
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 2nd September 2008 

In Stepps Cultural Centre 

Present John Rose (Chair) 
David Murray 
Anne Tobia 
Norrie Mills 
Norman Lancaster 
Cath Paton 
Marvyn MacKay 
Sir Charles Gray 
John Barr 
Oona Scougall 
June Blanchard 

(Chryston Community Council) 
(Chryston Community Council) 
(Mood ies burn Community Council) 
(Mood ies burn Community Council) 
(Muirhead Seniors Forum) 
(Spark Initiative - Honeypot Nursery) 
(Stepps & District Community Council) 

(Ist Chryston Boys Brigade) 
(Chryston &Stepps Guides’ Division) 
(SWRI, Chryston Bowling Club) 

In Attendance Sandie Mackay (North Lanarkshire Council) 

Apologies George McArthur, lrene McColl, Rosalyn Griffiths, Cllr Wallace 

Welcome John Rose welcomed everyone present, and advised that he wished to raise 
some pre-meeting business. There had been an allegation by a councillor 
regarding Fora taking bribes to get mentioned in the North Lanarkshire News. 
After discussion, it was resolved that we should write to the Chief Executive 
and ask for an apology from the councillor, and that we should then write to 
the leader of the party concerned. 

Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd June 2008 

The previous minutes were adopted unanimously. 

Matters arising 

(i) North Lanarkshire News - it was noted that circulation was still not 
reaching everyone in any one postcode. 

(ii) Men’s Health Day - In reply to a question from the floor, the chairman 
advised that this had been something of a washout, with very few 
showing any interest in the Forum’s display. 

(iii) Regarding local health concerns, the NHS had advised that “there is no 
intention of interrupting the patient flow under GP references to 
Consultants” within the Strathkelvin part of the Northern Area of North 
Lanarkshire. 

Correspondence 
meetings that he had attended as appropriate. 

Chair advised that this was restricted to calling notices for various 



Chair’s ReDort This was consolidated in matters reported hereafter. 

Treasurer’s ReDort The balance at the bank as of 26‘h August was f579.74, with cash in 
hand of f27.05, giving a balance of f606.79, less this evening’s expenses. 

Forum Priorities 

1. Health and Promotions of the Forum 

Chair had attended a meeting on 20th August with the North Area Manager for 
Lanarkshire NHS, with the chairs of two other Fora to discuss what projects (if any) 
the Fora were considering for the coming year. Being aware of at least one Bowel 
Cancer Support Group, John Rose thought we might consider promoting an umbrella 
Cancer Support Group, which would encourage the formation of various types of 
cancer support groups, with funding from Lanarkshire NHS. On putting this to 
Geraldine Queen in broad terms (as he not discussed it with the Forum), John was 
able to report that Geraldine liked the idea but agreed that the idea would need 
refining and the need to ensure that there was full co-ordination with existing parties 
such as MacMillan, etc. 

John Rose suggested that the officer group get together to discuss this and other 
matters such as publicity. 

2. Infrastructure 

At the LAP, the Convenor had charged the North Area Regeneration Manager with 
resolving the problem of a base for us before the next LAP, failing which he requires 
a written report at the LAP. John had proposed that NLC rent a small office space at 
their expense in the continuing absence of available space from them. He has had 
no reaction, so far, but the Regeneration Manager is meeting all his involved officers 
on 4‘h September. Our Forum is unanimous in agreeing that we cannot perform our 
required duties in the absence of a base from which to work and at which the 
community can contact us 

LAP ReDort (Meetincl at Stems) 

This meeting was mainly concerned with Cumbernauld matters, but, in a report given by 
NHS Lanarkshire, it was confirmed that the integration of primary care in the Northern 
Corridor would be effected by April 2009 and that two local GP practices (one in Muirhead, 
one in Stepps) had been included in this integration, which gave the GP Practices 
representation on the committee for the first time. In answer to a question from John as to 
what effect this integration would have on access to Glasgow hospitals from the Northern 
Corridor, he was assured that access would not change. He was also assured that the 
question of past refusals of patient referrals had been resolved and would not recur, and he 
has now received written confirmation. 



Licensing Forum 

Chair gave a brief report on the last Licensing Forum meeting, which had proved 
unsatisfactory insofar as it appeared that consultations with the public had to be supported 
by statistical evidence from the police, social services, etc. he had then written a long letter 
to the NLC co-ordinator to that Forum, asking that the members be given a full, written brief 
as to their role and the format of the consultation process so that there is influence on the 
decisions of the Board and the legislators. A response is awaited. 

NCCF Base 

We are awaiting a response from the Regeneration Manager following a meeting he 
is having on 4th September 

Date of Next Meeting 

It was proposed that the next meeting be 7'h October, at Chryston High School; this is to be 
confirmed. 

Future Speakers 

It was agreed that any decision about possible future speakers be delayed until we have 
more active members. 

Other Comwtent Business 

(i) In answer to a question regarding what appeared to be drilling works in Lindsaybeg 
Road, Chair explained that he thought it was a problem regarding an underground void 
which had to be filled; he was investigating. 

(ii) Marvyn advised that he had attended a meeting of the NHS Reference Group on 5th 
August, which he had found useful. 

(iii) It was agreed that there should be an officers' meeting on Thursday 18'h September 
at 7.00 pm to discuss membership, publicity, etc. 

. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .......( Chair) ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ......( Date) 


