
THE NORTHERN CORRIDOR COMMUNITY FORUM 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 23rd June 2009 

In Stepps Cultural Centre 

Present John Rose (Chair) (Chryston Community Council) 
Anne Tobia (Moodiesburn Community Council) 
Norrie Mills (Moodiesburn Community Council 
Cath Paton 
Billy Bell (Deaf Blind Scotland) 
Derek Shrive 

(Honeypot Nursery - Spark Initiative) 

(Deaf Blind Scotland - Guide) 

In Attendance Rosalyn Griffiths (North Lanarkshire Council) 
David McArthur (Now You’re Talking) 
Greg Burgess (SAMH) (part of meeting) 

Apolonies George McArthur, Nicola Smith, Anne D’Ouse, Norman Lancaster, Marvin 
McKay, June Blanchard, John Barr and Cllr. McGlinchey 

Welcome John Rose welcomed everyone present, and expressed disappointment at the 
low turn out. 

Minutes of the meetinn held on 1 lth November 2008 

The minutes were accepted unanimously, on the motion of Anne Tobia., seconded by Rosalyn 
Griff it h. 

Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

Chair’s Report 

(i) John Rose reported that since the last meeting he had attended the following Meetings:- 

29 Mav Licensing Board in Motherwell, the purpose of which was so that he could see the 
Board in action, in order to meet the requirement of the Licensing Forum, as it had been 
agreed that the Forum could not fulfil its remit without knowing how the Board operated. An 
interesting application had taken the Board two and a half hours to resolve, with objections by 
the Police and by the Immigration Dept, involving illegal immigrants employed at a Chinese 
establishment. The original application was refused, and was then transferred to a manager, 
but that was also refused. 

4 June Along with Norman Lancaster and representatives of the NL Fora, to progress the 
formation of the Forum Network, that is being constituted to give the Fora another route to the 
NPL Board through the Voluntary Sector Partnership Group. At this meeting, those present 
agreed a format for the Network and proposed a representation on the VSPG. The proposal is 
being put to the VSPG for approval prior to another meeting of Network in August. 
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9 June NHS Lanarkshire Reference Group in Motherwell. Here one of the main items that 
arose was the operation of the trial bus service for hospital visitors. This showed a very low 
uptake, apparently due in part to the fact that the majority of the routes were on existing 
service routes and the use of community buses had not been utilised. Due to the low take up 
and high cost of providing those buses, it appears that that this service will be discontinued, 
but it was agreed that the group within NHS would be provided with contact details for 
community buses operating within North Lanarkshire, including the Beacon Bus, but so far 
John had heard nothing. 

15 June A meeting with an audio specialist to take forward a possible portable audio system 
to aid hard of hearing attending meetings such as this. Further meetings are to be held with 
NHS and Deaf/Blind Scotland to try to come up with a worthwhile and economic system. One 
is being looked at; this has been taken up with the Forum Network who are interested as are 
N H S La narks h i re. 

17 June With Martin Dickson to discuss the funding arrangements for the Auchengeich 
Memorial followed by a meeting with Rosalyn to discuss NCCF matters. The funding from the 
Coalfields Regeneration Trust has arrived, but some of the funding is being supplied form 
other sources; this could cause problems with the Trust, and NHS Lanarkshire also want to be 
involved. 

12 June The Licensing Forum in Motherwell, where we discussed then question of criteria 
open to objection to licensing applications, regarding the present operation of the new 
legislation. John was asked if he would be one of the two representatives of the Licensing 
Forum to attend a two day National Licensing Conference at Aviemore in September, and he 
agreed. 

This day (23 June), John had submitted to NL News copy regarding our activities, including 
photographs taken at the Community Health and Safety Day. 

Over the next two weeks, he would have the following meetings:- 

24 June With NHS Lanarkshire to discuss their possible involvement in part of the 
Auchengeich Memorial Commemoration and the possible audio system. 

25 June With Auchengeich Miners Club in connection with the Commemoration. 

26 June With the Licensing Board 

29 June Chryston Community Council 

With the Third Sector Interface Focus Group, plus one other member 

John had also received notice of a meeting sometime in August as a preliminary to a full 
conference to be held in February to be organised by Community Learning and Development; 
the subject of the August meeting was to survey the North Area regarding what issues may 
affect individuals over 50 in the area. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

In the absence of the Treasurer, John advised that the total balance was f5,488.14, but 
f4,843 of this is for the Miners’ Commemoration, so our current balance is f595.14 

Now You’re Talking 

John Rose invited David McArthur to tell us about this project. 

The group was launched on 16 March 2009 at a meeting to form a depression support 
group. The frequent meetings are focussed on getting a life back for people with 
depression. Suicide Prevention Week in September will aim to reduce suicide rates in 
North Lanarkshire. There is an event in the Muirfield Centre on 5 September with 
workshops and other aspects to encourage a positive life. A company, previously 
known as JJB, but now DW Sports, has come on board and will do demonstrations. On 
Friday 12 September, the group are doing a stage play as part of a celebration of the 
lives that have been lost through suicide. Some shows will be brought to the Pivot 
Centre later in the year. David then introduced Greg Burgess of SAMH, who had 
entered the meeting and who is the Choose Life Coordinator for that organisation for 
North Lanarkshire. 

Greg described a range of activities for which he is responsible, all aimed at reducing 
suicide rates, currently about one per week in North Lanarkshire and over 700 per 
annum throughout Scotland. Four taxis in North Lanarkshire have an anti-suicide 
message, more are required, and the message is being extended to some local bus 
advertising. 1,400 people in North Lanarkshire have been trained in suicide prevention. 

John thanked David and Greg for their presentations. 

Community Interests 

John exhorted all those present to discuss with their neighbours and friends in the area 
any interests of concern to them and to feed back to the forum. 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on 18th August at the Pivot Centre. When questioned about a 
meeting “during holiday time”, John advised that this was because of a pre-scheduled 
VSPG meeting 

. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. ....( Chair) .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . ...( Date) 
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