
Cumbernauld Community Forum 
Meeting held on Tuesday 11 September 2007 
At 7.30 p.m. in Cumbernauld District Court 

In Attendance: Bobby Johnstone 
J. McKechnie 
Paul Justice 
Alan Sneddon 
Sam Mitchell 
Christine McNeil 
Billy Lees 
Kevin Mullarkey 
Ramsey Kyle 
John Gibb 
Mia Crawford 
David Jones 
Cllr Gordon Murray 
Robert Towart 

Apologies: Tom Reilly 
Reg Newton 
Ann Newton 
Alice Homer 
Lesley Fishleigh 
Bobby McBride 

Condorrat Community Council 
Darroch Way Residents Association 
Cumbernauld Rugby Club 
Condorrat Community Council 
Association of Community Councils 
Women’s Watershed 
Westfield Community Council 
Community Engagement Officer 
Balloch Eastfield C. C. 
Village Community Council 

Local Plans Team Leader 
Elected Member NLC 
NLC CLAD 

CACE 
CHOA 
Scrabble Club 
Carbrain & Hillcrest C.C. 

2. CHAIR OPENING REMARKS 

2.1 Billy Lees taking his place as Chair of the Forum welcomed 
everyone to the meeting. He specifically welcomed Paul Justice a 
new member representing Cumbernauld Rugby Club and Cllr 
M urra y . 

2.2 Billy introduced Kevin Mullarkey. He Stated that the Chief 
Executives Department has appointed Kevin to the new post of 
Community Engagement Officer. Kevin will support the Community 
Forums in Cumbernauld, Kilsyth and the Northern Corridor. Billy 
suggested that a meeting between the Forum Office Bearers and 
Kevin should be organised to clarify level of support and role and 
responsibilities. Kevin gave a short introduction and said he was 
here to support the Forum and to add value to the ideas and agenda 
of the Forum. 

2.3 Billy stated that he has been appointed to the Licensing Forum. He 
could not say at this stage what influence the Licensing Forum might 
have. He will keep the Community Forum appraised. 

3. ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTE 



Minute of 14 August was proposed by Jimmy McKechnie and seconded by 
Ramsey Kyle. 

4. MATTERS ARISING 

4.1 Parking 

Billy reported that in light of considerable lobbying by the forum and 
other groups the Antonine Centre and Tesco have increased the 
parking limit to 4 hours. He said that other options are being 
considered including; free parking on Saturday and Sunday, free 
parking during December and a review of the fine system currently 
operating. He said that the Forum would keep promoting the view of 
the local people of Cumbernauld until a fairer resolution can be 
found. 

5. GUEST SPEAKER - DAVID JONES 

Billy introduced David Jones Local Plans Team Leader and invited him to 
address the meeting. 
David said he welcomed the opportunity to speak to the Forum. He distributed 
a copy of the Policy Document, an executive summary of the Local Plan and a 
copy of the slide presentation on the Local Plan. 
He said that the Draft Local Plan has gone through committee and is now 
being taken out to the community for consultation. The consultation will run 
from 23 July to 2 November 2007. He distributed Standard Representation 
Forms that are the appropriate forms in the process of making comment. 

He showed the Forum the green wallet that will form the basis for consultation 
which contains; the Land Use Document, the Land Supplies Document, a 
Plan of the Northern Area and an Audit of Strategy, Policy and Proposals that 
also includes a CD ROM. 

He outlined the 4 Fundamental Policies; Amount of Development, Location of 
Development, Impact of Development and Quality of Development and the 4 
Area Priorities: Town Centres, Ravenscraig, A8/M8 Corridor and Urban 
Expansion. 
He highlighted the urban expansion in Cumbernauld South that is part of the 
affordable housing policy. He indicated that 25% of the housing would be 
handed over and managed by Housing Associations. 
The target date for the Finalised Plan is September 2008. At that stage any 
outstanding objections will be put to the Reporter. 

Billy thanked David for his presentation and asked for questions. 
A question was asked regarding the implications for the water supply. 
David said that Scottish Water had received the Draft Plan but had not yet 
made a formal response. 
A number of members were concerned about the sell off of land by NLC. 
David said that the Council recognises that there is a need to provide 
opportunities for development. 



A question was asked regarding the adequacy of the amenity tip to cope with 
the increased housing. 
David said that waste disposal was a separate issue and that proposals would 
arise over the months ahead. 
A number of questions centred on the use ‘green space’ for housing and a 
lack of clarity regarding the areas designated on the Plan as ‘Reserved for 
Community use’. 
David said that the ‘open space audit’ would create an inventory clarify 
planners view of specific locations. 

Billy thanked David for his presentation. 

6. AOCB 

6.1 Bobby Johnstone circulated a copy of correspondence regarding 
Assets and Liabilities. He will report any progress to future 
meetings. 

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 9 October at 7.30 in the District 
Court Rooms. 


