 40. 

ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTE 

Minute of 13 March was proposed by Billy Lees and seconded by Bobby 
Johnstone. 

4 MATTERS ARISING 

4.1 

Issues concerning the M80 are currently at a standstill. 
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ACTION ITEM MINUTE 

4.2 Action Plan 

Tom stated that he had circulated the report completed by Dr Alan Barr 
on North Lanarkshire Community Forums. He said that a meeting 
involving representatives from all NL Forums to discuss the future of 
Forums has been scheduled for Thursday 10 May. The draft of the 
Cumbernauld Action Plan was discussed. Members decided that they 
would like to review the Plan and debate the content at the next 
meeting. 

Jimmy McKechnie stated that his apologies had not been included in 
the last minute. 

4.3 

5 TOWN PARK 

There was a lengthy debate regarding the Town Park. Issues raised included: 

0 Funds already set aside to develop the park through transfer of assets and 
liabilities from CDC. 

0 The role and progress being made by Friends of the Park and the focus on 
securing grant funding. 

0 The proposed change from Town Park to Community Park. 
0 Maintenance. 

Public involvement and greater consultation. 
Town Park being for Cumbernauld not just north of A80 

The debate concluded with agreement that representatives from Friends of 
the Park should be invited to make a presentation to the Forum. 

6 MINOR INJURIES 

Tom passed round copies of the plan. He reported that since the objection 
by the Forum the plan has been revised and parking has been increased by 
9 spaces. Members agreed that the objection should now be withdrawn. 

7 AOCB 

7.1 Tom reported that the proposed development by Scottish Water at 
Deersdyke had been wrongly reported as an animal incineration 
plant. The development will be a composting plant using kitchen 
waste, grass cuttings etc. An open meeting to provide information 
has been scheduled for 31 May. 

7.2 Gordon Wright suggested that there may be scope at the new 
development at Wardpark to include a multi cinema complex. The 
Forum agreed to write to UCI, Cine World etc. 

8 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 12 June at 7.30 p.m. in the 
District Court Rooms. Tea and coffee will be provided. 
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Cumbernauld Community Forum 
Meeting held on Tuesday 12 June 2007 
At 7.30 in Cumbernauld District Court 

In Attendance: Alice Homer 
Yvonne McDermott 
Tom Reilly 
Ramsay Kyle 
Jimmy McKechnie 
Cllr Gordon S Murray 
Barney Kinsler 
H J Ogden 
Billy Lees 
Bobby Johnstone 
Pauline Stewart 
Thomas Bowler 
Mai Crawford 
lain Sinclair 
Cllr Alan O’Brien 
Sam Mitchell 
Allan Sneddon 

Apologies: Mae Hardy 
Reg Newton 
Ann Newton 

Carbrain & Hillcrest Community Council 
Kenilworth Patient Partner Group 
CACE 
Balloch Eastfield CC 
Darroch Way Residents Association 
Elected Member NLC 
Craigmarloch CC 
Cumbernuald Community Park 
Westfield CC 
Condorrat Community Council 
ClubNet 
ClubNet 
Kyle Citizens Community Trust 
Cumbernauld YMCAMNCA 
Elected Member NL 
Association of Community Council 
Condorrat Community Council 

Kenilworth Patient Partner Group 
Probus 
Scrabble Club 

I ITEM MINUTE ACTION 1 
2 CHAIR OPENING REMARKS 

2.1 Tom welcomed everyone to the meeting. He specifically welcomed Cllr 
Murray, Cllr O’Brien and Barney Kinsler and Mike Ogden from ‘Friends of 
the Park’. 

2.2 Tom reported that the new Chair of the Local Area Partnership is Cllr Willie 
Hogg. Tom expressed some concern that the LAP does not seem to be 
aware of issues raised at Forum meetings or of the Forum Action Plan. 

2.2 Tom reported that the ‘Vision’ seminar scheduled for 19 May was 
cancelled. 

3 ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTE 

3.1 Minute of 8 May was proposed by Ramsey Kyle and seconded by Bobby 
Johnstone. 

4 MATTERS ARISING 

4.1 Parking 
There was general concern expressed regarding a number of issues 
including: 
0 

3 hour restrictions 
The current inadequate number of parking spaces 
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4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

4.5 

0 Parking fines (f65) 
0 

0 

0 

0 

Parking provision for events, clubs/ organisations and activities held in 
adjacent public buildings over a period in excess of 3 hours. 
Parking for people employed or engaged in voluntary work in adjacent 
public buildings. 
Misuse of the Health Centre and local residential parking to avoid the 
possibility of a fine. 
Need to recognise that the Town Centre is a Town Centre not a 
Shopping Centre 

The Forum welcomed the opening of the Antonine Centre but saw the 
difficulties caused through parking as discouraging to retailers considering 
investing in the Town and potentially lessening the number shoppers. It 
was acknowledged that the problem with parking is more acute because 
Cumbernauld unlike most towns was designed for car users. The Forum 
decided to invite interested parties to the next meeting to discuss the 
issues raised. Individual groups were encouraged to write to Tesco, 
Campsie Centres, NLC etc. to express concern. 

Cumbernauld Housina Partnership 

Alice Homer gave a brief update regarding the CHP. She reported that the 
committee has been reduced in size and that talks with Sanctuary Scotland 
are progressing. 

Minor lniuries 

Tom reported that further to the announcement that A&E in Monklands 
Hospital is being retained that there has been cross party support in favour 
of maintaining the Minor Injury unit. 

Action Plan 

The members ratified the Action Plan 

A number of representatives of the Forum attended the Open Day held on 
31 May. The representatives concluded that project was a positive 
development. It was agreed that a representative from Deersdyke should 
be invited to a Forum meeting. 

5 TOWN PARK 

Tom introduced Barney Kinsler and Mike Ogden and invited them to address the 
Forum on developments regarding the Town Park. Barney began by giving a brief 
history. In 1993 the Local Plan adopted 3 proposal one of which was the Town 
Park. Nothing happened until 2003 when Craigmarlock Community Council 
engaged an architect to draw up plans for the park. This plan went in as an input 
to the Local Plan and proposed ring-fencing the Town Park against housing 
development. Again nothing happened until the Friends of the Park was set up in 
2005. Friends spent the next year developing a strategy eventually setting up as a 
Company Limited by Guarantee and beginning to seek funding. Mike continued to 
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1) 

2) 

6 

7 

outline more recent developments. Friends firstly want to ensure that the Park is 
free from any housing development. This has been signalled to David Jones who 
is receiving any consultation in relation to the new Local Plan. Mike stated that 
Friends have received a first grant of €200.00 for planting. They have also 
submitted an application to Woodlands in and around Towns (WIAAT). Mike said 
that Friends has become a more pro-active organisation actively pursuing 
development. He went on to say that Friends need support from all quarters. 
Council departments have given support in relation to funding applications and 
there has been positive cross party support from MPs, MSPs and Local 
Councillors. Barney went on to outline the 2 possible visions that Friends see for 
the Park. 

Small - A  nature park with paths, benches, bio-diversity. This vision may by 
affected by the 5 year planning cycle that could see the park re-zoned for housing 
in the future. 
Big - A  long-term plan that would see a community area with easily accessible 
activities include buildings to support a range of developments. This vision could 
cost €15m - €20 m. 

Over the next year Friends will engage in a major consultation exercise to 
determine what people want and reflecting what can be sustained. Friends intend 
to develop a business plan and apply to the Lottery for funding. This process 
could take up to 5 years. 

Tom asked for questions from the floor. 

Questions centred on 2 main issues: a) Friends being set up as a Limited 
Company; and b) the level of responsibility attached to NLC. 

a) Barney stated that Friends are following a model that is standard across 
Scotland. He said that setting up as a Limited Company was necessary to 
attract funding to the level required and it also provides a structure for 
account a bi I i ty . 

b) Barney stated that the Council had provided support regarding funding, 
planning and environment. 

Tom thanked Barney and Mike for their contribution. 

AOCB 

Tom announced that it is his intention to stand down as Chair at the next Forum 
meeting. He said that he has lost confidence that North Lanarkshire Council is 
interested in involving people. They talk about it but their actions tell the true tale. 
He said that he will continue to attend meetings but has become disillusioned with 
the lack of value placed on the contribution made by the Forum by partners and he 
was unsure whether the Forum was an effective mechanism to affect change. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was decided that there would not be a meeting in July. The next meeting will 
take place on Tuesday 14 August at 7.30 in the District Court Rooms. Tea and 
coffee will be provided. 
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