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Present 

Northern Corridor Community Forum 

Minutes of Meeting held 29‘h June 20 10 

At Stepps Cultural Centre 

John Rose 
June Blanchard 
Anne Tobia 
Norrie Mills 
Marvyn MacKay 
Cath Paton 
George McArthur 
Norman Lancaster 
Billy Bell 
Gail McLean 

(Chryston Community Council) (President) 
(Chryston BC) 
(Moodiesburn Community Council) 
(Moodiesburn Community Council) 
(Stepps and District Community Council) 
(Spark Initiative - Honeypot Nursery) 
(Spark Initiative) 
(Muirhead Seniors Forum) 
(Deaf Blind Scotland) 
(Deaf Blind Scotland) 

In Attendance Rosalyn Griffith (North Lanarkshire Council) 

Apolopies Oona Scougall, john Barr, David Murray. 

Welcome John welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Minutes The minutes of the meeting held on 18th May 2010 were approved on the 
motion of Anne Tobia, seconded by Norman Lancaster. It was noted that 
the minutes of the January meeting had not been approved, and Rosalyn 
Griffith advised that she would chase them up. 

Chair’s ReportJohn advised that, on 20th May 2010, he had attended a special meeting of 
the LAP regarding the proposed changes to the satellite Radiography 
departments. This was a presentation by NHS Lanarkshire which 
proposed that the satellite department at Cumbernauld Medical Centre be 
closed, as the equipment needed to be replaced; due to cost restraints, it 
would be more viable to concentrate these services at Monklands, Wishaw 
and Hairmyres. They also proposed that the out of hours service at 
Cumbernauld be reduced due to the small numbers using the service at 
certain times. The LAP’S advice was sought on this. John had asked if 
the statistics upon which this was based could be given so that a fact based 
opinion could be given at the next LAP meeting. This was agreed, but no 
statistics have been received as yet. 

On 27 May, he had attended the Licensing Forum meeting at which 
presentations were given on tackling drug addiction. Comment on the 



Board’s Policy document was held over to the next meeting so that we 
could comment on the new draft and not on the existing document. 

On 3rd June, John had attended a special meeting of the Network Fora at 
Airdrie, which was convened to see how the Fora sat with this 
organization which was now dominated by NLC as another vehicle to 
direct the Fora. As NLC had now made membership a requirement for the 
Fora to receive NLC support, it was agreed that the Chair would write to 
the Chief Exec, NLC, on the Fora’s behalf expressing our concerns as to 
the treatment of the Fora by NLC. It was also proposed that the Fora 
might form an Association of Fora to allow them to discuss mutual 
interests and to share experiences. This has still to be taken further. 

On 15th June, John and Marvyn attended the PPF Reference Group, and 
John asked Marvyn to give us a short report on this after he had completed 
the Chair’s Report. 

On the 21St June, john had attended a meeting organized by NHS 
Lanarkshire who are proposing to set up a Lanarkshire-wide Diabetes 
Forum, so that there can be a concentrated engagement between the NHS 
and all parties involved with diabetes. John had been asked by the NHS to 
give a presentation on how such a Forum could be set up and the various 
forms that this could take. 

Ros advised that she will try to arrange for publicity for this new Forum 
through the NLC News. 

PPF Reference Group Report 

Marvyn advised that the business of the meeting had not been completed. 
There had been presentations on Maternal and Infant Nutrition Levels, and 
Out of Hours Services. They had asked for a leaflet to be sent to every 
household in the Northern Corridor, but so far this has not been 
forthcoming. Proposals for expanding the membership of the PPF 
Reference Group had been made. John andor Marvyn always attend; 
other issues are not always represented. John had sampled the menu at 
Monklands Hospital, and had reported that it was of a reasonable standard. 

Treasurer’ s Report 

In the absence of the Treasurer, John advised that our current balance is 
&1,922.14. 

He then advised that that would allow us to spend 223 per month on a 
contract with Opal for a telephone line and broad band connection for our 
office in the Pivot Centre, with no charge for the line. The Council would 



have to be approached for approval. A proposal to proceed was moved by 
Norrie Mills, seconded by Anne Tobia, and approved. 

Regeneration Projects 

Norman Lancaster proposed that work be done at Johnston Loch in 
Gartcosh, to provide a pathway with seats in a south-easterly direction 
from the Garden Centre towards the road, to improve the amenity of the 
area. 

Norrie Mills suggested that the request from Moodiesburn Community 
Council to provide bus lay bys in Stoneyetts Road for safety reasons be 
progressed, as the current arrangements were a danger to traffic on the hill 
up from the traffic lights. 

There was a request that the play areas in Moorpark in Muirhead be up- 
graded. 

Marvyn advised that the Council had also been requested to progress a 
similar project in Stepps Park but had been told that a voluntary group 
would have to be set up to ssek funding from other sources. 

Marvyn also advised that Beautiful North Lanarkshire had been 
approached regarding a joint venture between Stepps and Muirhead 
regarding a project to add a few more planters to the main streets. 

LAP Business Anne Tobia asked that the problems being experienced by the Anstruther 
Holiday Project be raised with the LAP. Social Work Department had 
originally asked Chryston and Moodiesburn Community Councils to assist 
in the running of this project, which provided cheap holidays for 
disadvantaged families in a caravan, originally at Anstruther but now in 
Dollar, contributing Section 10 funding to assist. Section 10 funding was 
now being axed, which would make it impossible to carry on, this year 
there only being 21,000 available, and this being reduced to 2500 next 
year. Bearing in mind that the local authority had asked voluntary 
organizations to run this project in the first place, it was imperative that 
the local authority assistance be maintained. A motion to have this raised 
at the LAP was made by Anne Tobia, seconded by Norrie Mills, and 
approved. 

Other Competent Business 

(i) A question was raised regarding the addition of lighting and 
resurfacing to the road leading up to the garden centre in Gartcosh. 
It was considered likely that this would be a private road and not 



(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

eligible for Council work. John advised that he would speak to 
parties concerned and sound out the situation. 

Ros reminded the meeting that NHS Lanarkshire funding was still 
available, but proposals regarding expenditure were needed, for 
example on a Schools' Health Week in October. The project 
previously proposed could be rejuvenated. 

The meeting was advised that there is a Scottish Independent 
Regeneration Network, of which membership is free. It was 
agreed that we should join this. 

Norman Lancaster advised that he had attended a meeting on 
Living Well, a joint exercise by NLC and the Living Experience 
Forum. This dealt with six aspects of the life experience and was 
worth attending. 

Date of Next Meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 17" August 2010, in 
the Pivot Centre. 

This minute approved . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . ... . .. . .. . . (Date) ............................ (Chair) 


