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Venue: Link Community Centre 
Cumbernauld 

Item 
Present: 

Billy Lees - Cumbernauld Community Forum (Chair) 
lain Sinclair - Cumbernauld YMCA- YWCA 
Alice Homer - Carbrain Hillcrest Community Council 
Christine McNeil - Women’s Watershed Group 
Gordon Wright - Westerwood Community Council 
J. Hennessy - F.O.C. 
Elizabeth Dunphy - Unemployed Workers 
David Cooke - Y.M.C.A. 
John M King - Etive Neighbourhood Watch 
Alan Sneddon - Condorrat Community Council 
Wilma Knox - C.H.P. Tenants Forum 
Jackie Cowx - Freedom City Church 
Donald Masteron - FSSE DEE 
Brian O’Neill - The Alpha Project 
Alison McCallum - STV Cumbernauld 

In attendance: 

Yvonne Cameron - (Minutes) V.A.N.L. 
Donna Morris - Volunteering Services Development 

Manager, V.A.N.L. 
Cllr. Bob Chadha - North Lanarkshire Council 
Cllr. Gordon Murray - North Lanarkshire Council 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting, especially during the 
holiday period 

Apologies: 

D. McArthur 
J. Gibson 
R. Griff iths 
M. Hardie 
Gerald Murphy 
Peter Murphy 

Scottish Health Council: 

Chair advised that he will contact the Scottish Health Council 
re attending a future meeting 

Chairperson’s Remarks - A.G.M. 

3illy expressed his gratitude to Cllr. Chadha for the invitation 
sxtended to the Children’s games. Billy informed members it 
Nas a great day and there were 34 countries in attendance 

Action 
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at the games. 
members re this event. 

Billy distributed copies of information to 

The Forum A.G.M. is scheduled to take place on 13’ 
September 201 1, at Muirfield Centre. Billy asked all groups 
to submit their reports as soon as possible to lain Sinclair to 
enable the A.G.M. report to be completed. 

Billy reminded members to submit their nomination papers. 
The position of Treasurer is up for nomination, anyone 
interested please submit nomination papers as soon as 
possible. Billy also advised that he would be standing again 
for chair and that lain Sinclair had agreed to stand again for 
Secretary. 

Billy informed members he hopes to have Nicole Simpson in 
attendance. Nicole will be appearing on the X Factor and is 
currently through to boot camp. Billy asked members to 
wish her well in her endeavours. 

Billy reminded members, the Carbrain Gala Day is on 
Saturday 13‘h August. Billy asked members to support the 
Gala Day at St. Margaret’s Primary School from 11 .OO am - 
3.00 pm. Billy apologised to Alice for the Gala day being so 
close to theirs and assured her that this would not happen 
next year. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting, 1 4‘h June 201 1 : 

Gala Dav 201 1 

Billy explained there had been a problem two days before 
the Gala Day in that David Smart from Roads and Planning 
Department, North Lanarkshire Council had instructed his 
staff to remove posters which were advertising the Gala Day. 
Billy noted “other posters for other events such as the 
Community Park are still up from June. This is absolutely 
ridiculous that North Lanarkshire Council are punishing a 
community group this way and I’m not at all happy about 
this”. 

The Gala Day was a great success. Some members 
commented that there were still lots of people who were still 
unaware the Gala Day was being held, despite posters and 
leaflets being distributed in all areas in Cumbernauld. 
Gordon Wright suggested the Forum should engage a 
company to distribute posters for Next Year’s Gala Day as 
lessons have been learned from this year. Cllr. Murray 
expressed his opinion, having the procession in Central Way 
was not a good idea. Billy responded: “Their have been no 
complaints made re the hold up of buses or cars” 
Discussion ensued 

Cllr. Chadha congratulated Billy and the Forum members for 
all their hard work in arranging the Gala Day. Cllr. Chadha 
offered to look into why posters were taken down by North 
Lanarkshire Council and report back to the Forum at their 
next meeting. Discussion ensued around next year’s Gala 
Day. 

Discussion took place re Campsie Bridge. “Getting 

Cllr. Chadha 



nowhere”. Billv updated members on current situation. Billv 
will write to those concerned re issues. Gordon Wright 
asked Billy to send everyone a copy of the letter he writes 
before sending this, as they make take more notice if there 
are more signatures. Alan Sneddon offered to draft a letter 
and send this to Billy and Gordon for their comments before 
this is officially sent out. Cllr. Chadha suggested writing to 
Campsie Board. Varied opinions were shared with 
members. All members agreed the Forum should push on 
the issues of concern. 

Proposed: J. King 
Seconded: J. Hennessey 

Matters Arising: 
None 

Group Reports: 
None 

Sub Group Reports - Donald Masteron 

Radioloqv 

Donald has contacted Jamie Hepburn (M.S.P.) however, no 
decision has been made. Consideration is being given to a 
One Centre for Cumbernauld. Donald expressed his opinion 
that he was opposed to this. ‘We need capital proposals 
and may have to go to war over the treatment rooms” 
Donald has informed the local M.S.P. on this matter. 
Considerable money will require to be spent if they wish to 
make this a one centre treatment room”. 

Diabetes Group 

This group is very well established and now have a face 
book page which was launched today. The group are setting 
up a web page and this should hopefully be done for the 
next meeting. This group will be involved in fundraising 
activities. Donald expressed his concern about the number 
Df people not turning up for appointments or calling to inform 
they will not be in attendance. Donald asked the Forum 
members to support him in raising awareness on “if we do 
lot use it, we’ll use it”. Suggestions were made about 
xoducing a leaflet to be distributed widely in the community. 
3onald will be speaking to Clare around this. 

Sordon Wright reminded members, transport was a problem 
‘rom his area. Gordon has written to NHS and to date there 
ias been no response. Donald agreed to keep pushing this 
ssue for Gordon. 

The food-Co-op is going really well and will be in attendance 
i t  the Carbrain Gala Day. 

Billy Lees 
Gordon Wright 
Alan Sneddon 
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Gala Day Update 201 1 : 

Covered within point 4 of the minutes. 

Treasurer’s Report: lain Sinclair 

Balance as at 4‘h August 201 1 f3088.42 
Outstanding: f 1,089.24 , plus insurance cheque 

lain informed members, Jackie Cowx will be stepping down 
as Treasurer this September. Thanks were given to Jackie 
for the three years service given to the Forum. 

Correspondence: lain Sinclair 

Statement from Scottish Water (Funding for Gala f 1,000) 
Letter from Sanctuary Cumbernauld, New Director Gordon 
Laurie f 1200 
E-mail Margaret Smillie 
E-mail UK Government Welfare Reform 
Invitation to Payback presentation 
Gala Day apology - Colin Coupar CLAD 
NLC Booking cancellation 
Gala Day apology Mary Rafferty NHS 
Chairman’s Report Cumbernauld Environmental Society 
NLC Local Licensing Forum 
Minutes - CCF Executive Finance Meeting 
VANL Involve newsletter 
Annual Report - Edinburgh Tenants Federation 
Community Action Plan 
Local Area Partnership papers 
International Children’s Games 201 1 
Minutes Cumbernauld Community Forum 
VANL office services price list 
E-mail from Jim Gibson - Thanks to Chair 
E-mails from Cllr. Chadha keeping up to date on NLC, 
activities and what is going on in Cumbernauld 
E-mail apology from Cllr Goldie on Gala Day 
E-mail from Jamie Hepburn MSP - attendance at Gala Day 
E-mail from Mark Griffin MSP attendance at Gala Day 
E-mail- apology from Cllr. Homer on Gala Day 

A.O.C. B. 

Billy introduced Donna Morris, Volunteering Development 
Services Manager, VANL to the meeting. At this point Donna 
spoke to the members about present Secretariat Support 
provided to the Forum by VANL. As follows: 

0 Attend Forum meetings, take minute. 
0 Type up draft minutes and send to Chairperson 

within 7/10 days. 
0 Returned draft minutes from Chair 5 days before 

mailing are due to go out to allow time for 
photocopying. Mailing is due to be sent one week 
prior to next Forum meeting. 

0 If the Forum require any other support from VANL out 
with the above, they require to contact Donna Morris 
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on 01698 358866 to discuss. 
Any late return will result in mailings not being sent out to the 
Forum members. 

Donna apologised for the last Forum mailing being a little 
late. This was due to a problem with the franking machine in 
the off ice. 

Alice Homer raised a point of concern she had with Donna. 
"Despite many calls to the Airdrie office for VANL 
Membership Forms for my groups, I still have not received 
any". 

Donna assured Alice that this matter would be taken up with 
relevant staff member at the Airdrie office. 

Billy thanked all who assisted with the Gala Day. Special 
thanks were given to: 

J. Gibson 
F. Clark 
Rotary Club 
J. King 
L. Mclnnis 
Christine McNeil 
Rosalyn Griffith 

Executive Committee 
KaY 

Donald Masterton spoke about Community Planning and 
LAP areas staying the same for another year. 

Date of Next Meeting: 

Tuesday 1 3'h September 201 1 
Muirfield Community Centre 

Cumbernauld 
7.00 p.m 

Donna Morris 



Cumbernauld 
Community Forum 

Minutes 

Date of Meeting: 1 lth October 201 1 Venue: Cumbernauld College 

No. 
1. 

2. 

- 

Item 
Present: 

Billy Lees - Cumbernauld Community Forum (Chair) 
lain Sinclair - Cumbernauld YMCA- YWCA 
Alice Homer - Carbrain Hillcrest Community Council 
Elizabeth Dunphy - Unemployed Workers 
David Cooke - Y.M.C.A. 
John M King - Etive Neighbourhood Watch 
Wilma Knox - C.H.P. Tenants Forum 
Donald Masteron - ESSE DE€ 
Tom Reilly - CACE 
R. Lees - Westfield Senior Citizens 
R. Cadden - Westfield Community Council 
G. Cadden - Westfield Community Council 

B. Kinsler - Friends of Cumbernauld Park 
G Murphy - North Lanarkshire Access Panel 
P Murphy - North Lanarkshire Access Panel 
Martin Dalziel - Cumbernauld News 
Douglas Logan - CEPS 
Morag Phimister - Food co-op 
Carol Robb - Greenfaulds Community Council 
In attendance: 

B. Dowds - CACE 

Rosalyn Griffith - North Lanarkshire Council 
Dianne Lawrie - (Minutes) V.A.N.L. 
Cllr. Bob Chadha - North Lanarkshire Council 
Cllr. Gordon Murray - North Lanarkshire Council 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting 

Apologies: 

Gordon W right 
Sandra Clements 
Bobby Johnson 
May Hardy 
Alan Sneddon 

Chairpersons remarks - Consultation update on Town 
centre improvements: 

Chair Gave an update from the recent LAP meeting to 
members: 

0 The Link Bridge is being demolished and that the 
new bridge should be completed by April/May 2012. 

0 The Town centre Clock will be repaired and protected 
the workings of the clock may need to become 

dction 
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electronic. There will also be a Perspex screen 
placed round it to protect it. 
An update was giving by HMC on the M80, Chair 
raised an environmental issues with the rubbish left 
behind the sound barriers also improvements to the 
fencing at one of the bridges as it is still not safe. 
Also raised at the Lap was the increase in hall rental 
rates. 

0 

0 

At this point the Chair discussed the Adult protection 
Conference being help in Cumbernauld and mentioned to 
members that the forum may have about 25 places available 
at the conference. 
Chair discussed with members the Alcohol Focus meeting 
which he recently attended in Central Hotel, Chair mentioned 
that he was disappointed that the government minister 
Shona Robison who attended only stayed for a short time to 
deliver a speech and left again. 
Chair also thanked David McArthur and Donald Masterton 
for their support at the 50+ event recently Health event held 
over a week in the Tryst Sports Centre in partnership with 
NHS 
Billy also expressed his disappointment that local girl Nicole 
Simpson never got further on the X Factor. 
Voting Procedure/Constitution: 

lain explained the constitution regarding voting rights and 
proposed the Forum should have a ballot at the next meeting 
to change the constitution. 
Donald mentioned this had been carried out in 2009 and that 
individuals responsible hadn’t changed it. It was advised by 
the engagement officer that it is not down to individuals to 
change the constitution it is the responsibility of the whole 
forum. 
At this point a discussion ensued regarding constitution and 
voting procedures. 
It was suggested that the Forum should have had a ballot on 
the night. It was also suggested that individual’s should 
nominate before voting. 
It was asked why this issue was not resolved in 2010. 
Billy requested a copy of all minutes from 201 0. 

All members agreed to having an EGM at 6.30pm on 
Tuesday 8* November before the ordinary meeting already 
scheduled for this night to resole the issue for future AGM’s. 
lain (Secretary) also advised that to change the constitution 
there must be a 2/3 majority vote on the amendment. 

People were advised to email lain Sinclair at 
;inclairiain@amail.com if they want a copy of the current 
Zonstitution. On the night lain will distribute copies of the 
Sonstitution and the proposed amendment. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

Proposed: Wilma Knox 
Seconded: Alice Homer 

mailto:inclairiain@amail.com


Matters Arising: 

N/A 

Group Reports: 

Now your talking received an award for all grant of 
f 10,000. and a further €1 OK from Coalfield Regeneration. 
The group now plans to organise a Personal Development 
Course. 
A flyer was distributed to all present members regarding 
Now Your Talking, walking group. This will take place on 
Wednesday at 1 lam and then drop in cafe at 12 noon, held 
in Seafar house. It was mentioned that this group is open to 
the public. 
Friends of Cumbernauld Park 
Barney advised of an ongoing problem with one of the paths 
at the park. HMC has now moved the fence so the group can 
fix the Path. 
There has been a planning objection to the proposed site for 
the Play park so it will now be placed nearer the school. 
Barney asked if the group could come to the November 
meeting to consult with the forum and members about plans 
for the further development of the park. This was agreed by 
the forum. 

Gerald Murphy spoke about P4C DVD he has that may be of 
interest to people. If anyone wants to borrow it please speak 
to Gerald. 

Alice asked it to be noted that Liber8 are working very 
successfully out of the Wallbrae Rooms in Carbrain at the 
moment. 

Sub Group Reports - Donald Masteron 

Discussion ensued regarding the closure of the radiology 
department, which was announced today without notifying 
Donald or Felix Mulholland (Chair of the Health Reference 
Group). There were concerns about patients travelling to 
Monklands Hospital. 
Donald previously had a meeting with Jamie Hepburn (MP) 
who has written to Nicola Sturgeon regarding this problem 
and has still not received any reply to this letter. It was 
suggested that the forum should produce a letter and send it 
to Nicola Sturgeon to ask what has happened to the funds 
which was available for the radiology department. At this 
point it was suggested that the forum should create a 
campaign committee to address this problem. All present 
forum members agreed to this action. Also suggested 
arranging this at the next meeting. 

Treatments room consultations have now been completed 
and as a result of some research in the Craigmarloch which 
revealed that 27% of people living in the Craigmarloch area 
did not have access to cars. NHS has agreed to have a 
treatment room open on a part-time basis in the area. 
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- 
9. 

- 
10. 

Condorrat will also have a Treatment room open Part-time 
and Central and Abronhill have Treatment rooms on a full- 
time basis. District Nurses will now only concentrate on 
attending to house bound patients. 

Hearing Tests - could now be sent to one of 3 hospitals for 
this test these are Monklands, Wishaw or Hairmyres 
Donald advised that he has been recommended to be part of 
an NHS implementation committee. 

Food CO-OP : Moraa: 

Billy mentioned to all present members that the food Co-op 
will continue and to contact Jackie or Morag if members 
would like to invite Co-op to attend the Gala Days etc. 
Billy suggested that in the future the co-op should purchase 
the produce straight from the fruit market in Glasgow so they 
can negotiate a better price. 

Youth Forum 
David Cooke is the unofficial rep from the Youth forum at 
the moment and it was agreed that lain Sinclair would 
represent the forum as the Youth Forum meetings. 

Gala Day Update 201 1 : 

Billy mentioned to all present members that the presentation 
of certificates to volunteers at the AGM was a great success. 
Also Billy mentioned that next years Gala Day will take place 
in July 2012 and that the forum/committee are looking for a 
co-ordinator and asked present members if anyone was 
willing to accept this position. 

Billy also mentioned that Yvonne Cameron had handed a 
Thank you card to VANL for the flowers presented to her at 
the AGM. 
Treasurer’s Report: lain Sinclair 

A copy of this report was circulated to all present members 
and will be circulated with next mailing. 

Billy mentioned that there are still outstanding invoices which 
still have to be submitted to NHS and that a balance of 
f2000, approx is still to be received. 
Correspondence: lain Sinclair 

Thank you cards received from Rosalyn Yvonne and Gala 
Queen. 

Invitation giving to forum from CACE. 

Cumbernauld Youth Forum, their aims and purpose are 
noted on the attached sheet which was distributed to present 
members 
A copy of the correspondence was given to Dianne Lawrie to 
give to Jacqueline Marshall to circulate with next mailing. 

Jacqueline Marshall 

Jacqueline Marshall 
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A.O.C.B. 

Billy mentioned that he would like volunteers to help out with 
the Radiology Department Campaign, and that anyone 
interested in helping should contact Donald or himself. 

Billy also mentioned that he is looking for volunteers to 
attend the Adult protection Event, taking place 16* 
November in the Town Hall. 

Names submitted at the meeting were: 

D Masterton 
G Murphy 
P Murphy 
A Homer 
B Lees 
C Robb 

Donald and John mentioned to members that they has been 
attending NLC/CLAD computing classes and would 
recommend this to all members. 

Donald advise that the Health Reference group has agreed 
to set up 2 committees to deal with requests for additional 
support for patients ask for certain medications which is are 
not normally available through GPs. 

Tom advised the forum that there is a new Community 
Council being formed in Seafar. 

Issues Raise: 
Raw Sewage running from the back of the houses at 
Brayface Road, Seafar 

David McArthur raised the Issue with ownership of his 
garden and the council's inability to resolve this land dispute 
to his satisfaction. David asked if the forum would agree to 
raise this issue again with NLC. 

Date of Next Meeting: 

Tuesday 8'h November 201 1 - E G M to change constitution 6.30pm - Ordinary Meeting 7.30pm 
Cumbernauld College 
Cumbernauld 


