
Northern Corridor Community Forum 
Report to Local Area Partnership 12th January 201 2 

Backaround 
This paper aims to give LAP members an update on the Northern Corridor 
Community Forum activity since the last meeting of the LAP and highlight 
issues of interest and concern to the Forum and the local communities. 

Community Forum Update 
The Forum was represented at the meetings of NHS Lanarkshire PPF 
Reference Group, Local Area Team Action Plan Meeting, North 
Lanarkshire Licensing Forum, the Forum Network Meeting, Community 
Learning and Development Youth Strategy for the Northern Corridor, 
Moodiesburn Regeneration Project, Voice of Experience, Muirhead 
Senior Citizens’ Forum 20th Birthday Celebration, North Area Voluntary 
Organisations Forum and a Local Consultation Event for the 7 Lochs 
Wetlands Park Project. 
The Forum has continued its active engagement through 
constituent Community Councils in the campaign to try and 
convince the Scottish Government Reporters not to recommend 
any changes the Final Draft North Lanarkshire Local Plan, This is 
essential for the protection of the Green Belt in the Northern 
Corridor and the maintenance of the discrete local communities 
which it comprises. Further responses were submitted to the 
Department of Planning and Environmental Appeals following 
consideration of the additional submissions to 31stAugust 201 1 I A 
Lobby visit to the Scottish Parliament by representatives of the 
Community Councils took place on l S t  December when they were 
able to meet with Scottish Ministers and MSPs for the area to voice 
their concerns about the process and possible outcomes of the 
Review, The Reporters’ findings are not expected to be published 
until early 201 2 but the Forum urges the LAP, and in particular the 
elected members to maintain their robust opposition to any 
changes to the Plan and ensure that the Council, when it is called 
to consider its response to the Reporters’ findings, will be resolute in 
defending its previously agreed position, 
At the October meeting, the Forum heard from Council Staff about 
Beautiful North Lanarkshire and how the local communities across 
the Northern Corridor might participate in the programme in 2012, 
This is currently being taken forward, The Forum has initiated a 
project to upgrade and maintain the footpaths and rights of way 
which link all the communities of the Northern Corridor, The plan is 
to use NHS funding on the basis of improving health and well-being 
~y making it easier and safer to walk and cycle in the area, 
dfenders on Community Payback Scheme for labour and 
zontributions by local businesses in kind or by donations, This should 
Tot preclude any commitment of proposed regeneration funding 
from the LAP which could enhance and sustain the project. This 



initiative links well with the Forum’s interest in the development of 
the Frankfield Loch Nature Reserve, the on-going development of 
Cardowan Moss and the more recent engagement with the 7 
Lochs Wetlands Park Project, The last of these is commended to the 
LAP and the Forum would recommend inviting representatives of 
the Project Development team to give a presentation to a future 
meeting of the LAP, 
The Forum continues its active involvement in the development of 
the Local Area Team Action Plan and appreciated the meeting 
with members of the Local Area Team in October at which our 
representatives were accepted as equal partners and given a 
considerate and courteous hearing. Similarly the Forum is actively 
involved and contributing to the development of the Northern 
Corridor Youth Strategy and the Moodiesburn Regeneration Project 
both of which seek to improve amenities, resources and quality of 
life for the people of Moodiesburn, 

Issues for consideration at LAP 
The Forum recommends that the LAP invites representatives of the 
Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network to a future meeting of the LAP 
to present information on the 7 Lochs Wetlands Park Project, 
The Forum has been concerned for some time now about the gradual 
reduction and removal of public services physical presence in the area 
by centralisation of such services in Cumbernauld or further afield, The 
Forum is concerned that this depletion of services based in the area is 
detrimental to the amenity and quality of life of the residents and in terms 
of their access to such services compares unfavourably and unequally to 
other council areas and entails unacceptable journey times on very poor 
and unreliable public services or the use of cars to access services, The 
same delays and obstacles apply affecting the operational efficiency 
and effectiveness of services such as police, roads, health and social 
care have to send operatives from locations out with the area to provide 
services on site in the Northern Corridor. The Forum believes this can no 
longer be justified on the basis that Ward 5 is the fastest growing and now 
at 20,000 in terms of population, the largest in North Lanarkshire. The 
Forum has raised this matter with the Local Area Team and recommends 
that the LAP asks for a Report on ways to reverse this trend and to 
investigate the feasibility and viability of the development of an 
integrated services’ centre located in the Muirhead/Chryston area as the 
historical and geographical centre of the area. Such a study would 
require the active involvement of NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde as 
the statutory agency with the primary responsibility for health services in 
the Northern Corridor. 

Outstanding LAP Issues 
An application to the Regeneration Fund for the upgrading a number of 
pathways which are designated rights of way linking the communities of 
Moodiesburn Chryston, Muirhead Stepps, Mount Ellen and Gartcosh, This 
bid requires further consultation with the Regeneration Manager, costing 
and signing off by the Forum prior to submission to the LAP. 



An extension to regeneration funding is for street realm improvements to 
pavements and pedestrian access areas at the main shopping centres in 
Moodiesburn and Stepps as currently programmed for Muirhead. 
A response to the item raised at the LAP meeting of 22nd July 2010 on 
Community Council and/or local resident involvement in the 
management of the development and maintenance of the local Nature 
Reserve at Frankfield Loch, Stepps, is still awaited, 
Issues regarding safety of pedestrians and road users in Glenmanor Road, 
Moodiesburn and Chryston Road, Muirhead due to bus stops located 
opposite junctions and not set back in laybys and the one in Chryston 
Road being used as a terminus. 
The recommendation agreed at the LAP meeting of July 201 1 that there 
should be a meeting called with representatives of the LAP, all public 
transport operators in the area and Strathclyde Partnership for Transport 
to prepare a Public Transport Development Plan for the North Area of 
North Lanarkshire, 

Community Forum Meetings 
The next Meeting of the Northern Corridor Community Forum is on 
Tuesday 31s+ January 2012 at 7.00pm in the Pivot Community Education 
Centre, Moodiesburn 

For further information on the Community Forum, or the contents of this 
report please contact: Marvyn Mackay on 07795 362697. 
Email: nccf2u@tiscali.co.u k secretary.sdcc@gmail.com 
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