
1 c? AGENDA ITEM No ,__...-_ - 
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

NORTHERN LOCAL AREA 
PARTNERSHIP 

To: NORTHERN LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP 

From: HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Subject: CUMBERNAULD & KILSYTH 
TOWN CENTRES 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on the progress made in 
delivering the Regeneration of Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Town Centres. 

2. Cumbernauld Town Centre Action Plan 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Regarding the Cumbernauld Town Centre Signage Strategy, Merson Sign Design are 
progressing designs and costs for the main elements of the commission, the pedestrian 
wayfinding system and improved signing for the town centre car parks. Presentations on 
the developing strategy have been delivered by Merson Signs to the North Local Area 
Team and the Cumbernauld Town Centre Owners in order to gain feedback from key 
stakeholders within the town centre. A consultation session will be held with Local 
Members representing Cumbernauld and Cumbernauld Community Forum to feed back on 
the proposals once it is clear what is supported by the town centre owners and what is 
achievable in terms of timescale and scope of the project. 

Initial steps have been taken on developing proposals to enhance the public realm along 
the ”Southern Boulevard” between Asda and Cumbernauld College. This will look to 
provide welcoming pedestrian spaces along the length of the boulevard, to help create a 
sense of place in the town centre and encourage greater use of these spaces. These 
enhancements will specifically compliment the signage strategy in encouraging greater use 
of the town centre. It is envisaged that a session to discuss the proposals will be held with 
Local Members representing Cumbernauld and the Cumbernauld Community forum once 
proposals are further developed and it is clear what is achievable within the scope of the 
project. 

Design work has also been progressing on the Cumbernauld Town Centre Vehicular 
Approaches project, focussed on the main approaches to the town centre from Glasgow 
Road to the west and Wilderness Brae to the east. The proposals are based on the theme 
of the ”meeting of the waters”. Consultation with Local Members and community groups 
has shown widespread support for the proposals. The final designs will be distributed to 
Local Members and Cumbernauld Community Forum once available, and it is also intended 
that a display will be installed within the town centre to inform the public of the plans. It is 
planned that implementation of this project will be taken forward over the 2009/10 and 
201 011 1 financial years with work commencing on site in January 201 0. 
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3 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

Kilsyth Town Centre Action Plan 

Kilsyth Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS) 

Work has progressed on the priority projects included in the CARS scheme which secured 
f325,000 of funding from Historic Scotland, comprising the rebuilding of the White House, a 
shopfront improvement grants programme and some further public realm improvement 
work. 

Works have recently been completed on Phase 1 of the shopfront improvement 
programme, which has involved 14 separate premises. The Historic Scotland support is 
currently f100,OOO for this project and the Council has been able to offer 90% grants to 
encourage a significant package of environmental improvements. A planning application 
has recently been approved for improvements to a further 6 properties as a Phase 2 of this 
scheme, and costs for these works and the agreement of shop applicants are currently 
being finalised, with a view to improvement works being carried out on site during 
November. 

Following the award of Heritage Lottery funding for the enhancement of Burngreen Park, 
detailed design work for the agreed proposals has been carried out by lronside Farrar 
Environmental Consultants and a tendering process for the improvements is underway. 
This will lead to significant enhancements in the Park in Spring 2010. 

The boundary of the Conservation Area has now been amended, following public 
consultation earlier this year, to include small additional areas of open space at the junction 
of Burnbank Terrace and Kingston Road, and at Miners Memorial Park, together with 
Duntreath Cottage. The updated Kilsyth Conservation Area Appraisal and Management 
Plan is now on the Council’s website. 

Concerning the Category B listed White House, officers within Planning and Development 
continue to work in pursuit of the redevelopment of both the White House and the adjoining 
Council owned 44/48 Main Street building. Recommendations to grant planning permission 
and listed building consent were agreed by Committee on 13‘h August 2009 for a 
refurbishment scheme to create 2 flats on the upper floors of both the White House and the 
Council-owned 44/48 Main Street, with potential retail unit space on the ground floor. The 
LBC application has been referred to Historic Scotland as required by government 
regulations. 

A bid was submitted in June 2009 to the Government’s Town Centre Regeneration Fund, 
for grant funding for all North Lanarkshire’s Town Centres, and this includes an element of 
gap funding to assist the redevelopment of the White House and 44-48 Main Street, Kilsyth. 
Further details and an update on this are given below. 

4 Town Centre Regeneration Fund 

4.1 The first round of Town Centre Regeneration Fund allocations by the Scottish Government 
did not include funding for Cumbernauld town centre. A subsequent bid has been 
submitted for the second round of allocations which again includes an element of funding 
for enhancing the public realm of the “Southern Boulevard” between Asda and 
Cumbernauld College as well as the town centre signage strategy. A decision on the bid is 
expected in mid to late October, with the grant needing to be spent during the 2009/10 
financial year. 
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4.2 For Kilsyth, the Government’s Town Centre Regeneration Fund award which was 
announced in August 2009 includes gap funding to assist the refurbishment of the White 
House (36-42) together with 44-48 Main Street, Kilsyth, and also the refurbishment and 
redevelopment of the former Co-operative and More Stores buildings at 56-62 Main Street. 
Partners in the Kilsyth element of the bid include Rock DCM, Clyde Valley Housing 
Association and Kilsyth Community Council. Tender costs for the refurbishment of 36-48 
Main Street have been received and overall cost information for both sites is being 
reviewed, with a view to establishing a robust project framework for the redevelopment of 
these two sites, to allow a site start this Autumn. The TCRF grant needs to be spent during 
the 2009/10 financial year. 

5 Urgent Works Notice for the White House, Kilsyth 

5.1 Members will be aware that earlier this year authorisation was given by the Planning and 
Transportation Committee to the preparation and servin of an ‘Urgent Works Notice’ on 
the owners of the White House. This was served on 19 June and the required period of 
notice for the works to be carried out by them expired on lgth August 2009. The Council is 
therefore now in a position where it can organise the carrying out of the specified works, 
with a subsequent recharge against the building owners. The specified urgent works 
essentially comprise: the re-instatement of the roof, in order to protect the building from 
further damage from weather exposure; certain prior downtakingd demolitions/ rot 
eradication, excavations and concrete work; and builderwork and stone restoration, to 
ensure the building is structurally sound and protected against water ingress. Tender costs 
for these Urgent Works have recently been received, which the Council is now assessing. 

B 

5.2 In light of the current review work of costs related to the two Town Centre Regeneration 
Fund projects for Kilsyth which is described above, the Council will be seeking to resolve 
with the owners the best way to progress works. With the addition of the Town Centre 
Regeneration Fund allocated grant, there is now a real prospect that a full refurbishment 
project for both the White House and the adjacent Council owned 44-48 Main Street (as 
well as for 56-62 Main Street) may be underway this Autumn. If agreement between the 
TCRF bid partners does not prove possible on a project brief to take this overall project 
forward, then the Council could then move independently to carry out urgent works to the 
White House, and on progressing the refurbishment of 44-48 Main Street in conjunction 
with the Kilsyth Community Council and using the TCRF grant. The Local Area Partnership 
will be kept informed of progress on these matters and a verbal update will be given at the 
Partnership meeting. 

6. Cumbernauld Village Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme 

6.1 The Cumbernauld Village CARS scheme has been approved to run from April 2009 to 
March 2013. Most of the approved projects will commence on the ground after April 2010, 
although development work has progressed on improvements to the Lang Riggs open 
space and on street furniture improvements, in consultation with local community 
representatives. The local community have also been carrying out a consultation exercise 
on the former Primary School, as an input to the Council commissioning design work on 
future options for the school, this financial year. Further updates on projects contained 
within the Cumbernauld Village CARS will be provided to the Local Area Partnership as 
these develop further. 
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6. Recommendation 

6.1 It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives that have progressed recently within Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Town Centres. 

PATRICK J KELLY 
HEAD OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Denis O’Kane on 01236 616239 or Richard Cartwright on 01236 616537 (15 September 2009) 
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