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to the 

Local Area Partnership - Meeting on 19 February 2009 

Palliative Carer Project with the NHS Lanarkshire 

We are at present progressing with NHS Lanarkshire a project to form a Cancer Palliative Carers help directory. This 
project aims to bring together information and contact details of all the Carer Organisations in the North Area initially. In 
order to ensure that all the existing Organisations are made aware of the intentions of this project it is intended to 
canvas them to obtain their own preferences and ideas that may be incorporated into the project. Such consultations 
will be time consuming but essential if we are to be successful in giving the community a useful help-line. 

Auchengeoch Mine Disaster Anniversary 

As you are aware this September is the 50th Anniversary of the Auchengeoch Mine Disaster and the Forum is working 
with the Miner’s Club to promote their planned Celebration Event and Memorial Project. 

Community Safety Event 

The Forum in conjunction with the Service Provider Partners are organising a Community Safety Event at the Pivot 
Centre on the 28 March from mid morning to early afternoon. Publicity for this event will be throughout the Northern 
Corridor both in the press and notices in shops and public buildings. 

Express Bus Route to Stepps 

The Forum made a written submission to First Group for consideration to be given to reinstating an express service 
through Stepps to Glasgow and Cumbernauld. The Forum has received a negative response from First Group to which 
the Forum will be submitting further information regarding some of the reasons stated by First Group. 

Train Service between Stepps and Motherwell 

This is an SPT subsidised service sponsored by North Lanarkshire Council to improve transport links between 
Motherwell and the north area of the county. In respect of Cumbernauld, it provides an hourly service to and from 
Cumbernauld to Motherwell. However, it would be a much better service if it were timed to connect with the 
Cumbernauld - Glasgow services at Greenfaulds where passengers from Gartcosh and Stepps could benefit from this 
link with Motherwell, the civic centre for NLC. As the timetable is at present, the service from Glasgow via Stepps and 
Gartcosh arrives at Greenfaulds 2 minutes after the Cumbernauld - Motherwell service has departed. The next service 
is 58 minutes later. Coming from Motherwell, the service arrives at Greenfaulds 2 minutes before the Glasgow service 
departs from the opposite platform. This hardly gives time for passengers to cross to other side. If the Motherwell to 
Cumbernauld service is running only 1 or 2 minutes late, there is no possibility of catching the Glasgow service. In this 
direction the next service is sooner at 30 minutes. All that seems to be required to make proper connections at 
Greenfaulds would be to marginally reschedule these services. This would then provide a service which served more of 
the northern area of North Lanarkshire, Gartcosh and Stepps, and thus enhance the original intention of adding this 
service to the rail network in the county. It would give an approximate journey time from Stepps to Motherwell of 
approximately 40 minut5s whereas the alternative via Glasgow is over 1 hour and longer for passengers from 
Gartcosh. 
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Bid for Regeneration Development Fund 

This project was discussed at the last Forum meeting and has since been submitted to Martin Dickson for 
consideration. 
Site of the former Communitv Centre, Cardowan Drive, SteoDs. 
Since the demolition of the community centre, this site has been left as levelled rubble fenced off by an unsightly 
security fence warning of danger. As there appear to be no plans for the site it would benefit from being landscaped 
and a garden of some description created. Consideration might also be given to the erection of a descriptive board 
giving information regarding history of the former building which was one of the oldest buildings in the community and 
housed the first church and I believe school, in Stepps. It is not a large site and there would appear to be no 
commercial value or use by any potential purchaser. Given the site’s historical significance, this proposal would ensure 
this association and historical connection would not be lost. 

Northern Corridor Community Forum AGM 

This meeting is to be held on the 3 March 2009 at 7.00 pm at the Pivot Centre Moodiesburn. 

John Rose 

Chair Northern Corridor Community Forum 


