
Cumbernauld Community Forum 

Minutes 

Date of Meeting: 10th April 2012 Venue: Cumbernauld College 
- 
No. 

1. 

- 

2. 

Item 

Present : 

Billy Lees - (Chair) 
Alice Homer - Carbrain Hillcrest Community Council 
lain Sinclair - Cumbernauld Community Council 
John King - Etive N/ Watch 
Alex Clark - Ravenswood Seafar Community Council 
Donald Masterton - Diabetes Group 
Barney Kinsler - Friends of Cumbernauld Community Park 
B. Chadha - North Lanarkshire Council 
Liz Graham - Hope Community Garden 
Janice Crawford - Hope Community Garden 
David Cooke - Cumbernauld YMCA 
Rosalyn Griffith - North Lanarkshire Council 
Adam Smith - Cumbernauld Environmental Society 
David McArthur - Now you're Talking 
Jim Gibson - Cumbernauld Churches Connect 
Betty Dunphy - Unemployed Workers 
Mae Hardy - Sanctuary 
Brian Simpson 
Susan Hamilton 
Michelle McCarroll 

Apologies: 

Carol Robb - Carbrain Learning Trust 
Bobby Johnston 
Jack Banks 
Kenny McGregor 
Gavin Cadden 
Rose Cadden 
Rene lees 
Jackie Cowx 
Alan Sneddon 
Gerry Murphy 
Peter Murphy 
Christine McNeil 

Presentation; 

Caroline Dewev - Senior Health Improvement Officer 
NHS Lanarkshire 

Zaroline discussed with members the projects which are 
iappening in NHS Lanarkshire at the moment and also 
Jiscussed the well-connect project which is a new project that 
,vas launched on 1 st February 201 2. Well- connected project 
,efers to mental health and well being. Patients can be 
*eferred to this project by their GP of can self refer. Caroline 
nentioned Stress Control Classes which are taking place on 
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3. 

4. 

- 
5. 

lgth of April for 6 weeks at Cumbernauld College, 6pm till 
7.30pm, these classes last for 90mins and are free to attend. 
Caroline updated members on the stop smoking groups 
within the Cumbernauld Locality, where there are daytime 
and evening groups. Caroline mentioned that Smoke 
Sensation and Medical Practitioners are happy to attend 
groups/organisations to provide information. David McArthur, 
from Now You’re Talking mentioned that his group would be 
interested in training. 

Chairpersons remarks: 
Chair discussed with members a letter which had been 
submitted into Cumbernauld news without it being ratified by 
the Forum. Chair mentioned that he was annoyed over this as 
the article in the Cumbernauld news mentioned the Forums 
name as well as him own name and some of the details were 
not correct. Chair mentioned that from now on any member 
submitting letters or articles into the Cumbernauld News 
which will include the forum or a member of the forum must 
check with the forum and the person that they are happy for 
this to go ahead and should ratified by the forum before 
doing so. 

Donald apologised for submitting the letter without notifying 
the Forum or Chair. 

Chair updated members on the fuel poverty event and the 
disappointing turn out on the day as 60 people had registered 
to come but only 30 turned up. Some people mentioned that 
they had not seen it advertised. The chair mentioned that the 
paper had not printed the advert for the event on the week of 
the event to remind people. 
At this point a discussion took place regarding Cumbernauld 
News. The members present felt that a lot of people don’t buy 
the Cumbernauld News so some people may not have seen 
anything about it anyway. It was suggested that information 
about events are publicise through Facebook and Twitter as a 
lot of people use these methods of publicising there events 
and the message does get out to a lot more people. 

At this point Chair mentioned the other meetings in which he 
has attended, consisting of Voluntary Action North 
Lanarkshire’s AGM, Annual Conference of Wishaw 
Community Council and the Diabetes Group AGM. A 
discussion took place regarding the publicising of the Forum 
itself and its events. It was mentioned that the Forum now 
has its own Facebook page where events and meetings will 
be published. Jim Gibson mentioned that when organisations 
receive information they should also take it upon themselves 
to publicise such information. 

Minutes of Previous meeting; 

Proposed: John King 

Seconded : Alex Clark 
Matters Arising: 

4 discussion ensued regarding David McArthur’s 
’resentation and how a particular member objected to David 

Jacqueline 
Marshall 
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6. 

7. 

8. 

delivering his presentation. David mentioned that he would 
like the names of all the members who objected against his 
presentation to be mentioned in the minutes. All members 
agreed to have the name mentioned within the minutes. 
Proposed: Billy Lees 
Seconded: Donald Masterton 

David advised members that it was John Hennessey who 
interrupted the presentation and Alice Homer, Donald 
Masterton and Carol Robb also raise concerns about going 
ahead about the presentation. The point was made that the 
presentation was a private matter; however David mentioned 
that the presentation was not a private matter. The chair 
reminded David that he had been advised to bring other 
people to the meeting with him who also had this problem. 
David stated that he was unable to bring anyone else. Chair 
mentioned to members that he had spoken to John to find out 
what was his particular issue with David’s presentation. David 
reported that after speaking to John, he wrote the letter, 
which was given to lain Sinclair to be read out to members. 

David McArthur advised that he has passed a letter onto lain 
Sinclair and also submitted a copy into the Cumbernauld 
News and His Solicitor. This letter will be circulated with the 
next mailing. 

Development Plan: 
Rosalyn mentioned that she received no response from 
anyone regarding the development plan. Rosalyn reminded 
the forum that it is good for the forum to have a development 
plan as it helps to set forum priorities or the next 3 years. It 
also helps new member to understand what the forum does. 
Rosalyn advised that she would bring the development plan 
back to the next meeting for discussion. Jim Gibson did 
mention that he had submitted comments. Rosalyn will check 
and ensure they are taken on board. The Draft Plan will be 
discussed and hopefully proposed and seconded at the next 
meeting. 

Fundraisinq - Canal Walk 
Sunday 6* May, Charity Canal Walk, 15miles, f5.00 entry 
fee. Anyone interested in participating, applications can be 
downloaded from Cumbernauld Rotary Club’s website. 

Group & Sub Group reports: 
Donald updated members on the project taking place in 
Cumbernauld at the moment where patients are being 
referred to Opticians if they have any type of eye problem. 
Donald mentioned that he had phoned personally to find out if 
this was the procedure and mentioned that it is only 
MacLauchlan’s Opticians in Cumbernauld that provide this 
service, however the opticians can only prescribe within their 
qualification. Donald also mentioned that this is a service in 
Cumbernauld which is providing the wrong information, and 
would like to raise the matter at the Public Partnership Forum 
(PPF) meeting. Donald advised members that if they have 
any problems with their eyes to seek medical advise from a 
medical practitioner or nurse. Update will be provided at the 
next forum meeting. 
Donald also mentioned that the approximate waiting time for 
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9. 

10. 

- 

an x-ray at the radiology department is four hours. Although 
some others mentioned that they had been taken much 
quicker than that. 

Diabetes group 
Meet the second Tuesday of every month. Members are 
invited along to Cornerstone Church on 12" June, guest 
speakers will consist of David Congilton and Helen 
Alexander. 

Friends of Cumbernauld Park 
Barney provided a report and mentioned that planting has 
started. 
12" April - Public Planting 
14"/15" - Local Schools have the chance to plant 
Barney mentioned that an evaluation will be pulled together at 
the end of the month. 

Environment Group's AGM - 
1 gth April in Cumbernauld College at 7pm. 

Now Your Talking 
David McArthur mentioned that he had written a letter to 
Margaret Mitchell MSP regarding Cumbernauld not receiving 
any of the €6 million funding. David is waiting on an answer 
and will provide an update once he receives this information. 
David attended the Social Enterprise Event at Glasgow 
SECC, where Alex Salmond attended, and David had the 
opportunity to question Alex Salmond on the distribution of 
the €6million, such footage is available online. 

Paths for all 
The walking group has successfully inked in with all the 
walking groups in Cumbernauld and Kilsyth the next meeting 
is on the April 25" at loam in Croy. 

Jubilee day will be held in June, date to be confirmed. 

Condorrat Community Council 
Are holding a Hustings event on 26'h April at 7pm in 
Condorrat Social Club 

Carbrain Learnina Trust 
Alice mentioned that the Trust Gala Day will take place on the 
18" August. 
Also mentioned was the new project between the Carbrain 
and Hillcrest Community Council, local primary schools and 
the 2 railway stations to improve the look of the stations by 
working with the children to decorate the station with new 
plants etc 

YMCA 
lain mentioned that he will be jumping off the Forth Road 
Bridge on loth June and is seeking sponsors. 

Radioloav CamPaian: 

Billy mentioned that he is waiting on answers from Jamie 
Hepburn. Anyone with campaign letter to submit them as 
soon as possible. 
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11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

Gala Dav 2012: 
It was mentioned that only four members attended the last 
meeting. Next meeting scheduled for 14" may in the Link 
Centre at 7pm. Chair mentioned that he would like to see 
more interest regarding people attending. 

Youth Forum: 
David mentioned that there is no youth forum report as of yet. 
Rosalyn mentioned that she has contacted Colin Cooper 
regarding the Youth Forum attendance. Alice mentioned that 
Carol Robb is interested in getting involved with the Youth 
Forum. 

Treasurers Report: 

f 1095.52 - Bank 

f56.91 -Cash 

f 1 1  52.43 - Total 

f 1083 contributed towards gala day from councillors. 

f200 deficit was cleared at the last meeting and a receipt was 
issued to Alice. Alice mentioned that the Gala Day committee 
did receive bunting. 

Correspondence: 
Please find enclosed a copy of the correspondence received. 

AOCB: 
Rosalyn distributed a list to members to tick if they wish to 
receive the minutes via email only. 

A discussion took place regarding the meeting in the process 
of being arranged with Eric Hislop. Alice mentioned that 
David McArthur had suggested that she shouldn't attend this 
meeting with Eric Hislop. At this point a discussion took place 
regarding the attendance at this meeting and who should and 
should not attend. Chair mentioned that this will be discussed 
at the next meeting. 

Donald discussed the increase on bus fair tickets and the 
15% cut to paid carers salaries and thinks that such issues 
should be discussed at future meetings. 

Date of Next meetina: 

Tuesday 8th May 2012 Q 7pm, Cumbernauld College. 
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Cumbernauld Community Forum 
Minutes 

Date of Meeting: 8‘h May 2012 Venue: Cumbernauld College 

- 
No. 

1. 

- 

2. 

- 

Item 

Present: 

Billy Lees - (Chair) 
Alice Homer - Carbrain Hillcrest Community Council 
John King - E N Watch 
Alex Clark - Ravenswood Seafar Community Council 
Donald Masterton - Diabetes Group 
Liz Graham - Hope Community Garden 
Janice Crawford - Hope Community Garden 
David Cooke - Cumbernauld YMCA 
Rosalyn Griffith - North Lanarkshire Council 
Adam Smith - Cumbernauld Environmental Society 
David McArthur - Now you’re Talking 
Betty Dunphy - Unemployed Workers 
Mae Hardy 
Wilma Knox 
Rose Cadden 
Renee Lees 
Robert Johnstone 
Christine McNeil- Cumbernauld Womens Watershed Group 
Carol Robb - Carbrain Learning Trust 
John Hennessy 
Susan Hamilton 
Michelle McCarroll 
Alan Sneddon 
Gerald Murphy 
Peter Murphy 

Apologies: 

Jack Banks 
Kenny McGregor 
Gavin Caddens 
Jackie Cowx 
lain Sinclair - Cumbernauld Community Council 
Barney Kinsler - Friends of Cumbernauld Community Park 
Jim Gibson - Cumbernauld Churches Connect 
Tom Reilly 
Robert McCallum 

Presentation; 

Inspector John Ferauson - Strathclyde Police 

Inspector John Ferguson provided present members with a 
regarding his years of sewice within Strathclyde Police. 
Inspector John Ferguson updated members on the areas of 
improvement, such as youth disorder within Cumbernauld. 
Over 201 1/12 there has been sufficient decrease in violence 
throughout Cumbernauld. Inspector John Ferguson 

Action 

14 



3. 

discussed with members a recent project called “Path Finder 
Project”. Strathclyde Police are working on trying to link in 
with local authorities within Cumbernauld. At the moment 
there are three wards within the town and five wards in the 
north. The aim is to have police officers within the correct 
place at the correct times in order to tackle such crimes within 
Cumbernauld. Inspector John Ferguson discussed the aim of 
the police to target repeat offenders regarding offender 
management in order to make sure offenders abide with the 
law. Regular house checks are carried out on repeat 
offenders. Strathclyde Police also work along side Anti-Social 
Task Force, Housing & Social Work. Inspector John 
Ferguson mentioned that unacceptable behaviour notices are 
not legally binding, however they are not only targeted at 
council houses, they target all types of premises. 
At this point a discussion ensued regarding underage drinking 
within Cumbernauld, and the number of youths under the 
legal age, consuming alcohol. Inspector John Ferguson 
advised members that Licensing Officers attend premises 
when parties are booked for eighteen year olds. At the 
moment youths aged 16/17 has permission from Procurator 
Fiscal in take part in test purchasing at off sales etc. 
A discussion took place regarding dial a drink service and taxi 
drivers purchasing alcohol for underage youths, where 
parents are not in the premises and taxi drivers not asking 
youths for proof of age. Inspector John Ferguson was asked 
how Strathclyde Police are tackling these matters, to which 
he replied to say that the onus is with the licence holder and 
that fixed penalties are being issued for underage drinking, 
consuming alcohol on the streets of Cumbernauld. 
Inspector John Ferguson advised members that bogus callers 
will be targeted. Building Inspectors and the Police will attend 
the homes of victims of bogus callers on Friday 1 l* May. 
On 31’‘ March 2013 Strathclyde Police will cease, legislation 
is currently in parliament, nothing will change locally. 
Gerry discussed the problems within misuse of drugs within 
Cumbernauld and asked Inspector John Ferguson if drug use 
is a problem in Cumbernauld. Inspector john Ferguson 
mentioned that most drug use is consumed within their 
homes or nightclubs and the warrant can be obtained to 
search premises, however drug misuse is not as easily 
reported as alcohol misuse. 

Chairpersons remarks 

Minutes of Previous meeting; 

Proposed: John King 

Seconded : Mae Hardy 
Matters Arising: 

Item 10: Jacqueline to put on lain Sinclair’s full name. 
Change “inked” to “link. 
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6. 

7. 

8. 

Item 5 & 14: David asked for heading to be included. 

Discussion took place regarding the letter drafted by David 
McArthur regarding the objection of his presentation. Carol 
Robb mentioned that she didn’t think this matter was a forum 
matter and having spoken to a lawyer & and estate agent 
prior to this meeting, the conclusion was that the matter was 
a legal matter not a forum matter. Donald Masterton 
mentioned that he thinks the forum dealt with this matter fairly 
as David McArthur was asked to bring along members to the 
forum meeting and failed to do so. At this point Donald 
mentioned the various addresses in which David McArthur 
had resided to, too which David suggested that this was a 
personal attack. Chair mentioned that this matter has got 
personal as the forum gave David 100% agreement to deliver 
his presentation at the meeting held in February. Chair also 
mentioned that member’s addresses should not be 
mentioned at meetings. John Hennessy discussed the author 
of the letter submitted by David McArthur as it states that a 
copy was sent to a solicitor, and asked David what his 
intentions are. David mentioned that a copy was sent to the 
solicitor for his own benefit. The letter did not get printed in 
Cumbernauld News. 
David McArthur reported that he thinks the way he has been 
treated by forum members was unacceptable and that is now 
taking the matter to the Community Council to support a 
campaign. David also mentioned that he will never return to 
the forum, and left the meeting at this point. 

Development Plan: 

Rosalyn Griffith discussed the priorities of the development 
plan with members. This plan was circulated to members with 
agenda and minutes. Members agreed the development plan. 

Proposed: Billy Lees 
Seconded: John Hennessy. 

Fundraisina - Canal Walk 

Sunday 6’h May, Charity Canal Walk, 15miles, Rosalyn 
Griffith took part and completed the walk. Rosalyn brought 
along her sponsorship form for anyone who wishes to 
sponsor her. At this point Gerry provided an update on the 
audio group. 

Group & Sub Group reports: 

Donald Masterton provided members with an update on 
treatment rooms, and how such treatment rooms will be 
moving to assessment rooms. Practice nurses will then be 
moved to NHS., due to practices nurses being paid by GP’s 
and treatment rooms being maintained by NHS. 
Donald mentioned that treatment rooms are moving to 
appointment systems. District nurses are to be taken out of 
treatment rooms to treat housebound and additional nurses 
will be put into practices. Donald will provide a further update 
at the next forum meeting. A copy of the treatment room 
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9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

- 

process to be circulated. 
Mae advised members that anyone with a matter regarding 
Kenilworth practice to take this matter to her. 
Bobby reported that Margaret Smiley has resigned and that 
Donna Grant has taken up the position of secretary. Work is 
currently being carried involving the thinning of trees 
surrounding Broadwood Loch. Also work is taken place 
within schools to teach planting to pupils. Bobby Johnston 
invited Billy Lees to attend the groups meeting on the 17' 
May @ loam at Palacerigg Country Park. The project 
meeting every two months in Cumbernauld College. 
Adam Smith reported that his project has taken over 
Cumbernauld Primary School and tuning such premises into 
community premises. The project has been awarded f 1 Ok 
from the Big Lottery Fund. Community Consultations will take 
place. 
Gerry Murphy mentioned that the issue involving blue badge 
scheme is still ongoing, however the process will be tightened 
UP. 
Liz Graham reported that Hope Garden are holding a Jubilee 
Party on 6'h June at Muirfield from 1.30pm till 4pm, f 2  entry. 

Radioloqv Campaiqn: 

Visit to Scottish Parliament will take place on 1 6th May @ 
2.30pm to personally hand over approx 3000 campaign 
letters to Nicola Sturgeon. Forum only have five places 
available. Billy Lees, Donald Masterton, Alice Homer, Mae 
Hardy, Carol Robb and John King will be attending. 

Gala Dav 201 2: 

Monday 14' May 2012 @ 7pm- Link Centre, meeting 
arranged. Billy Lees mentioned that he is looking for help and 
support for the gala day from members. The crowning of the 
gala queen will be take place from last year's gala queen. 
Three gala queens have been selected. 

Youth Forum: 

David Cooke updated members on the youth forum, and how 
it took him over two weeks to be able to get in contact with 
Robert Towart. 
David also mentioned that Rosalyn Mahon is taking over 
youth forum for Robert Towart. There is a meeting scheduled 
for 30* May. Billy Lees suggested that Carol Robb would like 
to be involved. Carol suggested that a meeting with Rosalyn 
Mahon should be arranged. Billy suggested inviting someone 
along to the next meeting. 

Treasurers Report: 

f 1051.92 in the Bank 

f 1 143 towards the gala day 

f 10.41 in petty cash 

The forum hope to receive funding from the following: 
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13. 

14. 

15. 

Scotmid, Sanctuary, Scottish Water, NHS & NLC Grants. 

Correspondence: 

No correspondence. 

Chair apologised to all members for previous discussions 
which have taken place at previous meeting regarding David 
McArthur's presentation. 

All AGM nominations form's to be returned for August in time 
for the AGM in September. 

Gerry Murphy discussed the recycle bin on Hillcress Avenue 
which has become a tipping ground. Members suggested the 
Gerry should contact Northline on 01 698 403200. 

Christine updated members on the watershed and mentioned 
that only managed to raise f5. Sophie Hinshelwood's project. 

Michelle McCarroll mentioned that on 1 6th & 1 7'h June all 
community are invited to get together and share information. 
All information is available on www.citvstroles.com. 

Date of Next meetinq: 

Tuesday 12fh June 2012 Q 7pm, Cumbernauld College. 
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